MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 12 July 2004 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Miss. M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

 



Mr. W. M. Caswell, Mr. G. A. Haswell, Mr. M. D. Hatley
 



Mr. J. A. Jones. Mr. A. J. Knight (until 20.10), Mr. W. H. Line,

Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads.

IN ATTENDANCE

16 Parishioners





P.C. A. Preston





P.C. N. Piper

1023
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle and Miss K. J. Rice.

1024
Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 10 May 2004, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.
1025
Public Participation

The Council adjourned from 7.10 until 8.05 for a period of Public Participation. The Chairman welcomed all the Parishioners to the Meeting and also P. C. Andy Preston and  P. C. Neil Piper. She had brought this Agenda Item forward as so many people were in attendance and understood that there were three main items Parishioners wished to discuss:-

1025.1
Speed Limits – A3090

The Clerk reported that the speed monitoring equipment had been installed on Ampfield Hill but as yet, none had appeared at the other end of the Village near to the Church and School. The proposal to install pedestrian refuges or islands had not progressed since the last meeting. However the Highway Authority had indicated that any application to install speed activated signs in the Village would be opposed on the grounds they would breach Ministry of Transport Guidelines. The same guidelines (Traffic Advisory Leaflet 1/04) stated it was Government Policy for a standard speed limit of 30 mph to be the norm for all Villages. The Clerk would continue to pursue these matters.

1025.2 Vandalism

The Chairman invited the Police Officers present to update the Meeting. It was stated that the problems had been in the Village for the past 6 months but the levels had escalated during the past 6 weeks culminating in 2 acts of arson. A juvenile had been arrested and charged with a number of offences which had been admitted – the due process of the law would now have to follow though it was unlikely to end up with either a Court Appearance or a custodial sentence. The Parishioners present stated that the problems had been ongoing for considerably longer than the 6 months mentioned and that they were so frustrated by the lack of Police response that not all incidents were now reported as the Police appeared “not to want to know”. The fire at the Barn in Green Lane was quoted as an example – the 999 call went out when the culprits were still around – the Fire Service arrived within 10 minutes but the Police were conspicuous by their absence. The Barn was right next door to a house which but for the swift action of the Fire Service could have gone up as well with the possible loss of life or serious injury to the family living there. The question of use of Neighbourhood Wardens in Ampfield was referred to Martin Hatley (Borough Councillor) for further action. It was stressed that without evidence, backed up with statements and the willingness to give evidence in Court legal matters could not progress very far.
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It was agreed that the main problem was the under resourcing of the Police at Romsey. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the Chief Constable (with a copy to Inspector Funnell at Romsey) setting out the Council’s concerns, asking how these would be addressed and offering a meeting to discuss the matters further    
1025.3
Village Shop
Ian Case introduced this subject and stated that a small group of around 12 people with various skills were currently investigating the possibility of re-establishing a Village Shop within Ampfield. Three possible sites had been identified – The Pub, The Golf Club and the Recreation Ground. Whilst there was some support for a Shop a Business Plan had yet to be finalised. The Council agreed to a line of communication with the Group through the Ampfield Recreation Ground Management Committee.

1026
Matters arising from the Minutes

1026.1
Declarations of Acceptance of Office

The Clerk confirmed that the Chairman had signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
1026.2
Environmental Improvements – School Area

Martin Hatley confirmed that he has asked the Contractor to cut the grass on the area opposite to the War Memorial Green. A decision about planting with shrubs could be taken at the September Meeting.
1026.3 Baddesley Road

The Clerk had nothing further to report.
1026.4 Speed Limits – A3090
This had been dealt with under Minute 1025.1

1026.5 Broadgate Farm Site


The Council was updated on the Meeting attended by the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Clerk and Borough Councillor with the Planning Department of Test Valley Borough Council. A Meeting with local Residents would be arranged shortly.

1026.6 Village Plan

It was agreed to seek further information on the preparation of a Village Plan from Test Valley Borough Council in the format of training sessions for Councillors. It was also agreed to look at other Planning issues at the same time.
1027 Financial Matters

1027.1 Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Caswell, seconded by Mr. Roads, that the following Accounts be paid: -  



John Shelton & Sons

Recreation Ground

1292.50



Stuart Jones


Recreation Ground

  400.00



Ampfield Golf Club

Recreation Ground

  599.25



P. Reynolds


Internal Audit


  260.00



A. Healey O E Ltd

Photocopier


    46.85



Panasonic Business Finance
Photocopier


    27.86



Panasonic Business Systems
Photocopier


    72.26



VSL Ltd



Software


    60.87
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J. K. Murray


Salary & Expenses

  685.37



Inland Revenue


PAYE



    94.91



J. K. Murray


Salary (August)


  319.83



Inland Revenue


PAYE (August)


    94.91



M. I. Rothwell


Expenses


      9.95

1027.2 Risk Assessment

Graham Roads presented a draft Risk Assessment which had been produced with the assistance of the Friends of Chapel Wood. It was agreed that this should now be discussed with Geoff Green of Cadnam who had offered his assistance and would have a look at Chapel Wood. It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk should attend such a meeting if available.

1027.3 Ampfield Village Hall

The Village Hall was currently seeking Tenders to put a Loop System into the Hall to meet current legislation requirements. They, as part of this exercise, were also looking at the cost implication of placing an amplification system in the Hall at the same time. It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider taking this over as a project and applying for grants from Test Valley Borough Council. The final decision is to be delegated to Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Finance Committee together with the Clerk (as RFO).
1027.4 Financial Regulations

The Clerk presented his first draft of a new set of Financial Regulations following advice from NALC earlier this year. Whilst the draft was generally accepted the Clerk was asked to make a number of amendments and bring back the papers to the September Meeting.

1027.5 Bank Mandate

It was agreed to amend the Bank Mandate to remove Mrs. McCallum and include Mr. Julian Jones. The necessary Forms were completed and signed.

1027.6 New Bus Shelters

(a) Green Pond Lane

It was noted that there was further deterioration in the brick shelter and that it was likely this would have to be demolished in the fullness of time. This (and any replacement) would be discussed at the Budget Meeting in November.

(b) Morleys Lane

The Clerk reported that the Shelter was now ready for installation but there were problems with the site – mainly the very thick hedge and small trees. The Clerk had arranged with the Highway Authority (because of the close proximity of the highway and the overhead power lines) that the work would be carried out by one of their approved Contractors. It was hoped to have the Shelter erected by the end of July.

(c) Baddesley Road

The provision of a Shelter in Baddesley Road would be discussed at the Budget Meeting in November

(d) A3090 – Potters Heron

A letter had been received from Mrs. E. Miessler of Bracken Cottage, Potters Heron Lane requesting a Bus Shelter at the Bus Stop opposite the Potters Heron. This request would be considered at the Budget Meeting in November. 
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1027.7 Ampfield Website

The Clerk reported on the progress being made of updating the website being undertaken by Nick Warren. The current website had been entered for the Hants Web Awards 2004.
1028 Ampfield Recreation Ground
1028.1 Management Committee

Mike Caswell had circulated a full report prior to the Meeting. It was agreed that a meeting with the Planning Department of Test Valley Borough Council should happen once we had all information in and before an application for planning consent was lodged with the Borough Council. Martin Hatley would liaise with the Management Committee over this
1028.2 Drainage Works – White Horse
Mile Caswell reported that the drainage works to the sewerage system had now been completed. The Council’s Solicitors had been kept informed as the Laurel Pub Company had previously agreed to amend the Land Registry documentation to allow the Parish Council equal rights of access to the system.

1028.3 Clearance of scrub etc.
Mike Caswell reported that this work had now been completed. The topographical survey had also been completed but he was awaiting the Report.

1028.4 Grass Cutting 
The Clerk has received an invoice from the Golf Club for some 17 cuts between 1 June and 30 September 2003. With the invoice had come a letter seeking discussion about the cost of the cutting in 2004. It was agreed that the Chairman of the Management Committee together with the Chairman of the Finance Committee and the Clerk should meet with the Director of the Golf Club to discuss all matters relative to the grass cutting. 
1029     Borough Local Plan

Nothing to report at this time – the Public Inquiry was scheduled to commence in the Autumn.
1030 New Obligations on Parish Councils

1030.1 Quality Parish Councils

Nothing further to report
1030.2 Allowances for Members of Local Authorities (including Parish Councils)

Nothing further to report 

1030.3 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.
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1031 General Correspondence

1031.1 HAPTC Circulars

Mail 041-04
Guidance on carrying out Local Investigation

Mail 042-04
Bulletin 211 – June 2004

Mail 043-04
HAPTC Training Seminar for New Councillors

Mail 044-04
Isitfair Campaign

Mail 045-04
Hampshire Village Initiative

Mail 046-04
Hantsweb Awards 2004

Mail 047-04
Disability Discrimination Act 1995

1031.2 Other Correspondence

(a) Local Policy Graduates Association Reunion

(b) Hampshire Highways News Spring 2004.

