WHY A PARISH PLAN?
A  NEW PARISH COUNCIL
Nash Parish Council was re-established by Shropshire Council on 28th June 2018 as a consequence of the resignation of all previous Nash Parish Councillors in April 2018. An Interim Council comprising Shropshire Councillors subsequently sent out letters to all Nash residents inviting people to come forward to be co-opted onto the re-formed Parish Council.
From September 2018 onwards new local Parish Councillors were co-opted and from the outset pressed Shropshire Council to take action on the poor state of highway maintenance, lack of ditch and culvert clearance and the problem of speeding traffic on the B4214, albeit to little effect initially. In addition the new Parish Council received representations from local people keen to build homes for young family members on their own land in the parish but who had encountered major planning problems.
COMMUNITY CLUSTERS EXPLORED
Following advice from Shropshire Planning the Council investigated the possibility of promoting one or more “Community Clusters”; an approach which had enabled other Parish Councils to facilitate such developments; however we were advised that there were two prerequisites: first the need to conduct a local housing needs survey and second the promotion of a Parish Plan in compliance with Shropshire Council’s guidelines for community-led local plans which state:
“Parish and town plans are a means for a community to come together to decide what they want to improve or achieve in their areas. The end result is usually an action plan that sets out how the group intends to make improvement to the local area. In Shropshire, these plans form part of the strategic local plan, and can be used as ‘material consideration’ for planning purposes.”
As a consequence the proposal to develop a Nash Parish Plan was the main business of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2019. The meeting was attended by 25 members of the public in addition to seven Parish Councillors and following an address by our local Shropshire Councillor Richard Huffer, Charlie Pinckney, the Parish Council’s lead on planning matters, then rehearsed the raison d’être for parish plans and enumerated the four key reasons for developing one as follows:
· Parish Plans can be used to make sure local concerns and characteristics are taken into account before any planning decisions are made.
· The Plans may also Influence how local services are delivered.
· Parish Plans are an important tool that can be fed into other plans and strategies such as Local Plans, where the needs of individual villages and their surrounding countryside might not normally be adequately considered.
· In certain circumstances the Parish Council can press the local planning authority to adopt the plan as a Supplementary Planning Document that would carry significant weight as a material consideration in the planning decision-making process.”

POPULAR SUPPORT FOR A PARISH PLAN

Following a lively and enthusiastic debate in which nonetheless some scepticism was expressed as to the extent Shropshire Council would be influenced by a plan from a small parish like Nash, a vote was taken and 20 out of the 25 members of the public present voted in favour of developing a Parish Plan whilst some 14 volunteers put themselves forward as members of a Parish Plan Steering Group. 

Over the subsequent 12 months a housing needs survey and a parish social survey were completed and the results made available through social media. In addition to ongoing debate at Parish Council evening meetings involving members of the public, two well attended daytime consultation meetings have been held in which a large amount of additional material has been gathered from both post-it and hands-on-planning sessions to augment and refine the survey findings.

The COVID -19 pandemic has delayed the delivery of the draft plan and the revised timetable is now:

Mid June – Second draft for discussion
End June –Complete environmental survey
Mid July – Agree final draft
August – 4 week public consultation
Early September – Agree final document
17th September – Adopt plan at Parish Council Meeting

It is intended that all discussions and consultations should be done on line.


