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Smallar authority name: Rolvenden Parish Council
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVEENANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (3] 2015/234)
The Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S] 2020/404)
NOTICE |

1. Date of anmouncement, 28 July 2020

(=

Z. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return [AGAR) needs
to be reviewed by an extermal auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Lid.
The unaudited AGAR has been published with thiz notice. Az it has vol to be reviewed by the |
appointed auditor, it is subject to change a5 a result of that reviee,

Amy person interested has the right 10 inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the
financial year to which the awdit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, reccipts
and other documents relating 1o thase récords must be made available for inspection by any person
intergated. For the year ended 31 March 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable
notice by application to

Peter Sefterfield, Parish Clerk.
Wealden House, Grand Parade, Littestons THNZE BNG_
rohendanclerki@grmail com

()

COMPTENCING on (e

and ending on (d) _ Friday 11 September 2020

Friday 31 July 2020

3. Local government ¢lectors and their representatives also have:

The opportunity to question the appainted auditor aboul The accounting records; and

The right to make an objection which concenms 3 matler in respect of which the appointed auditor
could either make a public interest repart or apply 1o the court for a declaration that an item of |
account is uniawul Written notice of an objoction must first be given to the audtor and a copy
sent 1o the smaller aulhority

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose bebwoeen
thi above datas only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR iz subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions
of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the
MNADQ's Code of Audit Practice 2015, The appointed auditor is:

PEF Littlgjohn LLP [Rof: SBA Team)
15 Weatferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

(b pief-litthejobmn. com)

wh anmuncement iz made by (o) Potor Sotterfield Parizh Clerk & Responzible Financial
car
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: & SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
gouncils, imternal drainage boards and "other’ smaller authorities,

The hasic position

The Local Audit and Accountabality Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appainted to smaller
authonties. This summarny explains the provizions contained in Sechons 26 and 27 of the Act The Act,
the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment)
Regulations 2020 alse cover the duties, responsibilies and nghts of smaller authorties, other
organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited

As a local elector, or an inlerested person, you have cerain legal righis in respect of the accountng
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area o which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulling costs imcurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of vou exercising vour rights through their council
tam.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but iz not limited o local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
boaks, deeds, confracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or docurments, Your inspaction must be about the accounts, ar
ralate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for examplo, inspect or copy docurments unrelated to the
accounts, or that nclude personal information (Section 28 (8) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot nspect information which is protected by commercial
confidantality. This is mformation which would prejudice commaercial confidentiality if it was raleased to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed

When smaller authonbes have inshed preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish tham (ncluding on a webste). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘penod for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
wizbsite, that the accounting records and refated documents are available 1o inspect By arangament
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
hawve to pay a copying charge, Legislative changes have been made as a result of the restrictions
imposed by the Coronavirus for the 201920 reporting year which mean that there is no
requirement for a common period for public rights. The period for the exercise of public rights
miust however commence on or before 1 September 2020, The advertisement must set out the dates
of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can communicate 1o the smaller authority that
you wish ta inspect the accounting records and related docurments, the name and address of the auditaor,
and the relevant lagisiation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accourting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your night to a5k questons of the external auditor is enshrined in law
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not abways obliged to
do s0. For example, the guestion might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve dispropoicnate cost [which s borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not Satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records,

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be dong in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concemn as soon as possible. The



advertisenent or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
penod for the exercise of public rights durmg which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questons under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you knaw
what they confain, Please remember that vou cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other guestions
about their acoounts for any year, at any bme. But these are not guestions under the Act

You can ask the external avditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘'what' questions, not “why' questons. The external auditor cannot answer
quastions abowt policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records, Remember that your guestions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your guestions in writing

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller guthority Mow you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an tem in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply 1o the High Court for 3 declaration that an tem of account 5
unlawful, or o issue a report on matters which are in the public interest You must t2ll the extemal
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about . You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income of spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external audtor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that yvou are an elector in the smaller authority's area

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely,

detaiks of any tem in the accounts that you think i unlawiul, znd

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make 2 public inferest
report

& & 4 4

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the prwers available under the Local Audit and Accountabilty Act 20714

A final word

You may not use this nght to object’ 19 make a personal complaint or claim aganst your smaller
authorty. You should take such complaints to your kecal Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with guestions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
rust take inte account is the cost that will be invelved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interast to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply 1o the courts for a declaration that an dem of account & unlawiul, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority's appointad
exiernal awditor please write to the address n
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
FPutication of Unawdited Annual Governance &

| Accourtability Return
|

For more detziled guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the |
publication Local authority acoounts. A guide to
your nights are avadable from the MAC website




section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of

Rolvenden Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that

1. Wl v put i gl arrangaments Tor effectve financal |
managemaent gurng e year, and for he pregaration of
e acrouriling stademenss.