(c) Winged Trust Fellowship

(d) Community Safety Initiative (CIS) Street Lighting

(e) Andover & District Citizens Advice Bureau

(f) BT proposals – removal of public payphones

(g) Action News Update – June 2004 (49)

(h) Action Briefing – June 2004 (47)

(i) Action News Update – July 2004 (50)

(j) HCC Information Centres

(k) Changes to the Disability Discrimination Act

(l) Charity Law

(m) Scouting in Hampshire

(n) Insurance Regulation 
1032 Reports

1032.1 Planning Committee

The following Tree Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11 May 2004.

TPO.TVBC.00691/4

16 Beechwood Close
The following Planning & Tree Applications had been commented on at a Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 17 May 2004
TVS.03160/4


Land adjoining Woodside, Hook Road

TVS.08848/4


Ampfield Golf Club, Winchester Road

TVS.10341


Cambalt, Potters Heron Lane

TVS.04279/4


30 Straight Mile

TVS.08018/4


Silver Birches, 49 Hook Road

TVS.LB.00663


174 Knapp Lane

TVS.02381/1


Forest Edge, Straight Mile

TPO.00025/8


The Oaks, 19 Straight Mile

TPO.TVBC.00687/2a

35 Hocombe Wood Road

TPO.TVBC.00681/2

Kimbenlin, 342 Hursley Road

TPO.00025/9


Blossom Hill, Jermyns Lane

TPO.TVBC.00682/3

35 Hook Road

The following Planning & Tree Applications had been commented on at a Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 17 June 2004.

TVS.10347


24 Beechwood Close

TVS.10394


20 Beechwood Crescent

TVS.05708/2


Ridgeway, Hook Crescent

TPO.TVBC.00692/1

Amberley, 24 Beechwood Crescent

TPO.TVBC.00691/5

Woodlands, 56 Beechwood Close
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1032.2 Finance Committee

There had been no meetings of the Committee

1032.3 Footpath Warden

In the absence of the Footpath Warden there was no report
1032.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

Miss Rothwell had attended the Meeting of the Association on 13 May 2004 and reported briefly on what had been discussed.

1032.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report

1032.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

Nothing to report
1032.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

1032.8 C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report

1032.9 Village Hall Liaison

The major item had been dealt with under Minute 1027.3. 
1032.10 Tree Warden


Nothing to report
1032.11 School Governor

The Council was given an updated report on the position with regard to the current review being carried out on Primary Education within the Romsey Area. Everyone with any connection with the School was asked to write to the County Education Officer expressing their concerns about any proposed closure of Ampfield School.

1033 Highway Matters

1033.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

(a) Knapp Lane

The Clerk was currently in discussion with the Chief Engineer over various issues in Knapp Lane including flooding, ditching works, foul water and white lining. 
1033.2 New Items to be raised

Nothing further at this time
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1034 Test Valley Borough Council Items

1034.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

Martin Hatley reported on the following issues:-

(a) Duttons Road Offices – they were not being closed. The Council had embarked on a study to see that the best use was being made of all office space.

(b) Green waste system.
(c) Resignation of the Borough Solicitor – Michael Mundy,  

1034.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Playground Refurbishment Programme 2004/2005.
· Parish Council Training – Enforcement (copy of slides used at the presentation attended by Graham Roads and the Clerk).

1034.3 Tree Preservation Orders

The following TPOs had been received:-

· TVBC.696 (2003) 35-50 Baddesley Road

· TVBC.683 (2003) 51-57 Hook Road

· TVBC.701 (2003) 2-5 Hookwater Road

· TVBC.690 (2003) Hook Crescent

· TVBC.684 2-28 Hookwater Road
· TVBC.682 9-49 Hook Road
1035 Chapel Wood
1035.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 May 2004, which had been circulated, were received. The Clerk’s comments on various points were also noted
1035.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing. 

1035.3 Burial Ground

Nothing to report
1035.4 Other Matters

Nothing to report.

1036 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 13 September 2004 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m.
The Council agreed to move the July 2005 meeting from the 2nd to the 1st Monday in order to accommodate the Clerk.
1037
Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.45 p.m. (an extension of 15 minutes having been moved and carried at 9.30 p.m.) 
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