
Caythorpe Parish Council

The monthly meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 21 January 2020 at 7.00pm in 
Caythorpe War Memorial Hall to transact the business below.

20/01 Attendees: Members present: Cllrs Cons, King, Ravenscroft, Boon and Duff. No members of 
the public.

20/02 Apologies: Cllr Parry and DC Roger Jackson.  

20/03 Declarations of interest from members on any item to be discussed: There were none.

20/04 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 18 December 2019:  Items in 
19/190 that had been duplicated were corrected and the item about ponding in the road outside the 
village hall had the incorrect firm stated in 19/190. This was corrected.  Council unanimously agreed 
to accept the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

20/05 Motion to open the meeting to the members of the public to discuss any items: No villagers 
present.
20/06 Motion to close the meeting to the members of the public and to continue with the rest of 
the meeting: 

Reports
20/07 Update from District Councillor Roger Jackson: None

20/08 Report from flood warden and other flooding matters: Nothing to report

20/09 Report from neighbourhood watch: Nothing to report

20/10 Update from 75th Anniversary VE Day Celebrations Working Group:
Cllr Ravenscroft updated the meeting on the events being organised and advised that a newsletter is 
in the process of being delivered to all households in the village outlining the timings for the day and 
containing a village census.
Councillors agreed to order 50 reusable lamp post poppies @ £3 each for this special event and for 
Remembrance Sunday. Volunteers will be required to attach the poppies to lampposts the length of 
the village.
Action:  Clerk to order 50 lamp post poppies

20/11 Matters arising not on the agenda/outstanding items
• Caythorpe Rd/Hoveringham Rd weight restriction: response from Via



“The consultation ended with no objections, the sign designs have been completed and are in the 
process of being checked to conform to The Traffic Signs and Regulations and General Directions 
2016. 

There are a few signs that require electrical designs and once this has been completed by our 
electrical specialists the works will be submitted to our operational team.

The signs will then be ordered, as you can appreciate some of the signs are bespoke and will take a 
few weeks for the order to be completed. Once this has been done our operational team will 
programme in a date for all the old signs to be removed and the new ones erected along with new 
posts. 

I am unable to [confirm] an exact date for completion.”

Upkeep of highways/village facilities 

20/12 To discuss NCC’s responses to various Parish Council’s enquiries about highway 
maintenance:

• Clearance of the footpath from Huggly House to Brackenhill: Continues to worsen due to 
the wet weather and the previous work in the adjoining field.  A formal letter was sent to 
Via.  This item remains outstanding.

• Road surface repairs: This item remains outstanding.
• Ponding in the road outside the village hall: Via were contacted and asked when 
they are returning to install pipework as was indicated would happen, rather than having an 
open and potentially hazardous ditch close to the footpath which leaves a narrow area for 
walking. 
The EA responded stating that they are monitoring the situation.  The Parish Council wrote 
back to Via stating the Parish Council’s concerns about the ditch which runs alongside a 
narrow pavement in an unlit area, and is used by the elderly, by residents in wheelchairs, 
pushing prams etc. Clarification was sought about who is responsible for maintaining the 
ditch. It is not believed to be the Parish Council’s responsibility.  This item remains 
outstanding.

• Debris from recent sewer works undertaken by STWA needs clearing: completed.
• There is constant ponding of surface water at the Brackenhill/Hoveringham Road junction 

due to the absence of any proper drainage: This item remains outstanding.
• The surfaces of Hoveringham Road and its junction with Brackenhill: This area is in very 

poor condition.  This junction is frequently used by HGV’s and others for turning purposes 
and who often run off the metalled surface onto the soft verges. This item remains 
outstanding.

• Highway verges have been damaged and require attention: Harvesting in the village has 
caused unusually excessive damage to verges. The damage seems to have been exacerbated 
by agricultural vehicles queuing on the verges in very wet weather. Parish Councillors fully 
understand and support the agricultural industry but hope that efforts could be made to 
lessen the impact upon residents, for example to ensure that pavements remain passable 
after work has taken place. This item remains outstanding and Cllr Boon is contacting Severn 
Trent Water Authority by phone and by email to pass on our concerns.

• Ponding outside the Black Horse: ongoing monitoring to ensure the work promised does 
take place.



• Road damage during maize harvesting: It was not clear who had caused the damage and 
who was going to repair the track.

Action:  Cllr Boon to write an email to STWA and VIA regarding the damage caused by harvesting  
of the maize.

