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To: 

Date: 

Dear 
HGVs and Safety in Hurstbourne Tarrant
Thank you for taking the time to read this short letter, which is about why HGVs travelling through Hurstbourne Tarrant may not be safe.  
You vehicle xxxx was registered by our Village Speed Watch group travelling through Hurstbourne Tarrant at xxxx on xxxx. Please than your driver for respecting the speed limit, that is not why I am writing to you. 
Hurstbourne Tarrant is a small, historical village on the A343, about 12 miles south of Newbury and 6 miles north of Andover. At the centre of the village, known as The Square, the road narrows significantly into a severe ‘S’ bend that makes it impossible for HGVs to traverse through The Square without taking up both lanes. It is widely accepted this part of the A343 is unsuitable for HGVs, however the A343 is the emergency backup to the A34 and so it is not possible to impose a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO). 
You can find photo’s of The Square at our Parish Council (PC) website   Community Speedwatch - Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council - Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council, Hurstbourne Tarrant, Andover (hbtparishcouncil.org.uk) which also includes a brief video of three separate HGVs travelling through The Square and the inadequacy of the road. For ease you can also access the vide directly here Vimeo.
We are very fortunate. Accidents are rare, but the risk remains real and near misses are common. The Square is the central crossing point within the Village and its safety posts are regularly damaged, and sometimes completely ripped out of the ground, often by HGVs. The Photo’s in the PC website includes the latest damage to our most recent repair to the posts. 
It’s possible you are not aware your vehicle is taking the A343. On a map, and therefore by most non-commercial Satnavs, the A343 presents a more direct route to Andover, the A303 and beyond. However, the road is very undulating from the A34 to the A303. Within Hurstbourne Tarrant alone, exiting the village on the south side involves crossing a narrow bridge and a 14% (1in 7 in old money) half a mile incline, not surprisingly called ‘The Hill’. From the north, the village is approached by a less severe, but much longer drop, into the village. There are many other similar examples along this short stretch of the A343. 
We are not blind to the advantages of the A343. We use it ourselves. But as a Parish Council interested in the safety and amenity of those who live and work in Hurstbourne Tarrant and its surrounds, we ask if you would kindly consider using the A34 instead of taking the risk posed by travelling through our village. 
If you would like more information about concerns, please let me know and I would be more than happy to discuss this with you. 
Kind regards

Neil Hedger
Hurstbourne Tarrant Parish Council 
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