Boughton-Under-Blean Bowls Club
New Bowler’s Induction Pack

Welcome to the club

On behalf of the club president, the Chairman and all the committee,

we would like to welcome you.

Please take time to look through this pack which we hope contains all the information you need to understand the
sport of bowls, how the club works and who is who.

By now you will have had at least one session with the club coach or another trainer.

Please don’t hesitate to ask anyone questions if you need help. We are a very friendly club and everyone wants to
help our new members.

The club has a web site which has a lot of useful information within it.
Look for Boughton-under-Blean Bowls club and follow the Hugo Fox link.

There is also a social scene at the club with such activities as Bat and Trap, Quiz evenings, music nights and more.

Club badges, Tie Pins, Ties, bowls stickers and label badges are available from behind the bar.
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Brief History of Boughton-under-Blean Bowling Club

In 1986 a group of villagers got together with the idea of forming a bowls club starting from scratch. Initially
short-mat bowls, which proved to be very popular, was played in the village hall while a site for an outdoor
green was sought. A piece of very neglected land attached to the George public house owned by
Whitbread’s was identified as a possibility and in due course a lease was signed.

All the work on the formation of the green was carried out by members who not only gave their time, but
also cajoled local businesses for the hire of earthmoving equipment necessary to dispense with the 16
degree slope on which the site was situated. Once it had been levelled a drainage system was installed and
after final levelling the seed was sown. Unfortunately, that summer was extremely hot and dry and
without any source of watering the seed failed to grow. After reseeding the following year, a green began
to appear and it was finally opened in 1991. A clubhouse was constructed and an irrigation system was later
installed. It was not long before the green began to be regarded as one of the best in the area.

Whitbread decided to close the public house and dispose of the site and new landlords took over. Initially
all went smoothly until a dispute over our rights of access for motor vehicles arose. After a few years of
trying to solve the problem, which cost the club a large amount of money for legal fees, it was decided by
the members that we did not have a future at this site and we reluctantly surrendered our lease. For the
following two years all matches were played away from the village. Fortunately, our President, a local
farmer, knew of our plight and offered us a plot of land on a long lease and with a much more affordable
rent. The members gave the go ahead and once the lease was in place professional bowls green
constructors were engaged to construct the new green. Work started in 2010 and the new green was
officially opened at the beginning of the 2012 season. Temporary buildings were put in place which served
their purpose admirably. In 2017, a new club house was opened. This was built by the members of the club
who donated their time and also the members that gave generous donations towards the build. Full details
and photos can be seen on the website under: ‘New Club House’. The club has gone from strength to
strength and all visitors are very appreciative of the standard of the green, surroundings and club house. In
the 2021/22 season, the green was damaged by leather jackets. The chemical used to control this pest was
temporarily removed from the clubs allowed range and at the time of writing, other avenues are being
explored to return the green to high standard. Autumn 2023 saw the chemical returned to general use for
the club. The 2024 season saw the club host a number of prestigious matches on one of the best kept
greens in the county.

On the foundation of the club all those years ago it was agreed that we would be a mixed club which at
that time was quite revolutionary. Some clubs were reluctant to accept us and one club refused to
correspond with us because we had a female secretary.

How things have changed following the recent merger of the E.B.A. And the E.W.B.A. to form Bowls
England!
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The Club House

The club house is opened by the use of a special code.

The person opening the club house takes responsibility for the health and safety of the
session. For example, they would call for an ambulance if needed and liaise with any of the
emergency services if required. During the winter months when short mat is played, a log
(kept by the front door) must be kept of the member opening and closing the building. This
responsibility may be passed on to another member, if for some reason the person who
opened up has to leave. It is very important that the person taking over has agreed to do
so. At the end of the session that person should ensure that:

e All heating/AC units are off including the kitchen.

e All water heaters and kettles are off.

e All lights have been switched off

e All windows are closed and locked.

e All window blinds are pulled down.

e The kitchen door is in the closed position.

e Both the main doors are locked.

e The equipment store and changing rooms are locked.

e The keys have been returned to the key safe and the numbers scrambled.
e The gate is closed and latched.

