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5LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 11TH  MAY, 2009, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

1051)  Election of Chairman and to receive the Chairman’s Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office:

Councillor Pat Hutchings was unanimously elected as Chairman and made the 
statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was duly signed by her and The 
Clerk.
1052) Members Present:
Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice-Chair), Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. P. Pietroni.

Councillor Alan Lees joined the meeting after his co-option onto the Council.


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:

T&W Borough Councillor Jacqui Seymour.


4 parishioner was present.

1053) Apologies for Absence:


T&W Borough Councillor Terry Kiernan.

1054) Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on 
the Agenda:


Cllr. Ed Roberts declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 19 regarding the land 
availability schedule.
1055) Election of Vice Chairman:


Councillor Debbie Goodman was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman,

1056) Co-option of a new councillor:


Mr. Alan Lees was unanimously co-opted to the Parish Council of Little Wenlock and 
joined the meeting.

1057) Declaration of Acceptance of Office:

Councillor Alan Lees made the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was 
duly signed by him and The Clerk.

1058) Completion of Register of Interest Forms:


Councillor Alan Lees completed the Register of Interest Form which he signed and was 
countersigned by The Clerk.

Councillors Hutchings, Goodman, Roberts and Pietroni confirmed that the contents of 
their Registration of Interest forms had not changed since they last completed them.

1059) To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th April 
2009 
and the minutes of the Parish Open Meeting held on 20th April 2009:

The minutes of both meetings were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.
1060) Public Participation Session:

 Mrs. Sheila Hutchison asked if anyone knew why there was a sign saying that Spout 
Lane was closed.  She was informed that resurfacing of the highway was taking place 
at Gibbons Farm.

1061) Appointment of Committees and Representatives:

a) SALC.





Councillors Roberts & Goodman.
b) Wrekin Area Committee.


Councillors Roberts & Lees.
c) Wrekin Sports Advisory Council

Councillor Pietroni.
d) Candles Liaison Committee.


All Councillors.
e) Village Hall and Playing Field Committee.
Councillors Hutchings & Pietroni.
f) Link to Neighbourhood Watch.


Councillor Goodman.
g) Telford and Wrekin Rights of Way Project.
Councillor Goodman.
h) Transport Users Group.



Councillor Lees.
i) Community Newsletter.



Councillor Hutchings & Goodman.
j) CRed.





Councillor Pietroni.
k) Wrekin Forest Partnership.


Councillor Hutchings.

1062) Review of the Insurance Policy:

It was agreed to renew the policy with Zurich but to seek 3 quotations for 2010.
1063) Review of Annual Payments:

a) SALC.



£152.13 (already paid)
b) Local Council Review.

£13.50 (agreed to subscribe)
c) Wrekin Area Committee.
To be advised.
d) CPRE.



£29.00 (agreed to subscribe)



e) Shrewsbury to Wolverhampton Rail Users Assoc. £10.00 (agreed to subscribe)

f) Use of Village Hall.

To pay annual hire fee.

g) Councillors’ Allowance.

Councillors unanimously agreed not to claim





their allowance.

h) Chairman’s Allowance.

It was agreed to set aside £100 to be used as





appropriate, e.g. refreshments at the Parish 





Open Meeting.









It was agreed, that at the Chairman’s discretion,




up to £100 could be used for an urgent project 




without the prior consent of the full Council.
1064) Allocation of Consultation Responsibilities:

a) Crime and Police.


Councillor Roberts

b) General Planning Consultations.
Councillors Roberts, Hutchings and Lees.

c) Environment.



Councillor Hutchings
d) Health & Social Services.

Councillor Pietroni.
e) Housing.




Councillor Pietroni.
f) Transport.



Councillor Lees.
g) Snow Warden.



Councillor Roberts. 
h) Winter Gritting.



Councillor Roberts
i) Litter Picking.



Councillor Hutchings.
j) Game Bird Shooting.


Councillor Goodman.
k) Street Lighting.



Councillor Lees
l) Audit.




Councillor Goodman
m) Verge Planting.



Councillor Goodman
n) Web Site.




Councillor Lees
o) Education.



Councillors Hutchings and Pietroni.
It was resolved to write to Ercall Wood Technology College and Coalbrookdale C of E Primary School to offer the services of Councillors Hutchings and Pietroni as Governors.

1065) Donations:

It was resolved that the following donations be made:

a) St. Lawrence PCC for the upkeep of the grave yard and cemetery £280.

b) The Samaritans £80.

c) The Severn Hospice £80.

d) The Air Ambulance £120.

e) Hope House Children’s Hospice £80.

1066) UK Coal Planning Inquiry:

a) Councillor Ed Roberts reported on his site visits to the surface mine at Ravenstone in Leicestershire, which is a shallow site 30m deep. and to 2 restored sites.  He reported that at Ravenstone, from the road, you would not know that it was there, that the use of articulated lorries had reduced traffic movements and that the site was well bunded.
The restored site were two of the better ones where there was adequate good quality top soil which would not be the case at the Huntington Lane site.
b) It was estimated that no decision regarding the inquiry would be received until the latter end of 2009.

c) It was resolved that the issue of sending out a “flyer” to all residents be held over to the June meeting.

d) Councillor Pietroni reported that he had written a lengthy and detailed commentary on the Health Impact Assessment and the Environmental Statement which he would present to the inquiry.  In summary he reported that there were grounds for saying that the HIA has not been properly assessed.

e) Councillor Hutchings reported that she had updated our objections to include reference to national and regional planning legislation. 
1067) National Programme on Collaboration in Rural communities:


It was resolved that:

a) The Parish Council would like to become involved, and

b) To invite Gill Porter, Community Buildings Development Officer, from the Community Council of Shropshire, to the next Parish Council meeting to discuss ways forward.