2. ¥e meimtained an adequale Syslem n'l'il'.r.l-wnal corrod
mcluding measunes desipned fo prevent and detes frad
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|
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A, Wi provided proges apgnlunily durng e year for
the: cxcrrise of chachors’ nghts in eccordance wath e
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exlernal mzuranoe cover whars requrd

B Ve mraintained throughout the wear an adeguate and
eftective gyatem ol inlerm:sl audit of the acoouniing
raconds and control yebems
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| iy reparts rom inlesmal and exformal aedit
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emammalion o sudd | .
i

*Flease provide explanations to the external audilor on & separate sheet for each "Moo’ response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement,

Tl'is..ﬁrml.nal G::uerna:_w:-e Statement was approved at a | Sigmad by the Chairman and Clerk, of the moeting where
meeting of the authority on approval was given
21 [o7 f e
and recorded as minute reference Chairrman P
Y
Clark

| Cher information required by the Transparency Codes (nof part of Annual Governance Statement)
Authority web address

DLy £ . fg[v{-:a‘jlﬂ"?ﬂ'&lny' Louvncd . 3 9 - Uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

Rolenden Parish Council

YE3E Brhng

31 March 31 March 1 Do ot isave any
201G Haures mirst
| 1. Balances brought Tua‘af halances am:n'remsa”ﬁe beginnirg of e year
forward 3,047 10,6897 | as recarded in the financial recands Value must agree fo
Box T -r.u’prm-mﬂ Vet
2. (+} Pretopt or Rates and Tkl armount of procept (or for IDBs rates and lovies)
Levies 31.433 37,194 recoived or receivabla in the yesr Exclude any grants
) ] - reeived. =T |
3. (#} Totad ofhar receipts Todal incomme r:rrmw,r:rgas resconiied wy the cashibook less
27408 25 819/ the pracept or ratesdewes reoived (fine 2). Include any
1 IS PRCaivad
4, () Stalf costs e s1a:eD Total expenditure or payments made fo and on befalf
Q059 8 426 of all employess. Inclide gross salaies and wages,
d ' | ampioyers M coninbidthons, erapdopors pension
_________ coninbutions, Q’Hwﬂﬁ A SSRGS Rnents |
5. (=) Laon imlesasticapatal Totsl expresdfong o ppments of copitad s e
repayments 361 14,{]'Uﬂi made durtrg the year on the suthonty's bormowings (i any)
B, () All ther payments Aosiarey) | rata Expenadilire oF payments 8% recorded in the cazh.
41,771 47 Q88| nook iess stall costs {line 4) and lnan inferasticamital
repaymants (ine 5)
7. (=) Balances carngd | ot belances and raaeme.s arme end of the year, Must
: forward | 10,697 3,296 pgual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).
= | ESEES 1 T T
f 8. Totad walue ;:'ur cash and T A _if-'h:: Sumn of alf currend and depostdt bank accounts, cozh
short tarm investmants 10,697 3,296 | haldirgs and shar term invesiments held as at 31 March -
e ot o O To agree with bank reconciliation,
I‘El Tﬂmlllxaﬂﬂmtsplus The value of & the property the authonty awns — i 15 moade
| long term investments 28, 656 28 656 | up of alf itz fived asseis and lomg tem mvestments as of
| and a55els AT Mawech
10, Total Barrowings The cuatslarching capila balece oz o 37 March of el foans
24,000 10,000 freem shired parties finchiding PWLE).
| 11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosura note The Catmeil, a5 & body comporate, acts a3 sale frsstes for
ree Trust furds (includeyg charitate) and is raspongihie for manadging Trust funds o assets
J ME The Fgves o e accouning statermants ahove oo
| real include any Trust ransachions

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
Staterments in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or ircome and expendifure basis following the guidance in
Govemanse and Accountability for Smaller Authorfies - 2
Practiionars’ Gusde to Proper Practices and present fasrly
the financial position of this authonty

Gigned by Responsible Finandal Officer before being

presented to the 2 A Toft approval
Fa /;—"J

?.ch'-"j"?d

[rate

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019020 Part 3

I confirm that these Accounting Statements wers
approved by this authomty on this date

2y }a?/'la

ag recorded in mimgte refarenoo

Y19

Signed by Chairman of the meeting whe
Staterments ware 2

Apcounting
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