During the summer, the club house is set out with tables and chairs and no bowls are allowed to be
brought into the club house. In the winter the short mats are put in place together with some chairs and
small tables. There is no smoking or vaping allowed in the club house or around the green. There is a
smoking and vaping area to the left of the club house. Smokers are asked to empty the ‘Butt Bin’ on a
regular basis.

Changing rooms

There are ladies changing rooms available at the end of the club house. The men’s changing rooms are
located at the far end of the green at the car park end. The club takes no responsibility for any valuables
left in these areas. There are bins in these areas. Please leave the changing rooms clean and tidy.

The kitchen

The kitchen is rated five stars for food hygiene by the local council and we must keep to the rules to maintain this
rating. If you are not sure, then leave it to the appointed volunteers to undertake any work in this area. No more
than three people should be in this area at any one time and visitors are not allowed to enter.

Tea and coffee used during roll ups is charged at 50p. This includes a packet of biscuits.

The kitchen is fully fitted with fridge, freezer, dishwasher, hot and cold-water dispenser, twin sinks and storage. All
food is labelled and checked on a regular basis.



The bar

The bar is accessed by a code known to the bar manager and volunteer bar staff.

There is a good range of drinks available both alcoholic and soft drinks. The charges are very reasonable and
payment can be made by cash or card.

Defibrillator

There is a defibrillator in the club house and a number of club members have under taken training on this device
which is simple to use. You can check out training by following the link from our website, or
online:https://youtu.be/UFvL7wTFzI0

Notice boards
There are a number of notice boards:

Social events
Here you can see what is planned and also put your name up if required to attend or assist at any of the functions

General information
This board has various items of interest and you can also sell items here at a cost of 10%.

Ladies matches

Information about ladies’ matches is shown here. You can put your name forward to the ladies’ captain if you wish
to play in any of the friendlies or league matches, home or away. The team selections are also placed on this notice
board. Away matches are mainly played in East Kent.

Mixed and men’s matches
Here you can put your name forward to the captain if you wish to play in any of the friendlies or league matches,
home or away. The team selections are also placed on this board. Away matches are mainly played in East Kent.

Also details of competitions at other clubs are displayed here and you could put your name forward to play at these.
They could be anywhere within our region or even further afield.

Short mat matches and information
Details of short mat matches are shown here along with roll up session times and team roll up times. There
are three teams: The Acorns, The Challengers and The Courtenays who all play in the East Kent league.


https://youtu.be/UFvL7wTFzl0

Some basic club rules
Clothing

For outdoor roll ups grey trousers/skirts/tailored shorts must be worn together with either a white shirt or club shirt.
Short mat roll ups are smart casual dress, but no cargo trousers or jeans.

The clothing for matches is shown on the team selection sheets and is greys with club shirts. Short mat is greys and
club shirts.

Footwear
Proper flat soled bowls shoes should be worn, often white for matches, but other colours are allowed.
Sandals.

The wearing of sandals is done so entirely at the wearer’s risk. The club takes no responsibility for any accidents
resulting from the wearing of this type of footwear.

Guests

Guests are allowed to try out up to three times and must be supervised at all times. The cost is £2 per visit and this is
deducted from the membership fee if the guest decides to join and is accepted. Trying out might be with one of our
trainers or the club coach.

Smoking and vaping are not allowed in the club house, or anywhere around the green. There is a smoking area at
the car park end of the club house. Smokers are requested to empty the ‘butt bin’ on a regular basis.

Roll up times

Outdoors on the green you can roll up Tuesday until Sunday from 11am until dusk subject to matches and
competitions. Check the diary on the table at the club house entrance.

Other rules

Some rules for playing bowls can be found under the ‘Playing on the green’ etiquette page and the competitions
page.



Volunteering

All members are asked to do at least eight hours of volunteering for the club during the year. This can take
many forms and a number of people undertake more than one duty or task. If everyone takes a turn, then
this lifts the burden from those undertaking multiple tasks.

Volunteering positions
First aiders

Ground staff assistants
Cleaners

Gardeners

Bar staff

Painters and decorators
Catering assistants
Plumbers

Electricians

Event assistants

General maintenance assistants

Equipment

Equipment you should supply would include proper clothing (tailored trousers or shorts, grey or white,
white socks and maybe a white hat) and correct flat soled footwear. Bowls can be loaned to new members
while you decide which size would suit you best. The club very often have second-hand bowls for sale at
very reasonable prices along with a lot of other bowls apparel. You may also want to invest in a measure,
wedges, chalk and bowls polish.

The club has bowls pushers, score boards for roll ups and matches along with all the other equipment
associated with the green. The club supplies the indoor short mat equipment, mats fenders, scoreboards,
jacks and chalk.



Playing on the green

Etiquette in Bowls

What is Lawn Bowls Etiquette?

Lawn bowls etiquette refers to guidelines which control the way ‘responsible players behave when bowling’.
They are simple, common-sense rules which can be followed easily. ‘Bowling etiquette’ is about good
sportsmanship, common sense and good manners.

1. BEON TIME

2. DRESS CORRECTLY

3. PRIOR TO THE GAME, Introduce yourselves to your opponents by your first names, and exchange
handshakes before the game, with perhaps a friendly comment such as ‘Enjoy your game’, or even ‘Have a
good game’.

4. DURING THE GAME
a) WHILST AT THE ‘MAT END’
Do not move about and make disturbing noises whilst an opponent is on the mat, nor stand in a position
where you might be in your opponent’s line of vision, or in sunny conditions allow your shadow to cause

distraction to the bowler. (The Laws of the Sport say a player should stand at least 1 metre behind the mat.)

Once it is your time to bowl, come into the mat from the left side and once you are done bowling, step off
from the right side of the mat.

b) WHILST AT THE ‘HEAD END’
i.  WHEN AN OPPONENT IS ON THE MAT TO DELIVER A BOWL:

Do not move about - in or near the ‘head’ - as it can be a distraction to the one about to bowl. Do not
gesticulate and wave your arms around.

Members of the opposing team should stand well behind the ‘head’ (generally six feet to two metres) when
an opponent is on the mat, and if the jack is in the ditch, stand on the bank behind the "Head".

In sunny conditions avoid allowing your shadow to cover the jack or the area close to the jack.

Avoid obscuring rink centre or boundary markers.

ii) ONCE THE BOWL HAS BEEN DELIVERED



‘Members of the opposing team’ - should - REMAIN well behind the ‘head’ whilst the wood is travelling up the
green and should ONLY GO NEAR THE HEAD - once the wood has come to rest and they assume control of the
rink; Only Skips and Seconds are allowed to visit the head to give instruction.

‘Members of the team that has just delivered a wood’ - should - once their wood has come to rest -
immediately retire well behind the head. THEY SHOULD — UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES - ENTER THE HEAD
TO CHECK TO SEE WHO HAS THE SHOT - and may only enter the head to mark a toucher.

NB: These appear to be two of the most common failings of etiquette that players need to be made aware.

i Players at the head end should be ready to stop deflected bowls from crossing into the adjacent rink and
interfering with neighbouring games; likewise, be alert to prevent bowls from adjacent rinks from messing
up your own head. Pay attention!

C) AT THE CONCLUSION OF EACH END

i Unless you are the player responsible for measuring and agreeing shots scored, keep well away from the
‘head’ and do not under any circumstances ‘kick away’ or otherwise move any bowls in the head until the
score has been clearly declared.

ii.  Thelead from the team who has won the end should proceed to pick up the mat and the lead from the team
that has lost the end should use the pusher to round up the woods. The other players should move the
woods into the centre of the rink to be collected by the lead with the pusher and someone should pick up
the jack and pass to the lead of the team that won the end. This keeps the game flowing. The second on the
home side should update the scoreboard when at that end.

Pay attention to the game on your rink, it is very frustrating to your team-mates if they feel that you are not
giving your full attention to the game by, for example, frequently leaving the green or chatting to players on
another rink.