20/13 To discuss First Aid and Defibrillator Training: The date and time of 7pm on 27 April 2020 has 
been shared by newsletter, website and social media. Further reminders will be required nearer the 
time.

20/14 Community Speed Watch update: Three volunteers from the village monitored the speed of 
cars passing the village hall on a Sunday morning. Volunteers wear hi viz to make them clearly visible 
in order to act as a deterrent.  Twenty cars passed, with the highest speed recorded in the 30mph 
zone being 22 mph. Volunteers will position themselves at various locations in the village for future 
events. More volunteers are required – anyone interested can make themselves known to any Parish 
Councillor, or contact the clerk at pcclerkcaythorpe@gmail.com.

Councillors agreed to alter the order in which items were considered in order to optimise available 
time.

20/16 To decide how many lamp post poppies to buy for the village/75VE: see 20/10 above.

20/17 To discuss Book Exchange security:
The Parish Council discussed the repeated and escalating thefts from the book exchange. The book 
exchange has been well used by villagers and visitors from further afield for a considerable time, but 
Councillors and the villagers who have been looking after the book exchange are sad and 
disappointed to note that all good quality books are now very quickly taken in their dozens, 
sometimes with multiple shelves being cleared. Various solutions have been trialled, including the 
positioning of a security camera, which seemed to have a short-term positive effect. The situation 
has become untenable, and the decision has been made to explore the possibility of fitting a 
combination lock and distributing the code to all villagers (much like the code to the defibrillator 
box). 
This is not a straightforward job due to the design of the old telephone box. Councillors, the clerk, 
and villagers are exploring the options. The book exchange may not now be restocked until the locks 
are fitted. 

20/15 To discuss whether to dispose of the allotments:  
This matter has been returned to multiple times over several years. After careful consideration the 
decision was made to explore the route to ending the lease of the land known as ‘the allotments’ as 
this land has never, to the Parish Council’s knowledge, been used for allotments and its lease by the 
parish Council requires resource but brings no benefit to the village or villagers.
Action: Clerk to write to Trinity College c/o Savills

Planning
20/18 New applications
None

20/19 Decisions by Newark and Sherwood District Council 
20/01949/FUL Tamarind Brackenhill Caythorpe NG14 7EF
Householder application for two storey side and single storey rear extension, pergola and screen 
wall. Connecting flat roof and parapet wall extension to garage. Porch extension. PERMITTED
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20/20 Awaiting Decision by Newark and Sherwood District Council 
19/02083/FUL Old Volunteer Public House 61 Caythorpe Road Caythorpe NG14 7EB Single storey 
extension to front elevation

Finances
20/21 To agree the final balance of the accounts on December 2019: 
Council agreed the balance of £4971.42

20/22 To accept accounts for payment for January 2020: 
Councillors received and noted the receipts and payments.  Parish Councillors RESOLVED to make 
payments to Clerk for staples £0.99, stamps £15.72 and Thurgarton PC for Community Speed Watch 
sign £50.00.
 
20/23 Any correspondence:
website accessibility: the clerk reported that she had investigated the possibility of using .gov.uk 
email addresses for Parish Council business, but had been advised that any gov.uk domain must not 
route through a non-public sector domain. As Caythorpe Parish Council’s .org.uk domain routes 
through a non-public sector .com domain, it is not possible to take this suggestion forward.

Consultations:
20/24 Does the Parish Council want to be left on the Consultation list for Local Plan and planning 
policy consultations?
The Parish Council agreed that they would like to remain on the Consultation List

20/25 To set the clerk’s wages for the forthcoming year: 
Council deferred the matter until the next meeting as guidance from National Association of Local 
Councils was not available at the meeting

20/26 Any other business:
• Proposed Car Park for Lowdham Station:
a) Councillors requested that the Clerk contact DC Roger Jackson for an update on the proposed 

car park, and to find out the nature of discussions, if indeed there are any, about the vicious 
circle created by reducing the frequency of stops at other villages on the line, and thus 
ensuring that all local service users use Lowdham station despite the fact that they have 
stations local to them. 

b) Councillors raised the issue of the lack of upkeep and poor state of repair of the land around 
the station. 

Action: Clerk to email DC Roger Jackson

• Councillors re-raised NSDC’s offer of free trees for the community, and the possibility that 
these might be available for planting on private land

Action: Cllr Ravenscroft to investigate the matter.

• The chair advised she would check whether Caythorpe remains on NCC’s gritting route and 
contact NCC if this is not the case.

20/27 To check whether any additional communication is required as an outcome of the meeting:
None

20/28 The meeting closed 9pm




