Ospringe Parish Council 

______________________________________________________________________________________
The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 15th May 2013 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 8.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili   


B Flynn


R Simmons



H Williams 


L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
 


P Griffin 

Cllr A Bowles 



Cllr C Prescott
Cllrs Flynn and Dean-Kimili had to leave the meeting after minute 174/13

167/13
Public Participation


Mr Tovey read out a communication on behalf of Julian Herrington’s organisation CUT about the issues at Brogdale, proposing the setting up of a committee dedicated to sorting out these problems, suggesting that such a committee would be closely linked to any neighbourhood plan committee, and proposing that a representative from the Brogdale committee always sits on the neighbourhood plan committee.

Mr Tovey went on to share his own comments about Brogdale, including their inability to manipulate their lighting system so that the timings as per the planning conditions are adhered to. It was agreed the Clerk would again write to Chris Hildyard about this and also reaffirming that a bottle bank is not required there for local residents.

The chairman was informed that one of the baby swings at the playground is badly damaged; he will investigate and arrange for it to be repaired.

168/13
Election of Officers


Nomination of Andrew Keel as Chairman was made by Cllr Simmons, seconded by Cllr Flynn.  Cllr Keel accepted and thanked the Council for their continuing confidence.  Nomination of Cllr Simmons as Vice Chairman was made by Cllr Dean-Kimili, seconded by Cllr Flynn.  It was agreed that Cllr Simmons would remain KALC representative and she would ask Cllr Griffin if she would become the second representative.  Cllr Dean-Kimili remains Tree Warden but it was agreed the parish council will seek a volunteer able to devote more time. Cllr Simmons remains Lorenden Trust parish council representative and will speak to Cllr Williams about also joining the Trust.  Cllr Flynn remains parish council webmaster.
169/13 
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting on 10th April 2013.
170/13
Matters Arising

Direct Tech – vandalised lamp: the Chairman will again inspect as the diffuser is missing and may need replacing.

Footpath repairs – Clerk had applied to Cllr Bowles for a grant of £750 towards repairs, and is waiting to hear if the parish council have been successful. Meanwhile she will contact KCC footpaths and check the status of the repairs in their work schedule. 

Bank Mandate Forms – the Clerk still needs to action these so that Cllrs Griffin and Williams can become signatories.

PAYE – the Clerk had now passed responsibility for PAYE to Mrs Diane Malley for the sum of £45 per annum.

Ospringe Chronicles – Clerk will email them to find more information about why this newsletter is no longer delivered except on request.    editor@ospringechronicles.co.uk
171/13
Parish Councillor Vacancies


There are three vacancies for Councillors and a full complement of councillors is much needed.  The Chairman urged Councillors to encourage suitable applicants.
172/13
Annual governance and audit


The internal auditor Kevin Funnell had visited the Clerk and internally audited the parish accounts.  The Parish Council reviewed the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment.  It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process ,financial risk assessments and other requirements had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required. Accordingly, it was Resolved that the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk) should sign off the Annual Return for year ended 31 March 2013.
173/13
Planning

SW/13/0409 – application to vary condition 5 hours of operation of meat preparation facility at Brogdale.  Clerk to write to Swale Planning to object to the application, on the grounds of disturbance to local residents and the fact that this had been recognised by Swale when considering several other applications for Brogdale. Also to point out that this is just one of several parts of Brogdale with time restrictions and to relax for this site could undermine the upholding of such restrictions elsewhere.


Land to rear of Bay Banks – the refusal to grant outline permission for three dwellings has been appealed and is with the national Planning Inspectorate; the Chairman only received the information earlier in the day of the council meeting.  It was Resolved that the parish council would continue with their grounds of opposition as per the earlier application.  The Chairman was instructed to formulate the Council’s response.

Brogdale – Chris Hildyard of GWF had finally responded to the Clerk, and as agreed in Public Participation agenda item, she would respond to him seeking for the lighting timer issue to be expedited and informing him that if any further complaints from residents were received the parish council would contact Swale Planning Enforcement officer.

