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Sunday 1 September   Trinity 10 10.00 

Benefice Eucharist in CHARING, a Farewell Service for Canon Sheila Cox 
 

Sunday 8 Trinity 12 11.00   Matins 

Morning Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer, with hymns 

 

Sunday 15 Trinity 13: No service in Hothfield 
 

Sunday 22  Trinity 14 11.00   H4 

an informal service for all the family 
 

Sunday 29 Trinity 15 11.00 

Benefice Harvest Communion here in Hothfield  
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Harvest 
Supper 

 

28 September 2019 
7pm   

Hothfield Village Hall  
 

TICKETS £6, CHILDREN UNDER 10 £3  
FROM HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS 

… and follow that the next day with the 

H AR VES T  
F ES T I VAL 
S ER VI C E  

Sunday 29 September  

at 11.00am in Saint Margaret’s 
Come and celebrate the harvest  

along with all our friends from Charing, Charing Heath, 

Little chart, Egerton, Pluckley and Westwell. 

Good-bye, Sheila 
You will notice that there are two Benefice services this 

month, The first, in Charing on 1 September, is where 

we say farewell to Rev. Canon Sheila Cox, who has been 

our Rector for the past seven years. Sheila has been a 

counsellor, inspiration, leader and good friend to all in 

the G7 Benefice, and we shall miss her like crazy. Our 

best and fondest wishes go with her for a peaceful re-

tirement in rural Shropshire. 



Village Hall 
  

Regular Activities 
  

Mondays Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am.   

Tuesdays West Coast Swing Dancing 8. to 10.30pm. 

Wednesdays  Hothfield Play-Days 
   a soft play session for children  

   under 5 and their parents 
  Dog Training 5.30-9pm 

Thursdays  

Fridays Toddler Sense 9.00 to 12.00am. 

Saturday  Rugby Tots 9-11.45am.  
  

To book the Village Hall for your Parties,  

Get-togethers, etc.,  

please ring Paul on 07719 227542, 

or email hothfieldhall@outlook.com 

Or visit www.hothfieldhall.online 
 

Prices: Village £10 per hour,  

Outside Village £12.50/hour 
 

All Day Hire – Village £175.00  

(£175.00 deposit required). 
 

All Day Hire – Outside Village £250.00  

(£250.00 deposit) 
 

Children's Birthday £35.00 first 4 hours,  

For full minutes of meetings of Hothfield Parish Council, please either see the 

noticeboard outside the village shop or visit www.hothfield.org.uk 
PLEASE NOTE: The email address for the Parish Council is  

parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk 

 

August prize winners: 
1st Prize  no. 49  £24-75 

2nd Prize  no. 189  £14-85 

3rd Prize  no. 126  £9-95 

 

Cost to enter: only £1 per draw,  

£12 per year or £6 for six months.  

Collect a form from  

HOTHFIELD POST OFFICE 
Or telephone Peter on 01233 623568 

 The end of our summer term saw the usual fun and games. 

Scouts finished their pioneering project, building ballistas to 

launch tennis balls across the field. They then went on camp 

and had a brilliant time. Difficult to believe they fitted so 

much fun and different activities into a week. Cubs had the 

official weigh in for their potatoes which were sponsored, 

encouraged and judged by Charing Gardeners Society. Thank 

you for the support. Cubs then had a day of water activities 

on Conningbrook Lake. Brilliant fun! Beavers are planning 

another sleepover before the autumn gets too cold. 
We are collecting used printer ink cartridges for recycling 

(not laser toner cartridges). If you have any please let any of 

the leaders know. We get paid to collect them and this helps 

to pay for the running of our headquarters. 
gsl_charingscoutgroup@hotmail.co.uk 

Terry Lister, Group Scout Leader 

1st Charing Scouts 

Anyone for Tennis?  

Just a reminder that Hothfield has a Tennis Court!   The Multi-

purpose Games area has a tennis net, kept in the green box.   Keys 

are available from Malcolm Cook, Tel 01233627323 or Penny Sutcliffe 

01233634191.  

The Sheep Whisperer (Photo: Val Butcher) 

http://www.hothfield.org.uk
mailto:Parish.clerk@hothfield.org.uk


We are enjoying the full 

glory of the heather and the 

late summer insect and bird 

activity. A cool find reported 

by warden Ian Rickards is the 

Beewolves, Philanthus triangu-

lum, a large solitary wasp of 

sandy areas. After seeing a 

small number over the last 

couple of years, there seem 

to be dozens this year. Adults 

feed on pollen but their lar-

vae eat meat, so the female 

paralyses, then carefully car-

ries honey bees to the bur-

row in the sand, and lays an 

egg on them. Each cell has 

several bees, preserved from 

mould in the humid warmth 

by nitric oxide emitted by the 

bee eggs.  