1068) Parish Open Meeting:


It was agreed that this had been very successful and that we now needed to think 
how to follow it in 2010.

1069) Land Availability Schedule from T&W:


A large scale map had been received from T&W clearly showing the exact locations of 
the sites available.


After looking at the map and answering questions and making comments Cllr. Roberts 
retired from the room and took no further part in the this item.


It was resolved that the Clerk would write to T&W outlining the Council’s concerns 
about the following sites:
a) 639 off Limekiln Lane.

b) 435 and 570 which include the proposed UK Coal open cast sites.

c) 343 by Jiggers Roundabout.

d) 52 which is very close to a landfill site.

e) 337 at Horsehay.

f) Note that 413 has already planning permission for a menage. 

1070) Clerk’s Report:

a) The Clerk reported that the Parish Council would qualify for the Power of Well-Being based on the minimum of two-thirds of vacancies filled at the last ordinary election.  It was resolved to book a training session for all Councillors on the Power of Well-Being in the Autumn, September being the preferred month.
b) The Clerk reported that 2 of the 4 lights at New Works had been reset but overhead cable repairs were required for the other two.
c) The Clerk reported that the Dell Studio 17 Laptop plus software etc had been added to the Council’s Asset Register.

d) The Clerk reported that he had received letters from Shropshire Wildlife Trust and TWC Highways Department explaining their stances at the UK Coal Inquiry.

e) The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Telford Bridleway Association regarding the shoot and that following consultation with Councillor Roberts had replied.

f) Councillors declined the invitation to Wellington Cottage Care to attend the official opening of the bathroom to which it gave a grant.

g) The Clerk reported that there had been problems with blocked gulleys at Huntington Lane and that although they had been promptly cleared the rest of the gulleys within the parish had not yet been cleaned.

1071) National Playbuilder Programme:


It was resolved to invite Dave Ottley (TWC Sports Adviser) to the Parish Council 
meeting in July. It was also resolved to invite Mrs. Sue Parsons (Chairman of the 
Village Hall and Playing Field Committee and/or Mrs. Hilary Betts to the meeting.

1072) Parish Council Web Site:


Councillor Lees reported that the site, which is a large one, is being revamped and 
updated.

1073) Planning:

 Planning application  VH/W2009/0363/(Telecom Determinations)– Digital Switchover (DSO) Project Arqiva Services Ltd. 

Conversion of the existing television broadcast installation from analogue to digital at The Wrekin Transmitting Broadcast Station, Telford, Shropshire.

A similar matter had been discussed by the Parish Council in July (Minute 899) and again in September (Minute 916) when the Parish Council agreed to support the proposal.

The Parish Council resolved to support the application.

1074) Borough Liaison:
a) Consultation on Home to School Transport: as there were no students within the parish who used TWC transport it was resolved not to respond the consultation.
b) TWC Free Phones: it was felt that there was no suitable site within the parish for this facility.
c) TWC Vision 2026: the document was in the circulation pack for information.
d) TWC Councillor Jacqui Seymour reported that she would be making representations to the UK Coal Inquiry.  She also reported on staff changes at TWC.

1075) Individual Councillor updates:

Councillor Pietroni updated the Parish Council on the proposed outdoor gym.  He 
reported that he had been in touch with a company called “Fresh Air Fitness” who had 
been most helpful and who had specific packages.  However Councillor Pietroni felt 
that a bespoke solution would be the most appropriate and that it would be graded 
from the older to the younger members of the community.


The estimated total cost would be in the region of £17,000.  Possible grant aid was 
being sought and the Clerk was requested to seek information regarding Veolia 
Environmental Trust.

It was resolved to pursue the matter further.
1076)
Finance:
a) It was resolved to make the following payments:


Npower



Energy Consumption

£32.89


Npower



Energy Consumption

£91.02


Npower



Energy Consumption

£92.85


NALC




QC Portfolio return


£8.41


TWC




Postage for planning applic

£7.29


CPRE




Subscription



£29.00


Zurich Insurance


Insurance



£604.72


J.F. Marcham



Salary




£173.22


HM Customs & Excise

PAYE




£43.30


Cllr. Pat Hutchings


Photocopying etc.


£96.59

Cllr. Patrick Pietroni


Open Meeting refreshments
£83.34

b) The Clerk informed the Council that Councillor Patrick Pietroni was now an authorized signatory on the Council’s bank accounts.

c) It was resolved to underwrite the summer play scheme organized by Mrs. Rosemary Carter.

1077) Annual Return to the Audit Commission:

a) It was resolved to approve the accounts for the year ending 31st March, 2009.

b) It was resolved to approve that the statement of accounts contained in the annual return represents fairly the financial position of the Parish Council and its income and expenditure for the year ending 31st March 2009.

c) It was resolved to approve the annual governance statement.
1078) Date of the next meeting:


The date of the next meeting is Monday 8th June, 2009 starting at 7.30 pm.
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