Ospringe School – Cllr Dean-Kimili reported on a KCC consultation held at the school about increasing the number of places from 201 to 315, and an increase in teaching staff from 15 to 20, requiring an expansion of the school buildings. Residents in Water Lane are greatly concerned at the effects this would have mainly in relation to increased traffic flow: damage to residents’ parked cars; bottleneck on the A2; poor air quality standards; increase in blocked driveways.  Apparently KCC are looking at ways of ameliorating the traffic issues including working with Shepherd Neame to create a car park in the paddock of Queen Court on the corner of Mutton Lane.  A planning application is expected, and the parish council is concerned that this would be an enabler for development at Queen Court.  On behalf of OPC the Clerk will contribute to the KCC public consultation, the Council being very concerned at the potential extremely adverse consequences to the parish if this expansion went ahead.
174/13
Neighbourhood Plans


Chairman had spoken with Brian Lloyd to discuss Brian’s concerns expressed in his email to the Chairman, and is also hoping to have found a local resident willing to take on the administration, which would be a step forward. Before the next parish council meeting in June he hopes to have arranged a first steering group meeting. 
175/13
Finance

Income


Notification was received from Swale BC that the first half year grant of precept, additional grant funding and lighting grant had been received in the sum of £3,162.50.

Current account expenditure:


Direct Technical Services payment 1 of 4 for lighting maintenance contract
£203.00

Kevin Funnell for annual audit 2012/13
£30.00


Citizens Advice Bureau – donation
£25.00


Whitehill Hall for OPC hall hire in arrears to March 2013 (£20 pm)
£160.00


Lorrie Clark honorarium for setting up hall for meetings
£25.00


Allotments account expenditure


Tony Hoile allotments officer for wire netting and grass cutting
£70.00

Whitehill Hall for allotments bee keeping hall hire
£15.00


Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses for bee keeping instruction
£20.00


Tony Hoile allotments officer for grass cutting/strimming
£50.00


Clerk had obtained three insurance quotations for 2013/14:


AON
£1,073


Zurich
£866


Came & Co
£553


The Clerk believed that Aon may agree to match Came & Co’s quotation, so it was agreed she should seek to do that. If they will not match the quotation, the parish council agreed to transfer to Came & Co.
176/13
Correspondence

KCC footpaths Service – notification that their service of clearing vegetation will be further reduced this year.

Swale BC – in future Councillors should notify Swale BC of any changes to their register of members’ interests as annual updates will no longer be sought.

Swale BC– correspondence between Chairman and cleansing dept about the unsatisfactory service re emptying of dog/waste bin at Water Lane allotments.


NALC – seeking information from parish councils who have clustered together to jointly deliver services.  Not relevant to the parish council despite the Chairman’s efforts re lighting and electricity suppliers etc.


Champion Hall – Mr Alastair Greason had forwarded an accessibility report for the Champion Hall.  All was relatively in order.


Police and Crime Commissioner – notification of ‘meet your police’ events


Action With Communities in Rural Kent – confirmation of membership 2013/14.


KALC – notification of financial support of up to £7,000 for preparing neighbourhood plans.


Swale Rural Form – agenda for next meeting Tuesday 28th May.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – notification of next meeting to be held Tuesday 11th June.


Direct Technical Services – notification of their revised fault reporting procedures.


KCC Highways – notification of road closure at Faversham Road for 3 days

CPRE – brochure about CPRE’s new ‘transport toolkit’


Countryside Voice – passed to Chairman
177/13
Members’ Reports


There were no members’ reports.  
178/13
Any Other Business


The Clerk commented that as she was unable to undertake Ospringe in Bloom this year, volunteers are desperately needed.

The meeting ended at 10.50pm.     

Next meeting: Wednesday 12th June at 7.30pm
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