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Over 100
residents
nominate
Local Heroes
for Mayor’s
Award

The Mayor of Winchester’s
Local Hero Award was
launched in September to
recognise those who have put
others before themselves and
selflessly supported those in
need with acts of kindness
during the COVID-19

pandemic.

The Mayor’s Office received
113 heart-warming citations
showcasing the sacrifices
people across the district have
made and time they have
given to help others since the
outbreak and resulting

lockdown.

The Local Hero Award offered
residents the chance to
celebrate unsung heroes from
across the district. In addition
to the 113 individuals and
groups who were nominated,
48 Parish Councils and 19
local community groups have
also been recognised by
Winchester City Council for
their efforts to help friends and

neighbours.

New Garden Waste
Service.

The new garden waste collection service, starts

on 1 February 2021 (until 29 January, garden waste
collections and the green bag system will operate as
normal). Residents will have the option to purchase a
new garden waste bin at an annual fee.

The annual fee is:

° £59 for a standard size bin

° £39 for a smaller bin

° The standard sized bin (240l) is 1m high,
70cm deep and 60cm wide (jpg,
2mb) (Equivalent to 2.7 of the current
garden waste bag)

° The smaller bin(140I) is 1m high, 55cm
deep and 50cm wide. (jpg,
2.4mb) (Equivalent to 1.6 of the current
garden waste bag)

Residents will need to sign up for the garden waste
service. You can now sign up to the new Garden
Waste service. Please follow the instructions below on
how to purchase the service.

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-
waste-collection-sign-up

Once you have purchased the service the aim is to
begin delivering the bins before the end of November.
You will be able to use them as soon as you get them.

The free bag collection service will stop when the new
service is introduced.

After the new service is introduced, waste will only be
collected from those that subscribe to take part,and
pay the annual fee for the collection. The collection day
for garden waste bins will not change and will continue
as detailed on your collection calendar from

1 February, but only households who subscribe will
receive the service.

You can keep your existing bag to move material
around your garden, but collection will only be made
from the new bins, unless you are from a (council
approved) property which is not able to receive one.
There are some council approved locations where for
operational reasons there is not room for an additional
bin, which will continue to operate with a bag
collection, but on the same charged for basis as
above.

However, if you have a council approved bag system
for your current residual waste or recycling service
because of accessibility issues, or the type of house
frontage that you have, you will be able to continue
with a bag system, but you will have to pay for the
collection - £39 for up to two bags (equivalent to
smaller bin), and £59 for up to three bags (equivalent
to standard bin).
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more households are recycling
their glass from home

You are able to share the bins with a neighbour if you
want to reduce your individual cost, but we will need a
single point of contact from whichever is the lead
neighbour.

If you currently receive an assisted collection and sign
up to the new service, you will continue to receive an
assisted collection.

The service will give significant increase in capacity
over the current bags, and mean that the waste is
easier and safer to move, will not be blown away and
lost, as is common with the bag system, and keeps the
green waste material dry. Compost will continue to be
processed in the same way as present, being turned
into PRO GROW organic soil conditioner which is for
sale on line, or at HWRCs.

Unlike many local authorities that run this type of
scheme, we are not asking for you to purchase the bin,
this is included in the annual cost.

All Winchester residents can get special offers

on Composters and Water Butts.



Maintaining Ditches and water course to
prevent surface water flooding

Your riparian
responsibilities

Do you own land that has a watercourse or drainage ditch on

or adjacent to it?

Watch a short video Answer: Yes —You are therefore a ‘riparian landowner' and you
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What can land and properties owners do to reduce the risk of flooding?

« ldentify your ordinary watercourses/ditches/piped watercourses — check
deeds if required

% Check whether they are clear from debris and vegetation and if not clear
them

Types of flooding

Understanding the different types of flooding can help you to better understand the flood
risk in your area. Reporting a flood event to the authority who are responsible for

Jnaging the Tk helpe the lstue S0.be Mvestieatec promptiy. As a landowner you have a right to protect your property from flooding
- consider how you might do this and prepare a plan.

