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Haywire
by Eric Chappell

Bookseller Alec Firth is having an affair with his assistant,
Liz, and has craftily organised his domestic life so that they
can go to Spain on holiday without making Alec’s wife,
Maggie, remotely suspicious.

What could possibly go wrong? The answer: plenty.

On the doorstep, in dizzyingly rapid succession, are:
Phoebe, Alec’s mother, who has discharged herself from her
old people’s home and has no intention of returning; Alec’s
son Jamie, with a broken ankle; and Alec’s daughter
Mandy, heavily pregnant and not planning to marry the
child’s father. And, to cap it all, Maggie, herself about to
go away on holiday, has bought a puppy requiring more
than its fair share of attention.

Alec’s attempts to resolve his problems and escape with Liz
are charted to hilarious effect in Haywire, written with all
Eric Chappell’s customary wit and ingenuity.
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News from the
local amateur scene

Dirty weekend

goes Haywire

WEST Moors Drama Society
have chosen Eric Chappell’s
farcical comedy Haywire for
their pre-Christmas show,
starting at the Memorial Hall
tonight, with performances at
7.45 until Saturday.

Alex Firth runs a bookshop,
and he’s planned an illicit
weekend away with his assis-
tant Liz. He has arranged to
send his wife M
on a break of her o
But we all know ab
best laid plans. M
decides at the last moment to

get a puppy, which, of course,
can’t be left.
Then Al mother dis-
charges herself from the old
people’s home where she
lives, his son arrives home
with a broken ankle and his
daughter turns up, eight-and-
a-half months pregnant, hav-
ing left her boyfriend.

Phil Bowditch directs this
hilarious play, in which [an
Campbell plays Alex, Elise
Scott is Liz, Janet Price is the
long-suffering Maggie, Linda
Campbell is mother Phoebe,
Rob Baker the injured James
and Katy Belben the expec-
tant Mandy.
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Alec Firth played by [an Campbel, attempls to got away 1o Marbela fr the Easter wockend with his
‘bookshop assistant Liz wel playod by Blise Scott, using a bogus bookfai n Hay on Wy, did indeed go
haywirc. First having to convinoe his wifc Magg1o,fnely played by Jant Price, to g0 on a Five Capitals and
Tour of the Bulbfields hliday, coupled with the arrival of  new Airedale puppy, were ust the beginning of
hi rustration. The next hurdis to overcome was the arival o his cantankerous mother Phoebe, very
convineingly portrayed by Linda Campbell, who had just walked out ofan Old Peoples Home, which she.
doscribes s a-dump’

s frustrations multiply when the stage lights g0 out,mot n the scripl, but very wel coped with by the
cast. His wayward son Jamie, well actod by Robert Bakor,arrives a s father’s request in an atiempt o got
‘Grariny and the puppy looked afer during father's crafty weekend, but b arrives on crulches nursing
ok and Infected foot, And can take no part n the cscape plans. Last 1o arive and add even further o his
frustrations is his very pregnant unmarricd daughter Mandy, Katy Belben, who along with Janet Priceare
two welcome additions to the West Moors Drama Sociey.

‘Grandm’s sight troke, the baby's false alarm and the infocted (oot finall put paid tohis plans leaving.
him o alternative bu to bring Spain to him and Liz. But this 0o s a non starter because of the ro-
appearance of Grandma, son, daughter and unexpeciedly of his wife who for me gave the inal froni twist,
bring the piece toa neat and surprisingly conclusion. The seript is fll of opical and very witty oneliners
{2 you would expect from a playwiright of Eric Chappels ealibre. The near capacity went away smiling.

NORMAN WELLER
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