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CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 20th May.
 2025 at Charlton Church Foxcotte Room at 7.45pm
 
Present: Cllr Ward, Cllr Woods, Cllr Wilson Cllr Summers,

In attendance:  E Attwood – Clerk          0 members of public 
                 
1. Apologies for Absence – Councillor Tasker Borough Cllr Lashbrook & County Cllr Donnelly.

2.1Election of Chairman – Cllr Ward was proposed by Cllr Summers Seconded by Cllr   Woods. All members agreed.
Resolved: Cllr Ward was elected Chairman and signed the declaration of acceptance.

2. 2Election of Vice Chairman: Cllr Woods was proposed by Cllr Wilson and seconded by Cllr Ward All members agreed.
Resolved: Cllr Woods was elected Vice Chairman.

3. Election of Representatives	  
· Emergency Resilience Planning - Cllr Woods & Cllr Ward 
· [bookmark: _Hlk169967978]Speed watch - Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward
· [bookmark: _Hlk169968001]Traffic - Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward
· Communications - Cllr Wilson & Cllr Ward
· Community Hub – Cllr Ward & Cllr Summers
· Environment and trees, footpaths & Charlton Waterside – Cllr Wilson Cllr Ward
· Planning – Cllr Summers, Cllr Ward & Daniel Rawlingson (member of public)
· Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr Ward & Cllr Summers
· Book Exchange – Cllr Woods
· Charlton Lakes – Cllr Ward & Cllrs Summers

4. Declarations of Interest
4.1 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

4.2 Cllrs were asked to confirm whether their Register of Interests form required updating. Resolved Cllrs confirmed there were no changes to their declaration of pecuniary interests.

5.Policy renewals - Resolved: Cllrs approved and reviewed the following
· Standing Orders updated, 
· Financial Regulations,  
· Risk Management, 
· Asset Register and 
· Annual meetings dates. 

6.Minutes - Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th April 2025 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman of the meeting. All members agreed.

7. Public participation – 
Daniel Rawlingson volunteered to join the planning advisory group. Resolved: It was agreed that Daniel Rawlingson would join the planning advisory group.

8. Clerk’s Report 
· Audit is completed & letter circulated.
· All Cllrs and Editor have been issued with new.gov.uk e mail address making the PC compliant for next year’s audit.
· The clerk is gradually changing all e mail addresses over.
· The clerk cannot remove signatories as an email is sent to the person asking if they want to be removed, when the email address is no longer valid. Paper copy to be signed.
· No further explanation from Hampshire Highways why they will not align the kerbs at Carters Meadow, all based on cost.
· The noticeboard is on order delivery to Digger Andy’s for Installation
· Fix term deposit reinvested.


9.1 County Cllr Donnelly – The report is on the website.

9.2 Borough Cllr L Lashbrook – No report

10. Finance -  
10.1The bank balance as of 30th April 2025 was as follows: 
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Resolved: Councillors approved the financial statement and payments for April 2025
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10.2 Approval of May 2025 payments to date:
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Also approved Noticeboard to be erected by Digger Andy
Payment of Bulpitt Print Newsletter & Greenbarnes Noticeboard (on order) £1958.33
Resolved: Cllrs approved April & May 2025 payments to date.


10.3 Approval of grant for additional gazebo’s for CVCA £405.28– Resolved: Councillors approved a grant of £405.28 to the CVCA.

10.4 Internal Auditor letter – The letter was discussed, and the following actions will be made.
· All future invoices to be initialled by Clerk to indicate an authenticity check has been carried out.
· An updated IT Policy is required – Clerk to action.
· Review and approval of asset register (This has been carried out and minuted in April)
 
10.5 Effectiveness of Internal Audit – Councillors were happy with the report.

10.6 Declaration of conflict of interest with BDO External Auditor -
 
Resolved: Councillors confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with BDO the external auditor, and the form was signed by the Chairman.
 
10.7 Approval to sign Section 1 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement.
Section 1: The Clerk reported that copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been sent to all members by e-mail. All Internal objectives were answered yes.
Resolved: That Charlton Parish Council agree that to the best of their knowledge and belief all Section 1 governance statements for the year ending 31st March 2025 are true.
 
