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    TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ    
  Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk
      Website: templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
    Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting 29 April 2025 commencing at 7.15pm
The meeting was attended by 16 Parishioners and the Parish Clerk.

A presentation was made by River Parish Councillor Michael Innes & Martha Noakes from the White Cliffs Countryside Partnership titled “Our finest Dour”.

The River Dour is one of only 200 chalk streams in the world. It contains important natural features such as White-water crowfoot and a gravel-based riverbed.

It contains Brown Trout, European Eels, Kingfishers & White-Water Crowfoot plants.

The Wild Trout Trust undertook a survey of the River Dour in 2009, and in April 2025 they re-visited to undertake a further survey (results currently awaited).

There is a need to create good eco-potential, however there is pollution in the river caused by incorrect plumbing from properties; Southern Water should be contacted to resolve these issues.

The Dour’s catchment is 100% groundwater abstraction. The local area has some of the highest water users in the UK with an average of 152L per person per day compared to the national average of 141L.

There is a need to try to get the abstraction point moved further down the river in order to stop it drying up in periods of sustained hot & dry weather.

Currently the River Dour Volunteer group visits the river monthly between April & November to check for pollution and remove litter; more volunteers are required to enable more frequent visits to greater parts of the river. Potential volunteers to contact Martha Noakes.

There was a request for Temple Ewell Parish Council to consider joining River Parish Council & White Cliffs Countyside Partnership to support this project.

Former Parish Councillor, Lynda End who has supported many village groups over the year was presented with a certificate by Parish Council Chairman, Dr. Michael Parks in recognition of her award from the Kent Association of Local Council Community Award scheme.

Reports from various village organisations were read as follows:

Temple Ewell Parish Council (Parish Clerk)

Madeline Watson Charity Allotments (Parish Clerk)

Temple Ewell Newsletter (Jenny Miles)

Temple Ewell Primary School (Angela Matthews/Nicholas Robbins)

Temple Ewell Village Hall (Mike Brodie/Parish Clerk)

Dragon Wood (Bob Newington/Parish Clerk)

The Parish Clerk then provided the audited accounts for the year ended 31 March 2024 and the unaudited accounts for 31 March 2025 and gave a summary of the financial position of the Parish Council throughout the past year. No questions were raised.
The meeting finished with a Question & Answer session; issues raised were as follows:

· The damaged and now removed bus shelter by Lorna’s Hairdressers is yet to be replaced and will be needed by residents during the winter months. The Parish Clerk confirmed that it was damaged by a Stagecoach bus and is also owned by them; he will chase Stagecoach regarding a replacement shelter.

· There is again litter at the bottom end of Wellington Road. Local residents indicated that this is likely to have come from staff & visitors of the nearby care homes. The Parish Clerk will contact Dover District Council and write to the Care Homes reminding them not to leave litter from their vehicles on the roadside.

· There remain potholes that are dangerous for pedestrians’ at Brookside near to the entrance to King George’s Field. The Parish Clerk will contact Kent County Council Highways seeking urgent repairs.

· Temple Ewell Newsletter offered to host a free advertisement for people to join the new village Speedwatch Group.

· The Parish Clerk advised that there had been a recent article on the Kent News internet site entitled “The underrated Kent riverside” which featured various photos and items of interest within Temple Ewell.

Meeting closed at 8.17pm

