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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th September 2024 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, J Smith, A Lloyd-Smith, S Gill, PC Darren Laker, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4715.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr P Venning, reason accepted.
4716.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  Please see appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4717.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th August 2024. The Minutes were agreed and signed as
	a correct record.

4718.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  The Chairman informed the meeting that his article appealing for suggestions on the future of the Swan appeared on the back of the September issue of the Outlook on Oxney and he has received some favourable reaction.  He urged people to come forward with their ideas.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  Cllr Smith reported that the Application to the Charity Commission to become a CIO (Charitable Independent Organisation) has been forwarded to the Landlord’s solicitors for approval.  It was pointed out that informally the lease can be left to holdover.  The Committee has still to appoint a Chairman.
c)  Update on possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  Nothing further to report.  It was suggested that our Borough Councillor Johnny Shilton may be able to help.
d)  Cemetery Planning Application update.  The Clerk reported that she had found the names of 3 organisations who may be able to provide the biodiversity net gain documentation required for the planning application and that funding may be possible from the Sussex Lund Fund, but this would require an aspect of community involvement.
e)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Two dates have been put forward for a meeting with KCC Highways.  
f)   ABC – ‘Our Local Plan Explained’ Consultation.  Councillors agreed to take no action at this stage.
g)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.  The Chairman reported on a useful meeting held with Makala Thomas following which a letter was sent to ABC requesting a revision of the amount it contributes towards the Scheme.   This is being considered and an answer should be received towards the end of September.

4719.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
1)   PA/2024/1437  Old Dairy Shed, Little Stocks Farm – Outline application for single storey 2 bedroom dwelling following demolition of existing dairy shed with all matters reserved.  This application has since been deemed invalid by ABC.
2)  PA/2024/1419  Owley Lodge – Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement farm dwelling. The Clerk reported that two of the consulted neighbours are not objecting to it but are asking that as many trees as possible should be kept.  After a short discussion Councillors agreed to support this application noting the request of the neighbours.



Page 923
3)  PA/2024/1009  The Hollyhocks, Peening Quarter Road – Remove 2 no windows and replace with bifold doors in side elevation and brick up French doors in rear elevation.  Councillors had been able to ask the applicant questions during the public session and agreed to support this application.
4)  PA/2024/1554  Trybairn, Blackwall Road – Proposed single storey extension.  The applicant had given further details during the public session and a neighbour had voiced his concerns.  It would appear 
that the conditions placed on the original planning application to replace a shed with a dwelling had not been met.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application but to ask the planning officer to note this omission.

4720.	To consider and agree if appropriate, quotes received to renew the paving slabs and the surround of the War Memorial and to extend to and open up the hedge into the Memorial Garden and install a gate.  The Clerk reported that Listed Building Consent is required.  One more quote has been received but one more is awaited.  In the meantime, the Clerk will request a site meeting regarding the latest quote.  As it is unlikely that this work will be completed before the Remembrance Sunday Service the Caretaker will take steps to clean the steps again.

4721.	Correspondence:
	a)  Request for donation from Outlook on Oxney.  Councillors agreed to a donation of £1000 towards printing costs to be paid in October.
	b)  Email from Nicholas Hurst requesting a speed restriction along the road between the School and The Beeches and other highway concerns.  The Clerk reported that she had asked for road width details from the Highways Steward but he was unable to answer so had sent it on to Schemes asking that they report back to her.  After a full discussion it was agreed not to go forward with requesting a speed restriction along this road.  The ditches have already been cleared.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith will be speaking with the Headteacher on various issues and will mention the parking problem.

4722.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that the Caretaker will be on sick leave from the 20th September for approximately 2 weeks while he recovers from an operation.  The other villages will be informed.
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements – Noted.  
The Clerk reported that she had just received the External Auditor’s Report.  We had been chosen this year to provide additional information.  As a result of this it was noted that the appointment of Roger Parker as our Internal Auditor had not been minuted.  No other adverse comments had been made.
c)   Planning: 
	Considered since last meeting:
	PA/2024/1482  14 Jubilee Field – Installation of solar panels to the front elevation.  Support.
PA/2024/1488  23 Forge Meads – Installation of solar panels to the rear roof elevation.  Support.
Decisions received:
PA/2024/1335  11 Forge Meads – Proposed annex in rear garden following demolition of summer house and shed.  Granted.
PA/2024/1382  14 Jubilee Field – Installation of solar panels to the front elevation.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – The Clerk reported that Roger Parker had very kindly given the Parish Council 3 garden benches.  It was suggested that one be placed in the ABC Play Area and one at the top of Lloyds Green but as these were both ABC land, permission would be sought.  Cllr Gill reminded the meeting that it had previously given permission for a cherry tree to be planted in the Memorial Garden to celebrate the late Queen’s birthday, but it has yet to be planted.  The Clerk will discuss this with the Caretaker.
e)  Highways – The Clerk had reported to Highways that the marked potholes at the top of Swan Street with bollards along each side of the road and a notice saying that work be undertaken on 29th July were still there.  This is being investigated. Cllr Gill reported that a tree branch was lying on the side of the road in the Hunts Hill area.  The Clerk will ask the Caretaker to take a look.
f)  Public Rights of Way – AT92 off Swan Street still needs the hedge one side of it cut back.
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g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  - The Clerk reported on the Workshop she had attended at Maidstone Cemetery on Memorial Safety.  We need a Memorial Safety Policy and a check on memorials will need to be carried out.

4723.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  8th October 2024 at 7pm.

4724.	Items for Information:
1. Cllr Lloyd-Smith shared some information he had gleaned from old copies of the Outlook on Oxney/Window on Wittersham he had been given by a past resident of the village. 
2. Cllr Smith reminded Councillors of the Climate Change Meeting being held on 21st September.  He will be attending.

	
	The meeting closed at 21.15hrs. 

Appendix
PC Darren Laker attended the meeting and was able to answer questions put to him by Councillors.  There is still a lot of concern regarding catapults.
Planning	PA/2024/1437  The Old Dairy Shed, Little Stocks Farm.  Although this application has now been deemed invalid by ABC the letters inviting neighbours to attend the meeting had already been sent out.  Those attending the meeting expressed their concern over the removal of trees and ancient hedgerow that had already taken place.
		PA/2024/1009  The Hollyhocks, Peening Quarter Road.  The applicant had been able to give further information.  The neighbour attending had no objection.
		PA/2024/1554  Trybairn, Blackwall Road.  The applicant explained why he was hoping to extend his property and Councillors were able to ask questions.  A neighbour present expressed his concern that an original condition was to plant an orchard which hasn’t been done.  The applicant was happy to comply with this condition should it be necessary.
	