- \ i ion:
Surface water flooding (also known as pluvial) Report to the More information:
Surface water occurs when rainfall cannot drain away through Lead Local www.hants.gov.uk/watercourses
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(eommmarneee | (0ged  Blodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

Groundwater table rises to the surface following prolonged Lead Local
ﬂoodins rainfall. Risk of groundwater can be dependent on Flood
L the geology of the area. 5 Authority

The council is to set out its
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) look
out of this in January 2021 which will
Co toog o s s highlight how leaders intend to

Sewer flooding is the result of sewage systems
being overwhelmed, either by intense rainfall, rising
groundwater or blockages in the waste water
system. It is also known as contaminated flooding.

by the sea. This is due to high tides over-topping
the land and can be significantly exacerbated by

enhance and protect essential
biodiversity across the district

Hampshire County Council is the

Lead Local Flood Authority in E H a mp S h l I C




1 Ponds Male frogs often spend winter in the muddy depths of
ponds, breathing through their skin. But if the pond freezes over,
gases caused by decaying plant material can get trapped and
poison them. Remove debris from ponds now,and float a tennis

or golf ball on the surface to prevent ice from sealing it.

2 Twigs Put bundles of twigs at the back of borders, or in a plant
pot on its side, where invertebrates and small mammals can

shelter.

3 Borders Leave herbaceous borders intact in winter so
decaying plants can act as a ‘winter duvet’ for small mammals
and insects. Clumps of ornamental grasses may offer the perfect
hibernaculum for a hedgehog, while hollow plant stems and
seedheads provide nooks and crannies for invertebrates.
Seedheads are also a source of oil-rich food for birds which may

visit to feed

4 Plant pots Leave stacks of plant pots in a sheltered spot to

offer shelter for bees and other insects needing a cool, dry place.

5 Sheds Some butterflies overwinter as adults and will enter our
homes in autumn, where they find conditions cool and dry.
However, when the central heating is turned on they wake up
and expend energy flying around. If you find a butterfly inside
your home, transfer it to your shed or garage, where
temperatures will remain constant. Use an empty shoe box to
move it, keeping the lid on until it has settled down. Make sure it

can exit safely in spring, via a window or door.

Some simple things you
can do at this time of the
year to support wildlife in

6 Leaves Remove leaves from paths or lawns but transfer them to a
corner or beneath a hedge, where hedgehogs and other animals can

crawl for shelter.

7 Compost heaps A variety of species, including hedgehogs and
queen bumblebees, find compost heaps the perfect place to hibernate. If
your heap is in a plastic bin with a lid, this will keep it dry, but be sure to
provide access for hibernators at the base by standing the bin on bricks.
If you have an open bin, cover it with a thick piece of old carpet to keep
it dry and insulated. Avoid disturbing the bin between autumn and April,
when all species will have finished their long snooze. Or go online to
make a Hedgehog house e.g The Woodland Trust web site

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/08/how-to-make-

hedgehog-house/

8 Indoors Like butterflies, ladybirds may choose to overwinter in your
home and will be disturbed by the heating coming on. As they hibernate
in large groups, it may be best to leave them alone and if you can, leave
the room unheated. If not, using a dustpan and brush, tip them gently

into an empty box and move them to the shed.

9 Nest boxes Birds don’t hibernate and they require a lot of energy to
keep themselves warm at night. Clear out nest boxes now so that birds

can take shelter in them on cold nights.

10 Lofts Take care if paying a visit to your loft in winter, as you may

disturb hibernating bats, ladybirds or butterflies.

Your councillors wish all residents a Happy Christmas and New Year despite the

yourselves and families safe through these tough times.

Vicki Weston Vweston@winchester.gov.uk

Frank Pearson Fpearson@winchester.gov.uk

Linda Gemmell Lgemmell@wicnhester.gov.uk




