Morden Parish Council Meeting Minutes 08th July 2024

Morden Parish Council

The minutes of the Morden Parish Council meeting held on 08th July 2024, at 7.30pm at Morden Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk103017901]
Present: Mary Mathers (Vice-Chair) (Acting Chair), Louis Gearing and Maxine Clews.

Also Present:
Lindsay Hole (Parish Clerk)
Jacqui Cuff 

Two members of the public were present.

2024/028
Jacqui Cuff (Affordable Housing Enabler) gave an overview of the rural proofing strategy for Rural England, they have allocated ACRE to put together a network of community enablers.  The Land Trust concept was discussed and support from Jacquie in progressing a Land Trust was offered, funding is available for the process.  There are currently 6 people registered on the Housing Register for this area. The process for using the Housing Register was discussed.  Jacqui recommended a community meeting at the start of the project.  Middle March are a company that progress the Trusts through to planning.          

2024/029	Apologies
[bookmark: _Hlk8674439]Councillors Mrs Alex Brenton (Chair), Sally Miles (Rights of Way Officer).

2024/030	Declarations of Interest 
No new declarations of interest.

2024/031	Public Participation
None.

2024/032	Parish Councillor Vacancies
The Parish Council have received an application from Ben Miller and an application from Christian Shepherd.  A vote took place and it was RESOLVED that;
The Council would co-opt Mr Ben Miller and Mr Christian Shepherd onto the Parish Council.  The vote was unanimous.  

2024/033	Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting for 13th May 2024 were approved.

2024/034	Matters Arising & Action Points from previous meetings

Millennium Map
It was agreed that the smaller map will be donated to the Village Hall.

Wessex Internet
No update.  

2024/035	Planning Applications and Housing Matters
To comment on any planning applications notified to this Council up to the date of this meeting;

(a) [bookmark: _Hlk150796516]None.

2024/036	Reports from the Dorset Councillors
Dorset Councillor Report
Although we have a new administration, starting on new action has been slowed by attention to the General Election on July 4th.  They have reduced the controversial parking charges in honeypot car parks. They have started a review of many old policies as so many are outdated. The Council have reallocated money from reserves to cost of living support, and commissioned 3 Adult Care reablement homes. 

2024/037	Village Reports
Morden Village Hall (MVH) 
The hall continues to be extremely busy with some weekday availability on August but July and September completely full.   Weekends very busy to mid-November.

MORDEN COMMUNITY LUNCH held on 2nd Wednesday of the month continues to be very popular

VILLAGE PICNIC AND GAMES AFTERNOON Saturday 13 July from 3pm.  
Thank you to everyone who came along or helped at the Rounders game in June especially Claire and Maddy who cooked up some very tasty burgers and hot dogs.  It was great fun and I suspect that the 2 doggy ‘fielders’ won players of the match!!  For July we’re ringing the changes.  So bring along a picnic and join in the games.  Teas, cakes and bar available.

SOLAR PANELS INSTALLED
In a bid to reduce Morden Village Hall’s carbon footprint and our electricity bill, we installed a solar array of 28 panels in June.  These will generate up to 13.3 Kw of electricity and will save over 4.1 tonnes of CO2 each year.  The installation also included a diverter to heat the hot water using any spare electricity.
.
The project has been part funded by Low Carbon Dorset as part of the UK Government Shared Prosperity Fund.

2024/038	Governance Tasks (including risk assessments, parish website, Section 137 Grants, and governance documentation)
· S137 Grants & S133 – None
· New Model Financial Regulations – Adopted.

2024/039	Financial Matters
Cheques were authorised as follows:-

	[bookmark: _Hlk24393080]Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	
	L Hole
	Clerk wages 
	296.26

	
	HMRC
	PAYE payment
	62.20

	
	Payroo
	Payroll software
	6.00

	
	Dorset Council 
	Election costs
	50.00

	
	Maria Burns
	Map
	195.00



2024/040	Roads and Highways
In Morden the footpath from Wyatts to Hill farm has been cleared though there is a detour at Hill farm through the yards rather than through the horses.
The second cut of c & d category roads I have been told will reach Morden by the end of July. Please continue reporting verge problems online - Dorset Council Highways. Chair Alex Brenton has reported Morden Park Corner for extra cuts twice this summer. 
No date for re-surfacing the road.

2024/041	Parking
Parking at New Lane to be followed up with Chair Alex Brenton.

Cllr. Mary Mathers will ask for the noticeboards to be maintained.

2024/042	Village Maintenance
The fingerpost at Drove Road needs to be looked at.

2024/043	Progress on Projects

The Village Map is up.

The fingerpost is in hand.  

Additional Defibrillator – Reporting back in September.  

Planter on New Lane – No response from the landowner yet or Wessex water. 

2024/044	Tree Officer Report
Nothing further.

2024/045	Report and comments on burial ground
Nothing further.

2024/046	Parish Councillor Vacancy
The Parish Council vacancy will be advertised again.

2024/047	Items for information
Nothing further.

2024/048	AOB
Nothing further.

2024/049	Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 9th September 2024 at 7.30 pm at Morden Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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