Gaseous emission is a solu-

tion used by some sundew 

species to avoid eating the 

insects they need for pollina-

tion, leaves and flowers emit-

ting different combinations of 

volatiles. Here in the upper 

bog, however, the round-

leaved sundew, Drosera rotun-

difolia, uses spatial separation 

and colour; the tiny white 

flowers are attractive and 

easy to land on, and carried 

along a slender stem rising 

several inches above the ro-

sette of leaves, not obviously 

connected to the plant to the 

human eye, and well placed to 

attract passing flying insects. 

The leaves pressed close to 

the soggy ground or moss 

entrap insects crawling 

around. Thus immediate sur-

vival of the plant and provi-

sion for future generations 

are catered for. 

One of the many uses of 

heather was to make ale, and 

another shrub on the heath-

land, bog myrtle or sweet 

gale, Myrica gale, was used to 

sweeten heather ale. There is 

just one colony of sweet gale, 

in a square of wooden fencing 

halfway up the upper bog on 

the left, visible from the 

causeway. Thought extinct 

since the 1960’s, it is not 

known how this species has 

survived hidden for so long. A 

strongly resinous shrub, it 

was a precursor to hops in 

ale, provided fragrant oven 

wood, resin for candles, in-

sect repellent and poultices, 

and a yellow dye. It’s a good 

botanical for gin and vodka, 

was an Ingredient in Viking 

berserker brew, and I bet the 

druid Getafix in 

As ter ix  knew 

about it. Gale is 

from Old English 

gagol as in the 

place name Gals-

worthy. 

Ticks have been in 

the news this sum-

mer. Ian reminds 

walkers that ticks 

on humans on the 

reserve are still 

few and far be-

tween, but defi-

nitely increasing 

and a very regular 

occurrence on 

dogs. He advises 

keeping dogs to 

the main paths and 

checking your-

selves and your 

dogs on leaving the reserve. 

For tick removal and other 

medical information go to the 

NHS website.  The Heathland 

is open to everyone; trails are 

signposted and marked on 

entrance maps, as is the loca-

tion of livestock.  The notice-

board down the main slope 

from the Cades Road car 

park gives recent wildlife 

sightings. Please keep dogs in 

check, especially around chil-
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dren and livestock, and keep 

them away from the heather 

and undergrowth where they 

will disturb sensitive wildlife. 

Please remove dog mess, 

including in the Triangle com-

partment. For email alerts on 

the location of the livestock 

on Hothfield contact  

Ian Rickards on 

ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk 

or 01622 662012.    

Margery Thomas 

SEPTEMBER ON HOTHFIELD HEATHLANDS 

Heather, ticks, Bog Myrtle  
and Beewolves 

Beewolf (Photo: Lucy Carden) 

Round-leaved Sundew 

mailto:ian.rickards@kentwildlife.org.uk


Flint arrowhead 

found at Hothfield 

Heathlands nature 

reserve 

While looking for but-

terflies on the nature 

reserve, Lucy Holden 

spotted a flint arrow-

head in a sandy path on 

3 August.  It’s less than 

3cm long and looks to 

be in good condition.  

Mrs Holden is kindly 

lending her special find 

to the history exhibition 

so that we can all see it.  

Other finds, such as bot-

tles, will also be on dis-

play, along with artefacts 

from the Manor and the 

village. 

 

Greek mystery 

solved 
Last month I men-

tioned the gravestone of 

Cecil Headlam, a poet, 

author and cricketer, 

that has some Greek 

text on it that we could-

n’t decipher.  Our appeal 

for a translation went 

from NextDoor Hoth-

field to the KM newspa-
per and from there to 

The Times newspaper 

(and the Metro).  Aca-

demics at various Ox-

ford Colleges, where 

Cecil studied, offered 

their suggestions, and 

others around the coun-

try posted a translation 

on Twitter.  It seems 

that there are some er-

rors with the letters on 

the headstone but the 

Greek text says: “Love 

always bound together the 

lovely union to the utmost:/ 

as he loved her, so in turn 

May loves him.” 

 

Cecil’s books 
A generous Hothfield 

resident bought, from a 

well-known on-line auc-

tion site, a box of books 

that had previously been 

owned by Cecil Head-

lam, no doubt part of a 

very large library that he 

might have had.  The 

books contain the Head-

lam family crest inside 

the front covers and sev-

eral have inscriptions 

from his wife Mary.  A 

couple of the books 

were inscribed at Broad-

mead, Charing, where 

Cecil and one of his 

brothers lived and died, 

whilst another was in-

scribed at Rochester.  

Cecil co-edited and 

compiled with Laurie 

Magnus a book  called 
“In Flowers of the 

Cave”.  Laurie appears 

to have presented Cecil 

with a copy of their own 

book and inscribed a 

simple message to Cecil 

in Latin.  Kindly, the 

scholars on Twitter have 

translated that for us 

too: “To Cecil Headlam 

Laurie Magnus has given, 

author to author, this an-

thology as a token and 

memorial/souvenir of 

friendship, companionship 

and thanks”.  (Both 

“ a n t h o l o g y ”  a n d 

“florilegium” literally 

see the 

c h u r c h 

bells. then 

adults, and 

a c c o m p a -

nied children over 12 years 

old, will be able to climb the 

narrow stone stairs to the 

bell tower.  There will also be 

children’s competitions with 

prizes.  The church is wheel-

chair accessible (apart from 

the bell tower and ringing 

floor), and there is free park-

ing.  Well-behaved dogs on 

leads can come along too. 