5. BE ALERT AS YOU WALK AROUND ADJACENT RINKS

If you are walking around the green or along the banking for any reason, ensure that you do not walk across
the end of a rink where a player is on the mat and about to bowl towards you. Wait until the bowl has been
delivered and then cross the rink. Do not walk across rinks that other people are using. (see also 1b below)

1. AT THE END OF THE MATCH

a. Itis good sportsmanship to shake hands before and after a game, and introduce yourself when necessary.
After a game, it is tempting to leave immediately, especially after losing. Always ensure that you shake hands
and it is also customary for the hosts to buy a drink for the opposition. The opposition would normally
reciprocate.

b. All home players should assist in clearing the equipment from the rinks. This should only be undertaken
when all rinks have finished, as moving around will distract those still playing and especially distract those
rinks nearer the storage area.



c. HOW TO HANDLE WRONG DOING OR POOR ETIQUETTE

Unfortunately, even with several rules of propriety, behaviour contrary to the rules will arise once in a
while. Whether deliberate or, as a result of a mistake, a breach can be dealt with using the following
framework.

Politely ask the player to stop breaking the rules. If necessary, explain which laws they are breaking
through their behaviour. Be careful not to use insulting or vulgar language as it will only escalate the
situation.

If necessary, report to the team manager or Umpire.

Playing Short Mat Indoors

Roll up sessions
Tuesday until Sunday, 2pm until 4pm. (Subject to matches)
Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sundays 10.00am until 12.30pm.

For these sessions, members just turn up at least ten minutes before the session starts and no more than
half an hour early. When numbers are known, a draw takes place to establish teams to play. This may
involve triples, pairs, singles or a combination of all of these. Beginners usually take the lead position and
play first. The most experienced players would either play skip or second, but teams would sort this out.
New players who show talent after a few rollups may be invited to join a team by an eagle-eyed team
captain. These teams have a practice evening session available to them.

Team nights 6.30 until 9pm
Tuesday Challengers
Wednesday Acorns

Team morning 10am until 12.30
Thursday Courtenays
Matches

These are usually played by established teams whose members know which position they will be playing.
The rules of etiquette will apply here as they do outdoors, but some of the basics sometimes forgotten are:

Stand well behind the bowler.
Leads keep out of the way except to clear the bowls which should be passed to them by the seconds

Seconds only get on the mat when their skip is on the mat at the delivery end to explain the situation with
the head.

The score must be agreed by seconds before any bowls are touched. (Unless measuring necessitates
otherwise).



Club competitions

Club Competitions (Outdoor)

The club Competitions for 'outdoors' take place throughout the summer and short mat during
the winter. Club members can sign up to play in any of the competitions by putting their names
down on the lists which are on the notice board in the club house. The competition manager will
then work out the draws and display them on the notice board together with the dates that each
draw will need to be played by. Competitors at the top of the draw should then offer their
opponents three dates to play their game and when agreed, book a rink using the diary by the
club house entrance.

Singles games will need a marker to assist the players and score cards should be used. These will
then be handed to the competition manager to update the draws.

Each competition for 2022 costs £2 which should be paid to the competition manager.

The competitions comprise:

The Yardstick (a one-day competition)

A singles game using four woods. Only woods within a yard of the ‘teathered’ jack (The jack
cannot be moved) are counted. Number of ends can be between 8 to 20.

Club Triples (a half day competition)

Teams of three each having three woods and played over four games of 8 ends. Starts at Tpm.

Drawn Pairs (played by arrangement)

Two competitors per team using four woods over 18 ends

Men's singles (played by arrangement)

Four woods with the first to 21 points winning

Ladies’ singles (played by arrangement)

Four woods with the first to 21 points winning

Two wood singles (played by arrangement)

Two woods playing 21 ends.



Mixed singles (played by arrangement)
Four woods with the first to 21 points winning

Ladies’ invitation (a one-day competition)
A triples game. Ladies make up their own teams to play 18 ends

Emily Clayson memorial

This is a round of matches on the green, consisting of two wood triples.

Short mat competitions are:

Drawn pairs
Mixed singles
Mixed Triples
Ladies’ singles
Men's singles

County Competitions

Some members enter county competitions. There are plenty of choices including men’s, women’s, mixed,

seniors and juniors in a variety of games such as singles, pairs, triples and fours.

Competition is fierce and the winners receive county badges and could go on to represent the county in

the all-England finals at Victoria Park in Leamington Spa.

Any questions?

This is your chance to ask any questions which may not have been covered in this pack.

It helps us to improve the induction pack for future new members.

Some answers can be found in the many books available on the subject and on the internet.
Don’t be shy, as you can ask any of our members for help and advice and if they are not sure, they will point

you in the right direction.