10.8 Approval to sign Section 2 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement.
The Clerk reported that copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been sent to all members by e-mail & the statement was agreed by the Council.
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council agree that to the best of their knowledge and belief all Section 2 accounting statements for the year ending 31st March 2025 are true.

10.9 Contact details for auditor – Cllr Ward and the Clerk updated their email details to be submitted to the auditor.
 
10.10 Advertisement of Notice of Public Rights of unaudited accounts
The Clerk will place the notice on the website for the Exercise of public rights from 9th June- until 18th July.

10.11 Bank Mandate – A new bank mandate was completed removing all the Cllrs no longer on the council and adding Cllr Wilson as a signatory.

11 Planning   Cllrs discussed the following applications.
11.1 25/00968/FULLN 12 Home Farm Gardens – No Objection
11.2 25/01037/CPLN 15 Augustine Way – No Objection
11.3 25/01068/FULLN 13 St Thomas Close – No Objection 

12.Councillor Reports
12.1 Traffic Liaison – Nothing to report.

12.2 Footpaths & Rights away/Lengthsman scheme- The Countryside ranger has been in contact with Cllr Ward concerning path 28 which is unwalkable. She has requested a volunteer to trim back the footpath vegetation with the brush cutter. Cllr Ward has replied stating our only trained volunteer has now moved from the area. Resolved: It was approved to remove the brush cutter from the asset register and transfer responsibility to the Charlton Village Community Association.

12.3 Emergency Resilience Planning – Cllr Woods will begin updating.

12.4 Charlton Village Community Association – Cllr Ward reported that the CVCA made £1500 at the VE celebrations which was divided equally between the CVCA and SSFA. He reported the CVCD meeting is next week, and they are currently looking for volunteers to help at the Community Day.

12.5 Communication update with proposals – Cllrs agreed that a separate village website was required. Cllr Summers will operate the village website. It was discussed retaining the old domain, but this may not be possible as it is managed by one.com. The Clerk will investigate.
12.6 Action Tracker – This needs to be updated.
13 Community Hub update- Cllr Ward reported that of the 50 completed surveys were returned with 80% in favour of proceeding with an application to a planning application for the Community Hub. Absolute Architecture only e-mailed through the months update today. They have managed to squeeze costs for the proposed build costs.
Cllr Ward is meeting with the Deputy Chief Executive of TVBC and the Salto Centre to discuss permission to build on the site. The Car park can fit 57 cars at the moment but rearranged will provide 72 spaces or possibly 80 spaces with a slight redesign. It was reported that the Ecology Review will cost more. 
Funding was mentioned with possible funds from section106 and a CIL bid.
14. Correspondence & Meetings. The following items were received.
14.1 Letter from Smith & Jackson re Penton Sawmills/So Recycle application was circulated stating the Highway issues have now been resolved and they are awaiting a Hampshire Highways report.  Cllrs are still concerned about the number of trucks using Hatherden Road particularly as one was seen mounting the pavement at one of the pinch point areas. Cllrs discussed the possibility of requesting conditions to the application should permission be granted so lorries cannot use the road at peak times for school children walking to and fro school.
14.2 SSEN inviting applications for this year’s share of the community fund – Applications now open.

15. Items for next months – Review IT Policy, Intro to Planning Course at HALC, Charlton Waterside maintenance.

16 Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 17th June in the Foxcotte room at St Thomas Church, Charlton. 
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E Attwood - March£446.53

HMRC£132.77

ZERO 6 Projects£8,850.00

Bulpitt  - parish survey for hub£176.40

E Attwood- Exp March£36.00

IBIS DJJH Consulting£900.00

Paul Basham£1,242.00

GHA Trees Ltd£607.50

Lightatouch - Internal Audit£350.00

ICO - Mandatory£47.00

Hugo Fox - Go Cardless£23.99
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HMRC - ClerksTax & NI£135.97

E Attwood - April salary£454.09

Mcfee£109.99

J Lawrence - Newsletter£200.00

Charlton CVCA - Grant£405.28

HALC£708.00

Clear Insurance£930.25

E Attwood- Exp March£14.58

Go Cardless Hugo Fox£23.99
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Bank Reconciliation

Treasurers 691.51£        

Business32,111.75£    

Fix Term Deposit35,000.00£    

Fix Term Deposit25,441.10£    

Closing Balance as at 30 April 2593,244.36£    