Copies of the book about 

Hothfield in the 20th Century 

will be on sale and available 

digitally along with the exten-

sive research about the parish 

written by Reverend Harry 

Russe l l  up  to  1902 .  

Rev.Russell is buried just out-

side the west door of Hoth-

field church, where there will 

be further material about 

some of the families that left 

Hothfield for Australia and 

the Americas. 

   For more information, 

please visit 

www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk 

Chris Rogers 

mean “collections of 

flowers”, so it’s a pun on 

the title of the book.) 

That book, and several 

others, will be on display 

at the history exhibition 

and we’re very grateful 

that these have been do-

nated to the village’s ar-

chive. 
 

" S t e p  i n  t o  

Hothfield's History"  

Exhibition: Saturday 

7 and Sunday 8 Sep-
tember, St Mar-

garet's Church 
We look forward to seeing 

you all at this free event on 7 

and 8 September between 

10.30am and 4.30pm.  Pic-

tures and documents from 

Hothfield’s past will be on 

show inside and outside St. 

Margaret's church, Church 

Lane. 

The Friends of St Margaret’s 

will be providing light lunches, 

delicious home-made cakes 

and refreshments at the 

church café.  If you want to 
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Hothfield History Society 

http://www.hothfieldmemories.org.uk
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Hairdressing student 
Offers simple cuts, foils, colours 

etc. in your own home.  

Call Shannon on 

01233613821. 

And from July 2019, 

Men’s hair and beard trims 



POST 

OFFICE 
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AUTUMN PROPAGATION  7 September  9:30 – 14:30 

BRITISH RED CROSS GARDEN OPEN DAY 

13 September, 13:00 – 17:00 

POTAGER-NEW WORKSHOP   

14 September 9:30 – 12:30 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  

27 September 10:00 – 12:00 

Ceilidh - Barn Dance 
Live Music - Hothfield  
Saturday 7 September  

Live music from “Hot Rats”.  Caller: John Sweeney 

7:30pm to 8.00pm: Fun Ceilidh Skillz Workshop 

8:00pm to 11:00pm:  

Dance to Hot Rats’ wonderful music! 

During the interval John will be teaching the Salty Dog 

Rag for those who would prefer to dance  

rather than have a break. 

The Salty Dog Rag is a fun couple dance from the 1950s.  

As you can see from these two videos, you can do it in an 

energetic or a laid-back style – your choice.   

Or just sit back and watch! 

https://youtu.be/4MK-oKbvXms?t=108 (dance starts at 1:48) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5aZ68CGoQk 

 

Four of the last five Ceilidhs sold out – book/reserve for  

September 7th now by e-mailing john@modernjive.com;  

then pay with Internet Banking or PayPal. Details at  

http://contrafusion.co.uk/Saturday.html#Ticket 

Tickets are £10 in advance (£12 on the door if not sold out). 

Tenth Ticket Free – organise a party of ten, only pay for 

nine! Great music, great calling, great dances:   

No partner or experience needed.   

Bring your friends or come alone.  

Looking forward to seeing you on the dance-floor!  

Looking forward to seeing you on the dance-floor! 



AUNT JEMIMA’S NOTES ON MEN 

 

 

For all the men who think a woman's place is in the kitchen; remember that's where the knives are kept.  

Q: When can women make you a millionaire? A: When you're a billionaire.  

When a man opens the car door for his wife, you can be sure that either the car is new or the wife is.  

Most women would rather have beauty than brains, because most men can see better than they can think.  
My friend received hundreds of replies to my ad for a husband. They all say the same thing: "Take mine."  

 

Husband’s call to his wife: 

"Honey it's me. I don't want to alarm you but I was hit by a car as I was leaving the office. 

Paula brought me to the hospital. They have checked me over and done some tests and some 

x-rays. The blow to my head was severe. Fortunately it did not cause any serious internal  

injury. However I have three broken ribs, a compound fracture of the left leg, and they think 

they may have to amputate my right foot." 

Wife’s Response: 

"Who the hell is Paula?" 

 

A woman wants one man to satisfy her every need. A man wants every woman to satisfy his one need.  

What do men and women have in common? They both distrust men.  

Can you imagine a world without men? No crime, and lots of happy, fat women.  

There are two times in his life when a man doesn't understand women. Before marriage, and after marriage.  

I'd like to thank my husband for three wonderful years of marriage: 1982, 1984 and 1987.  
Men are like parking spaces; All the good ones are taken, and the ones left over are disabled. 

The difference between a knife and an argumentative man is that a knife has a point. 

God make Adam before Eve because everyone needs a rough draft before they make the final copy. 


