NORTON BUCKLAND & STONE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING



MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 23rd APRIL 2018








Speakers . Cllr. Andrew Bowles, Leader of Swale Borough Council.


      Mr. Steve Lewis,  Mr. Mike Jackson & Team. Kent Fire Service

      24 members of the public.
1.
Opening
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr. A.Trim opened the meeting at 7.30p.m.welcomed the public and introduced Cllr. Andrew Bowles, and the team from Kent Fire Service.  Cllr. Trim passed on the sad news of Cllr. Rick Barnicott's death.   Cllr. Barnicott had joined us at our Annual Parish Meetings in Norton many times.
2.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting held on  8th May 2017 were approved as a correct record and duly signed.
3.
Matters arising 
Cllr. Trim was asked if there were any developments on item 6 regarding Kent Minerals & Waste  Plan. He advised there there had been no development adopted by KCC 2016 and the original sites are still in it, with the exception of one that dropped out and had not been re-submitted.  He also advised that the Parish Council had heard nothing from Legal & General regarding the Old Wyevale Nursery site.  The PC had been in contact with them requesting they attend to the ragwort but to no avail.
4.
Presentation by Kent Fire Service

Mr. Steve Lewis spoke regarding the fire at the cold store in Provender Lane December 2017. Plastic 
pallets with plastic wrapping stacked near the halogen lights are believed to have been the cause of the 
fire.  He advised that the mains in Norton were not particularly good even thouh several 
parishioners had 
needed to place reduction valves in their homes.  Some of the mains had been in 
since Victorian 
times and 
any new developments have a legal duty to inform the Fire Service, unfortunately this does not happen.  
Cars often drive over verges and cover the hydrants with mud therefore the Fire Service are unable to find 
them.  He urged members of the public to report any damage  to KCC. The Fire Service's were very quick 
to attend. Their target time is under 10 minutes,  they also receive updated information from their control 
room en route.   Mr. Mike Jackson and Mr. Nick Scott also answered questions from the floor.
5.
Presentation by Cllr. Andrew Bowles
Cllr. Bowles referred to Cllr. Mike Whiting throughout his presentation to which Cllr. Whiting added more detail to several questions asked.  Cllr. Bowles advised that due to the harsh weather they had 1500 pot holes reported in a week as opposed to their usual 200-300.  There is £7.5 million being spent on repairing pot holes and he urged people to report them on line. 

There is a possible increase in the numbers of houses required within the Local Plan and 
confusion has 
arisen because the plan had been received but more demands for housing are being made.

He stated that Gordon Henderson MP is desperately seeking what the government wants.
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He added that there is some benefit in having a large development rather than a number of small ones as it is easier to put in the infrastructure.  There is a possibility of new ones in Bapchild and possible new 'villages'.  All will be on greenfield sites. There is a lot of support for a link from the Science Park to Bapchild which would involve extra schools and extra medical centres. However this would cause a black-spot for air quality on the A2 in the Bapchild area.  Planning for 80 houses to be built on the Bapchild Fruit Stall site had been refused. Cllr. Bowles added that it is not feasible to meet any increase in development in the South-east. Kent MP's do not want any more houses built.  At present there are not enough trains and it would be impossible to fit more in.
Cllr. Bowles is continuously pushing to have upgraded medical facilities in Thanet.  

At present it is very hard to attract medical staff to train and work in this area.
Litter continues to be a problem in particular plastic.  The waste bin on the A2 has disappeared and Cllr. Bowles will take this up with Cllr. Simmons.  Also the warning sign has gone from the lay-by that should be in more than one language
It is estimated that 900 lorries per night park illegally in Kent.  KCC have identified three sites which they will fund and then lease out.
The poor visibility from A2/Norton Lane was looked at but did not meet the threshold of accidents etc., KCC agreed to put in a box junction at Lynstead Lane.
Cllr. Bowles also spoke about sorting out drains, Norton Lane still floods and more money is needed in the kitty.  Resources are limited and health and social services take first call leaving highways depleted.
6.
Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Review
Cllr. Trim confirmed that there had been bi-monthly meetings throughout the year i.e. six meetings.  The attendance had be 88%.  He thanked Councillors for their diligence in attending.  The new precept was £6220.00 (Six thousand two hundred and twenty pounds) which is a 2% increase from last year, this had been made up of increased insurance and lighting bills. The Parish Council's website had been upgraded to meet with requirements  where all planning, expenditure agenda and minutes are posted.  It has taken two years to transfer to electronic banking.

There have been 15 planning applications of which the PC had only opposed 4.  SBC had agreed with the PC on almost every case.  There had been no contact with Legal & General regarding the Old Garden Centre apart from a PC request for the ragwort to be attended to. There had been yellow lines introduced in the lay-by on the A2 which had a marginal improvement. There had been a problem with an overgrown hedgerow in Provender Lane with both farmers claiming that it was the property of the others hedge.  It had been a very quiet year on the whole. 

Cllr. Trim thanked the clerk for another year of hard work also for the ladies for providing the refreshments.  He also thanked everybody for coming.
7.  
Any other Business

None.
8.
Closure of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm
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