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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Tony Everington (Chair), Lesley Jeffery (Vice Chair), Chris Cope, Nick Hill, Dona Kent, Lyn Palmer
In Attendance: Cllr Roger Jackson (RJ), David Langford (Director of Highways, Transport and Waste Management), Naomi Cope (NC – Clerk), 5 MOPs

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public Participation: Cllr Everington started by welcoming Mr Langford to the meeting.  There were 5 MOPs who shared their experiences of problems with egress from the village onto the A6097.  One MOP stated that there had been at least 2 petitions spanning back around 14 years showing that there have been problems for a long time at the main junction onto the A6097.  Problems with the volume of traffic were discussed, which has increased with the building of new estates in Bingham and surrounding areas, and causes long waits at the junction and difficulty in pulling out.  The issue of needing a new bridge over the Trent was discussed.  Several MOPs shared incidents and accidents they have been involved in trying to pull out of the junction. The impact on the School, Village Hall bookings and the ability of Social Care staff to enter the village was mentioned.  Cllr Jeffery explained that petitions and witness statements about incidents at the junction have been submitted to the Council.  Cllr Cope raised the option of a 30mph zone on the A6097 which could help safety with Main Street access and help residents on the A6097. 
Mr Langford gave an overview of his position.  He has recently started in his role and currently lives in Bingham, so is aware of the issues on the road.  There is feasibility work ongoing looking at traffic modelling for a small roundabout, but this is unlikely to work.  Traffic signals are the next idea to look at – hoping to make egress safe but not impacting too heavily on the queues on the road.  They are also looking at widening the road and new bridges.  The challenge will be finding the budget for building new roads/ signals/ bridges etc.  He said he would be happy to return and update the PC at future meetings. He said there is more money coming through from the government which will help them to maintain the current roads and start to do some road improvements.  Mr Langford will take away the speed limit idea back to his team and will revisit this subject.

	147/26
	To receive and accept apologies for absence:  Cllr George sent his apologies.

	148/26
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	149/26
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 26th November 2025 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.

	150/26
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: 
Cllr Jackson commented that the Council are talking about budgets – they are suggesting 3.99% increase.  Main Street is down for resurfacing but don’t know when this will happen.  There is money left in the Community Discretionary Fund.  Cllr Cope suggested that the money go towards the Moot Sherwood Forest plaques.  ACTION: NC to email Cllr Jackson with details. Cllr Everington asked about Brake’s Farm as they seem to be dumping bricks on the land.  Cllr Jackson has spoken to the Environment Agency.  ACTION: NC to write a letter to Newark and Sherwood regarding this.

	151/26
	Planning: 
a. Applications: 25/01443/HOUSE| Conversion of outbuilding to self contained office space.| Riverlands 38 Main Street Gunthorpe NG14 7EU: No objections
b. Decisions: 25/01539/FUL| Conversion of barn to two dwellings (retrospective)|Lodge Farm Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: REFUSED
25/00726/OUT| Creation of 8 additional residential units.| Lowdham Cars Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ER: REFUSED

	152/26
	Financial Matters:
a. Clerk pay for December and January noted. External audit fee £576 noted.  Grass cutting invoices £415.20 and £200.54 noted.  Printer cartridges £39.59 APPROVED. Moot plaques order and payment £170 APPROVED
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation: APPROVED by the Chair. 
c. The proposed budget for 26/27 was discussed, including money for the nature reserve.  It was resolved to request 4.9% above last year’s precept.

	153/26
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: Cllr Hill said there had been a notice served on the hedge on the slope entry to the village.  It says that it expires on 22/12 and that enforcement would then get involved, but nothing has happened yet.    

	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]154/26
	Flood Resilience Scheme: See Community Grant below

	155/26
	Highways and public rights of way:  Main Street should be tarmacked this year.

	156/26
	Village Hall, playing field and play park: Nothing more to report.  Cllr Jeffery said that there was a bar night on Saturdays and Games Nights organised to get more people in.

	157/26
	Marston Riverside: NC has chased 3 times with no response.  Cllr Hill reported that the life buoy has come off the mounting and is on the ground on the riverfront.  ACTION: NC to email again.

	158/26
	Community Grant: Cllr Jeffery thinks that a new hot water urn and large black flasks would be helpful for events and in emergencies such as flooding.  ACTION: Paul Jeffery to look for prices.

	159/26
	To note and discuss correspondence received: All sent out electronically by the clerk. No further action required.

	160/26
	AOB and matters for next agenda: Cllr Hill asked to clarify details about the Lengthsman scheme and if there is a deadline.  Cllr Kent suggested that we use the new email addresses from now on. ACTION: NC to send test email.  It was resolved to put draft minutes on the noticeboards. 

	161/26
	Private and confidential: None

	162/26
	Close







Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 28th January 2026, Signed:


