	
	
	



  

CHURCH PULVERBATCH PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of a Meeting of Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 26th March 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in Pulverbatch Village Hall.

Present: Cllr. B. Higgins – Chairman
               Cllr. L. Clarkson
               Cllr. J. Conde
               Cllr. P. Dawson
               Cllr. P. Higgins
               Cllr. D. Taylor

Also present: Anne Wilson Parish Clerk
                       Cllr. C. Naylor Shropshire Councillor
                       Several members of the public


82/2026 Apologies for absence

RESOLVED to receive apologies of absence for this meeting from:

· Cllr. A. McQueen – family commitment


83/2026 Chairman’s Welcome

The Chairman welcomed Councillors to the meeting.


84/2026 Declarations of Interest

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest under consideration on this agenda in accordance with The Local Government Act 2000 Part III and The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

 
85/2026 Public Question Time and Participation

Several residents from Wrentnall attended the meeting expressing serious concerns about the lorries following their SatNavs which brought them down the narrow instead of using the main road, noting that some are agricultural lorries are visiting farms, and causing damage to walls, hedges etc on the road. On a safety point of view some No HGV’s signage would help and other signs at the blind bend. The residents were happy to pay for the signs. The frequency of the lorries is the problem and on the blind corner there was an accident waiting to happen, especially when lorries back backwards up the road.

Cllr. Naylor said when the question was originally raised about signage Shropshire Council was not able to fund them but may be able to do so now. Church Pulverbatch needed to put pressure on to Shropshire Council too. Options for wording would be raised at the May meeting of the Pairsh Council – perhaps No Arctics, tonnage was not the issue. Possibly a sign at the Lawn End too and by The White Lion.
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It was felt that this would offer Cllr. Conde to meet with the farms and explain what is happening. The matter did improve for a few months and then deteriorated again.

The Parish Council unanimously agreed that they would vote in favour of new signage under agenda item 8 as you cannot take a vote in public session.


85/2026 Minutes

RESOLVED to confirm the minutes of the meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council held on Thursday 21st January 2026.


86/2026 Finance

· Payments 

RESOLVED to confirm that the following payments be made:

· A. Wilson – February 2026 £148.50
· HMRC – February 2026 £45.40
· A. Wilson – March 2026 £148.30
· HMRC – March 2026 £45.40
· Pulverbatch Village Hall hire March 2026 meeting £10
· Hugo Fox February 2026 and March 2026 £11.99 per month – to be repaid to the Parish Clerk £23.98
· Parish Online - £420.00 (dated 2nd April 2026) 
· Insurance Renewal £389.00

·       Bank Statement

      RESOLVED to note that the balance at Lloyds as at 4th March 2026 is 
      £1959.74. 

· Other Finance Matters

i) RESOLVED to adopt the IT Policy circulated to Members before the meeting.

ii) RESOLVED to allow the Parish Clerk to spend up to £500 to purchase a new laptop. 

iii) The new website and e mails would be up and running soon.

87/2026 Planning

RESOLVED to consider and note the following:

i) Planning Applications

· 25/04572/CPL Oakwood Newhouse Farm Lane Church Pulverbatch
Application for lawful development certificate for proposed erection of a garden shed/summerhouse 

RESOLVED that the Council had no objections to this application.                        2
ii) Planning Decisions

RESOLVED to note the following planning was granted:
•	26/00320/AG1 Wilderley Hall Farm Pulverbatch
      Erection of a feed store - an extension to the existing feed store


88/2026 Shropshire Councillor Update

RESOLVED to receive a verbal update from Cllr. Chris Naylor, Shropshire Councillor.

Shropshire Council 2026/7 Budget

As announced a fortnight ago Government has decided to offer a loan facility of c £190m for Shropshire Council to draw down as necessary for running/investment costs in 2025/6 and 2026/7. 

Government has also in effect directed us (+ 6 other councils) to raise Council Tax by 8.99%, and we as Council have now approved that. This means that 2026/7 Council Tax here for a Band D property has sadly gone up to £1969pa. However, it’s worth noting that comparable rates nearby are: Herefordshire £2067pa, Cheshire West £2076pa, Cheshire East £1975pa.

Of course, we all wish central funding was sufficient for us not to need to raise council tax or to borrow and regret recent funding cuts (e.g. Government withdrawing our ‘remoteness’ allowance, worth c £4.4m pa). But this is at least Government giving Shropshire Council a second chance to get back on an even keel, having said goodbye to our previous CEO/Finance Director. Government has decided not to send in expensive Commissioners, as they did in Birmingham.

Pulverbatch issues

Castle Pulverbatch - Habberley sign and turn by White Horse
I promised to ask Highways to get this junction sorted, following complaints from several local residents about lorries missing the right turn to Habberley, then getting stuck on the lane past the Knapp. Highways agreed a to-do list with me of:
•	Reinstate Habberley sign
•	Add new ‘No through road’ sign on left hand side at junction
•	Renew white lining to lead traffic right.
I’m assured this is in hand, but Highways seem to be a bit slow at the moment.

Wrentnall – HGVs getting stuck on Habberley turn
I’ve had several emails about this which seems a continuing problem over several months now. HGVs get stuck and can block the through road for half an hour or more, damaging residents’ walls and the road surface.  
Residents are as I understand it requesting a ‘No HGVs’ sign at this junction and at the junction with the B Road too and have even offered to help pay if needed. I support this proposal and Highways are willing to look at this. They don’t have any spare funds though, so are asking if the Parish Council is in support and can contribute with the help of personal donations as above.
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CMC Rally – road closures

I wasn’t directly consulted about the proposed closures and have seen it as my role to support Parish Council views, and have relayed these to:
•	Deputy Leader of Council
•	Rally Community Liaison
•	Highways 
I have additionally expressed concern about insurance, about the organisation’s legal status, and about whether this is profit-making or not (cars pay c £5 per mile I’m told)
As I understand it permission is likely to be given for the event as a whole but the proposed Pulverbatch closure will be declined.          

                                                                         
89/2026 Complaint about Lorries

RESOLVED to note the update from Cllr. Naylor, as per public question time, on the complaint about lorries in the parish discussed at the November Parish Council meeting. 

Further RESOLVED to confirm the conversation held in public questions and unanimously agree to signage as per the discussion.


90/2026 Hills Ford Rally Stages September 2026

The Chairman will give Members an update on the meetings with regard to the rally and the current situation.


91/2026 Shropshire Council Asset Policy

RESOLVED that Members noted the e mail circulated before the meeting about the new Shropshire Council Asset Policy.


92/2026 Nature Recovery

RESOLVED to note the report e mailed before the meeting.

The Dawn Chorus Walk had been successful and a press release about the Toad Watch was being prepared. 

RESOLVED that Members agreed to make a formal request by the Nature Recovery Group for permission to apply for a grant
  

93/2026 Highways

· Unsuitable HGV's' sign in Wrentnall

The Chairman updated the Council on a conversation with a local resident as per the public session of this meeting. 
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94/2026 Parish Matters

Members were asked to raise any matters relating to the parish under this item for consideration.

i) Concern was raised about the number of potholes in the parish and the need for the resurfacing of several roads as well as the longstanding gas repairs. Cllr. Naylor said that there still seems to be an awful mess with highways despite the spend going up by 70% in the past year but there was little to see on the ground. Cllr. Naylor was meeting with Highways the Monday after the meeting.

Councillors were encouraged to continue using Fix My Street but also tell him when reports had been made so he could hurry them along. The contractor Multivo were carrying out the work on the C roads, and less money was going to Kier. They were also looking to set up an inhouse team to do some of the highway’s repairs.

ii) The Clerk had raised the issue of the 2nd caravan located up at above Sheppen Fields with Shropshire Council. The matter is now with the Planning Enforcement Team and a response is awaited.

iii) Trees overhanging the road – the Clerk had raised the matter of the trees with Shropshire Council, and they were aware of the issue and would get to it soon.

iv) The matter of minimal noticeboards in the parish was raised and potentially putting more in the parish.

v) The parish has a lot of dog walkers in the area, and it was felt that more dog bins were needed. The question of the cost of emptying them was raised.



95/2026 Date of next meeting

RESOLVED to note that the Annual Meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council will take place on Thursday 28th May 2026 upon the rise of the Annual Parish Meeting.

RESOLVED to note that the Annual Parish Meeting will take place at 7.30 p.m. before the Annual Meeting of Church Pulverbatch Parish Council.




Signed ………………………………………….………. Date ……………………………………..

                  Chairman
	
	
	



