Continuation of PCM minutes on 15th November 2016
PETROCKSTOWE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Baxter Hall on 
Tuesday 15th November 2016 at 7.30pm.
Councillors present: I Fisher (Chair), J Harris (Vice Chair), J Jeffs, D Kelsey, 
A Hunkin, B Cameron, F Lowe (Clerk).

33. Apologies of Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr M Busby.  County Cllr A Boyd, District Cllr R Wiseman and PCSO Baker were not present.
34. Declarations of Interest.  None declared.
35. Public Session.  None.
36. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 27th September 2016 having been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record. 
37. Planning. The approval for applications 1/0729/2016/REM dated 10th October 2016, for a new dwelling – reserved matters pursuant to 1/0988/2014/OUT at land adjacent Church Bungalow, Petrockstowe and 1/1051/2016/FUL dated 31st October 2016 for retrospective siting of wagon for use as holiday accommodation, amended details of sewage treatment plant (Previous app. 1/0389/2016/FUL) at Larkworthy Cottage, Petrockstowe were agreed as being the list of planning notices seen by all councillors.
38. Councillors Reports.
a) Recreation Ground.  Cllr Kelsey reported that the Fireworks went well with a still cool evening but numbers were down.  Not much food was sold.  There will not be a Ceilidh in January next year.
b) Play Area.  Cllr Jeffs announced that £400 has been received from Merton Monks.  All new equipment is now installed and has been RoSPA inspected by a newly appointed inspection company.  There was a low risk comment on the closeness of the bench to the swings.  There had been an observation of children sitting on the wall where there is a long drop. The rear wall is in need of slight repair but ownership of the wall is not currently known and it was felt that if the wall does not belong to the PC, to repair it could set a precedent.  Cllr Fisher will contact the other owner to establish ownership before proceeding further.  Cllr Jeffs has ordered the gate and it will hopefully be installed by Christmas at a cost of approx. £250.  The invoice for the inspection was given to the Clerk to reclaim the VAT.
c) Baxter Hall.  Cllr Harris reported that the next event, a Retro Disco, is this Saturday 19th November and currently 34 tickets have been sold.  More are needed to be sold.  Other upcoming events are the Church Quiz and Punch and Pie evening which is a joint BH/Ladies Group event.  A Big Breakfast is booked for 14th January 2017.  Repairs to the roof are completed.  There has since been a slight leak and during the next stormy weather, the repairs will be tested.  All the discoloured ceiling tiles have been replaced.  The Clerk advised that Wild West Net have been taken over by AirBand and Cllr Busby as the chair of the BH committee has agreed to and signed the new contract.
d) TAAG Meeting.  Cllr Fisher attended the recent TAAG meeting.  There was an update re Farm Watch and Community Messaging.  Highways have suggested that Parishes record the road state now and again in 2 years, when Skansca contract expires.  Lengthsmen will only visit once per year.  20% of the highway network will be gritted when necessary.  Barnstaple Hospital future was discussed at length.  Closure is a serious risk.  A budget report was given; a noticeable fact was that Torridge have increased business rates by 10%, the highest is Devon.   Next meeting will be on 31st January 2017 when the Local Plan will be the main topic.
e) County & District Report.  None provided.
f) Police Report.  None provided.  

39. Matters arising from last PCM Minutes.
a) Land Registry.  The Clerk is waiting until she has moved house to register The Square at her new address.  The addresses that will be registered are the Clerk’s postal and e-mail address and the Chairman’s postal address.
b) Rebinding of 1958 Sale Catalogue.  Clinton Estates already have a copy so would not be interested in restoring ours.  The Heritage Centre have provided a list of restorers/book binders and Cllr Kelsey is going to ask the History Group if they would be interested in taking this further.

40. Current Business.  
a) Grit Bins & Snow Warden.  The Clerk read an e-mail from Darryl Jagger, the Neighbour Highway Officer advising that grit bins will not be routinely filled during the winter.  Requests will need to be made.  Cllrs undertook to check specified bins within the parish and Cllr Fisher agreed to advise DCC of any that need refilling.  As Petrockstowe does not have a Snow Warden, supplying up-to-date contact details does not apply to us.
b) Maintenance Review of Assets.  Following a brief discussion regarding the Phone Box, Bus Shelter and Notice Boards; Cllr Fisher agreed to investigate whether repairs are necessary and estimate any costs.

41. Financial Matters.  
a) A current financial spreadsheet was given to all Cllrs for information.
b) The Clerk provided a breakdown of estimated and actual costs for 2015/16, 2016/17 and 2017/18 detailing and explaining items as required.  This is in anticipation of setting the precept at the January meeting. During this discussion, the clerk advised that in renegotiating the insurance for the newly installed equipment in the Play Area, the insurance company advised that the Skate Ramp needed an individual policy.  In requesting a quote for repairs to the ramp, it was discovered that a RoSPA inspection has never been carried out.  On advising the Rec Grd of this, the Clerk was advised that the Rec Grd is currently in debt for approx £4,500 following an overspend on the new bar area.  Information has been requested from the Rec Grd Committee.  It was agreed to hold an additional meeting once all the information is gathered, to discuss and decide how to proceed.  The Clerk will also ascertain if the War Memorial is covered by any insurance.
c) Cheque no. 336 was raised and signed by Cllrs Hunkin and Harris for £76.74 for Cllr Fisher to compensate her for purchasing new defibrillator pads as the existing ones had expired.

A provisional planning meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 20th December 2016 with the next PCM confirmed as 17th January 2017.  An additional meeting to discuss the Rec Grd overspend will be called shortly.
With no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.00pm.
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