The Barony of Burgh


[image: The Barony of Burgh - Royalty, Warfare & Peace on the Solway]Created in 1092 as a bulwark against Scottish invasion across the Solway, the barony has been held by eight great northern families over the last 900 years. It has passed by female descent through the D'Estrivers, Engaines, Morvilles, Lucies, de Multons, and by marriage to the Dacres and Howards before being sold in 1685 by the Duke of Norfolk to Sir John Lowther, whose descendants the Earls of Lonsdale have held the title ever since. 


History
The Barony of Burgh comprises the parishes of Bowness, Burgh-by-Sands, Beaumont, Bowness, Aikton, Thursby, Orton, Kirkbampton, Kirkandrews-on-Eden, and Grinsdale. It was given by Ranulph de Meschines, to whom Henry I had granted the whole county and part of Westmorland, to his brother-in-law, Robert D'Estrivers, whom he also appointed chief forester of Inglewood, a dignity which continued to be held by the barons of Burgh until forfeited by rebellion in the reign of Henry III. With Robert this family began and ended, as far as the barony of Burgh is concerned. His daughter and heiress, Ebria, conveyed it with her hand to Ranulph de Engayne, lord of Isel. This line also, after one descent, terminated in a daughter, Ada, who, by her marriage with Simon de Morville, brought the barony into that family. A Hugh de Morville was one of the four knightly murderers of Thomas à Becket, archbishop of Canterbury, on the 29th December, 1170, and our local historians tell us that this Hugh was the grandson of the above Simon and Ada, and Baron of Burgh. It is said that he came to great misery after the crime, and by way of atonement gave the rectory of Burgh to the Abbey of Holme Cultram. Mr. John Denton, in his valuable MS. History of Cumberland written about 1650, says the sword with which the foul deed was committed was in his father's time preserved at Isel, "a place which belonged to the Morvilles as heirs of Engayne, and after that it remained with the house of Arundel." The sword with its legend appears as corroborative of the identity of the Baron of Burgh and the assassin, but Mr. Hodgson Hinde, in a paper read before the Archaeological Institute, has shown that the murderer of Becket was Hugh Morville, lord of Kirk Oswald and Brough in Westmorland, and not the Baron of Burgh. Hugh left no male issue, and his estates were divided between his two daughters, Ada and Joan - the barony of Burgh falling to the share of the former. 


By her first husband, Thomas de Lucy, she had two daughters, and by her second, Thomas de Multon, a son, Thomas, who by his marriage with Maud de Vaux, the heiress of Gilsland, became possessed of both baronies. This line terminated with the fourth Thomas de Multon, who was succeeded by his daughter and heiress, Margaret. By her father's death she became the king's ward, and was placed by Edward II in the guardianship of Guy Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, being intended for the bride of Robert Clifford, when that young nobleman should arrive at man's estate. But her affections had been given elsewhere, and when she had arrived at that poetic and romantic age, sweet seventeen, she asserted her own right to a say in the matter, and eloped from Warwick Castle in the night with Ranulph de Dacre. But Ranulph was not the only Dacre whose courtship carried with it the spice of romance. Sir Thomas de Dacre, in the reign of Henry VIII, stole away Elizabeth de Greystoke from the custody of the Cliffords of Brougham Castle, and thus a second time was that noble family supplanted by a Dacre. Another Sir Thomas, who died in 1566, left behind him an infant son, George, and three daughters. The boy was killed about three years afterwards by a fall from a wooden horse, and his uncle, Leonard Dacre, as heir male, assumed the title of Lord Dacre of Gilsland and Greystoke. This assumption was resisted by the Duke of Norfolk, whose three sons had married the three sisters of young George. Leonard entered into the Northern Rebellion of 1569, for which the estates were escheated to the Crown, and he himself driven into exile. The forfeited possessions were afterwards granted to the two surviving sisters of George, and their husbands, the Earl of Arundel and Lord William Howard. The former received Burgh and Greystoke, and the latter the barony of Gilsland. In 1685, Henry, Duke of Norfolk, sold the barony of Burgh to Sir John Lowther, for £14,000, from whom it has descended to the present owner, the Earl of Lonsdale, who is also Baron Burgh of Burgh. An ancient and singular custom is still preserved here. Each lord of the manor celebrates his entry into the manorial possessions by holding races upon Burgh Marsh, in which only horses bred in the barony are allowed to compete. The most coveted prize is the silver cup presented by the new lord; but money prizes are also offered, and likewise prizes for wrestling and other athletic games. These races took place five times during the past century, viz.: 1804, 1845, 1873, 1877, and 1883.

 






As a physical presence small defensive castles were built at Drumburgh, Burgh, Beaumont, Aikton and Rockcliffe. Drumburgh Castle is a visual reminder of how impressive these mini fortresses must have been, situated in an area of small clay built and reed thatched cottages. A reminder to those on both sides of the Solway of the power of their new Norman overlords, Burgh Castle situated at the eastern entrance of the modern village, is long gone but another defensive feature from the same era remains.
The church tower, like that at Newton Arlosh, stands testament to the need for a place of refuge for the local villagers. This church is most unusual formerly having two towers, one at either end. The eastern one was used as a priest's house and on falling into ruin in the early eighteenth century had its top removed and was converted into a schoolhouse before becoming the present vestry.

Edward I monument
About a mile and a half from Burgh-by-Sands is the spot where Edward I, The Hammer of the Scots, breathed his last, whilst waiting for an opportunity to cross over the Firth with his army into Scotland, A.D. 1307. In 1685, a monument was erected on the spot by Henry, Duke of Norfolk, on the four sides of which were a Latin inscription to the following effect: "To the eternal memory of Edward I, the most famous King of England, who died here in camp whilst preparing for war against the Scots, July 7th, 1307. The most noble prince, Henry Howard, Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshal of England, Earl of Arundel, etc., descended from Edward I, King of England, placed this monument, 1685. John Aglionby, a lawyer by trade, caused it to be made." But this monument having gone to decay another was erected by the Earl of Lonsdale in 1803, having an appropriate Latin inscription.
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