IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 27th November 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors
P Smith 
Mr D May

V Wilkinson

JP Carr

A Drage



R Elliott 
D Shroll, 
 
L Ellis Day
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 5 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr K Watts, T Maguire, J Dunkley, L Brown, M May, A May and NCC Cllr M Griffiths
19/70
Public participation
· Light – a request was made to have the angle of the lamp altered outside of 2,4,6,8 Arkwright Road in order to illuminate the back path – to investigate

· Remembrance Day Service well organised and attended. Organisers and Reachout Church thanked for their support
Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting. 
19/71 
Declaration of Interest

None declared
19/72
Minutes
The minutes from 30th October 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/73
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Write to NCC highways re Farndish Rd trees & parking bays –no action to be taken
· IPC solicitor library lease – agenda item

· Dog signs - ordered
· Order litter bin and grit bit – ready for installation
19/74
Financial Matters

a) Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £9,724.56 for November 2019 be approved [image: image1.emf]
b) Current financial statement £180,386.14 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and V Wilkinson to authorise the bacs payments for November 2019
d) RESOLVED that the budget for 2020/21 was agreed and that the precept should be raised by 7% raising it to £105,183.00 increasing the council tax cost for a Band D property by £4.49 per annum.
19/75
Recreation Grounds
a) Nothing to report 
b) The annual inspection report had been received for all the council play areas.  If was stated that the multi-use play equipment needed to be painted and Wicksteed had quoted for the paint but not the labour.  The exercise equipment was classed as medium risk and would need to be monitored.  It was RESOLVED to order the necessary spare parts, other than the paint, for the medium risk items.
19/76
Highways – 
a) No agenda items
b) Information had been received from NCC regarding the proposed changes to the loading bay on the corner of High Street & Station Road. This work would be carried out during the 2020/21 financial year.  It was agreed to accept the proposed changes.

c) RESOLVED to repair the street light in the alleyway of Arkwright and Denton Close at a cost of £652.60 plus VAT.
19/77
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) Nothing to report.
19/78
Cemetery/War Memorial
War Memorial Gardens – the contractor had done an excellent job of tidying the garden prior to the Remembrance Day Service.  The wreaths had been tied around the memorial with string however councillors were asked if there was an alternative method that could be used in the future.

Headstone testing – Details of failed headstones had been sent to the last known addresses of owners that were in need of repair.  Several had been returned and only 2 had responded regarding accepting confirmation of repair.  A problem had arisen with one headstone where the stakes and banding had been removed.  The owner had been notified that a stake would be placed at the back of the headstone as it did not have a ground anchor fitted and was unsafe.  They were advised to contact a memorial mason as soon as possible for repair.
Cemetery fee increases were being considered by the working party and details would be recommended to council at a future meeting.

19/79
Planning

· WP/19/00626/LBC Proposal: Listed Building Consent for the demolition of dilapidated conservatory and proposed 600mm high brick built garden wall. Location: 1A London End, Irchester – It was suggested that the materials used were in keeping with the existing property
· WP/19/00653/OUT Proposal: Outline Planning application for 2No. Dwellings including off road parking and amenity land with all matters reserved except for access. Location: 1A London End, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire, NN29 7BH – Several issues were raised these being a) Issues with move ability of vehicles within the site b) Archaeological concerns and the field survey to be carried out c) Concern regarding potential flooding from underground stream
· WP/19/00667/FUL – retrospective application for replacement of brick wall/hedge/wooden boundary fence with 0.8m high brick wall topped with 1.92m wooden panels – no objections
· WP/19/00670/FUL – Proposed conversion of A2 office to 4 apartment dwellings – Objections were raised a) Loosing a business premises within the village b) No parking facilities and the properties are located near to a narrow busy junction c) The current parking facilities in the area are used by the library, Church and Chapel visitors d) Where will the refuse bins be placed for emptying e) A site visit is required in order to highlight the issues raised. e) Contravenes policy 2 of the NHP Character Appraisal
19/80
Community/Consultation Events
a) It was decided that the theme for the Christmas tree festival in the church would be ‘In the Bleak Mid-Winter’.  The position would be in the window area of the church opposite the door.  There would be a snow covered tree, a crib, poor man, icicles, lights, angels and a heart as per the song lyrics.  The festival will be held on 14th and 15th December 2019.
19/81
Correspondence
· Information had been received regarding What3words which was being promoted via the emergency services for location awareness

· Tandem – details had been received regarding a shared taxi service.  VW to contact them to see if they would like an advert in the Village Voice

· Post office – a response had been received regarding the request for a post box in the centre of the village, however this did not meet their criteria.  It was stated that there were areas within the parish that also didn’t meet the PO criteria. 
· Armed forces covenant – it was agreed to support this
19/69
Exclusive to public and press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
Library – The proposed lease had been sent to councillors and a few items for clarification from the council solicitor was requested.  The response from the solicitor was presented to council of which no further comments were made.  The content of the lease was therefore agreed by full council.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm



Chair
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