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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH

The Annual Meeting of the Parish started at 7.00pm in Wilmington Village Hall on Wednesday May 25th, 2022.  The Chairman and members of the Parish Council and District and County Councillors were available to report to its electorate on what it has accomplished in the preceding year and receive their comments.
Those present Cllrs Rupert Joy (Chair), Iain Morison, Andre Pearsall, Helen Parr (EDDC), Marcus Hartnell (DCC), Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).  Members of the public Pip Morison and Trudy Pearsall.

As no questions were asked, it was felt best to move on to the main Council meeting.
The meeting ended at 7.15pm

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The Councillors were summoned to attend a meeting of the Widworthy Parish Council held at Wilmington Village Hall on Wednesday May 25th, 2022 starting at 7.15pm (after the conclusion of the Annual Parish Meeting).  
Those present Cllrs Rupert Joy (Chair), Iain Morison, Pip Morison, Andre Pearsall, Helen Parr (EDDC), Marcus Hartnell (DCC), Carol Miltenburg (Clerk).  Member of the public Trudy Pearsall.
The following matters were discussed.   

MInutes 

1)  Election of the Chairman of the Council – Cllr Joy stood down as Chair, Cllr Pearsall agreed to stand and was elected by the Council and duly signing the acceptance of office.  Mrs Pip Morison has agreed to stand as a new Councillor and was duly approved by the members and signed the of acceptance of office.  Her Register of Interests form will be returned to the Clerk shortly.  Election of representatives to other organisations – this would be done on an ad hoc basis as required.  Cllr Joy noted that he would like to stand down as a member but will wait until a replacement is available.

2) No apologies for absence were required and no declaration of interests in items in this meeting were made. 

3) The minutes of the meeting of the council held on March 15th, 2022 were accepted and signed.  The meeting scheduled for April 17th could not take place as there was no quorum of members.

4) The Council accepted and agreed to abide by the updated a) Standing Orders (Rev 2020), b) Financial Regulations (Rev 07/2019) and c) Code of Conduct (Rev 04/2022).

5) The members reviewed the Insurance cover held by the Council and accepted the offer received from Gallagher Insurance and asset register was reviewed and accepted.

6) Matters arising from previous minutes. Noticeboards – The Clerk now has received the grant for the noticeboard in Hayne Lane and will purchase one shortly.  The grant for the notice board at the Church was turned down.  The Council considered locating one on the verge at New Lane, the Clerk is in contact with DCC for permission.  Clerk also to contact the PCC to see if they could contribute to a board adjacent to St Cuthberts but though this may not be as good a location as the verge.  Post box – Royal Mail have advised that a planning application is being place to relocate the Post Box to the verge at the corner of New Lane. The Council accepted the revised meeting calendar.

7)  Reports from Parish, District & County Councillors also any others.
Cllr Hartnell (DCC)  reported that the reforms to social care will have implications for the County Council.  There is still a lot of pressure on the Highways Department budget which will affect the service they offer.  Face to face meetings are now being held at County Hall.
Cllr Parr (EDDC) confirmed that they are still meeting over Zoom.  The new car park charges have being introduced - £1.50/hour inland and £2/hour in prime carparks.  The Colyton public toilet is scheduled to be closed but she emphasised how important for the town it is to keep it open.  

8)  Public Forum. No questions / comments.

9)  Highway Matters. Cllr Hartnell had spoken to Neil Parish MP, prior to his resignation, concerning the problems with the A35 through Wilmington.  He will now take up the matter with the new MP.  It was agreed the Council should meet with the other Parish Councils again.  There was a general discussion on the behaviour of Highways England and their e mail to Barbara Cuthbertson concerning the mobile speed camera.  This will be sent to   Cllr Parr and Cllr Hartnell.  The Clerk was asked to write to Highways England concerning the overgrown hedges on the A35 as there seems to have been no response to the Council letter.

10)  Finance. Payments to be made A J Gallagher £378.23 insurance, DALC £80.25 subscription.  Payments received – EDDC £1750 precept, HMRC £251.66 VAT refund.    The bank statements were available for viewing. 
The Council received and accepted the annual accounts and audit. a) The Chair signed the Certificate of Exemption (Form 2); b) The Chair signed the Annual Governance statement (section 1); c) The Chair signed the Accounting statements (section2). d) The Council accepted the Internal Audit Report.

11)  Planning – 22/0650/VAR – Land at The Old Coach house, Widworthy, EX14 9JS;  The Council had no objections.
22/1093/FUL Home Farm Hotel, Proposed replacement dwelling and formation of access drive and parking area.  The Council had no objections.

12)  Platinum Jubilee planning.  It was agreed to place the plaque by the Jubilee Oak tree at 10am on Friday, 3rd June.  Clerk to circulate on the Facebook sites.  The Council discussed the possibility of a beacon being lit at 10pm on Thursday, June 2nd at 10pm.  Cllr Joy will investigate and advise.  

13)  Correspondence received. None

14)  Any Other Business. Training – the schedule of training by DALC was circulated to Councillors.  The Clerk was asked to write to the EDDC Monitoring Officer concerning Cllr Paul Arnot as he has never attended a meeting since his election.

Date, place & time of next meeting:-  28th June 2022 at Whitford Hall starting at 7.30pm
The meeting ended at 8.45pm
