


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 2nd July 2024 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, Cllr S Pennell and T Grimes (Clerk).

1. To consider any apologies for absence
There were no apologies.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s hours, clerk’s wages and expenses. 

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 4th June 2024 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
There were no members of the public present. 
ME reported having answered the door on Thursday 27th or Friday 28th June to two people dressed all in yellow saying they were Marie Curie representatives, who were talking nonsense. They had been to several properties. It seems they had been through the village asking people to sign up to a monthly donation but they didn’t seem legitimate. GP offered to raise it at the Safer Neighbourhoods meeting. Clerk offered to contact Marie Curie.
ME had received comments that several hedges were over hanging the pavement.
GH has received several comments about the smell from Pears lorries going onto the A1 via the slip road. It isn’t a spillage – it’s just lorries passing by leaving a lingering bad smell. The clerk offered to contact DCllr SM to see where to take this. MM offered to put it on the Whatsapp group to find out the extent of the problem and encourage people to report it once a contact was established.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Bank Mandate
GP reported having heard from the bank so the clerk will test his access with approving the payments this month. 
b. Pavement opposite village hall
The clerk had received a map from Highways showing the extent of the adopted highway ‘pavement’. It suggests there should be a clear route from the pavement across the entrance to Park Farm properties to the pavement by the bus stop. LH offered to follow this up.
c. Hedgehog Highways
The clerk informed the meeting that Weston PC had now appointed a new clerk who will put this on their next agenda.
d. Speeding
The clerk reported that PC Deborah Bakin had offered to look at the area for speed enforcement and suggested that PCSO Richard Dunn could arrange training if residents wanted to run a community speed gun. GP will follow it up at the meeting. There was some interest in a scheme but it was noted that when implemented previously it had resulted in abuse.

The clerk also noted that emergency access information had been set up as per the new Financial Regs and showed councillors what was included and how it would be stored.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
Neither were present to report.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
GP has received information about the next SNG meeting so is now on the circulation list and will be attending a meeting next week.

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
Councillors reported seeing Severn Trent at the South end of the village and also on Ferry Lane and Park Farm carrying out maintenance or repairs.
The clerk reported having read that some of the A1 road closures have been related to checking and clearing drainage routes. 
SP felt the response from the Environment Agency regarding dredging lacked detail. It was generic and didn’t explain anything specific to this area. He asked whether it would be possible for someone to come and explain. However, it was felt that this had been the purpose of the meeting at the Sutton Sports Hall in May when the various agencies were present and answered questions.

9. To receive updates relating to Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
The next meeting is due in July. 
b. Visit to working solar farm
Councillors agreed this had been very interesting. 

The clerk had circulated an email from Egmanton parish about footpaths. It appeared to be from a resident but GH reported having spoken to the person on the solar farm visit and he was in fact being employed by Elements Green/NG+ to gather footpath information. It was felt no comment was necessary as the site is outside of the village envelope and where paths are impacted, alternative routes are being proposed.

10. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
The clerk reported that the marquee website had no prices and although she had requested a quote, as yet no response had been received. 
The clerk was asked to circulate a reminder of what CIL money can be spent on.

11. To receive the Health & Safety report
MM reported having done a check of all assets. 
The bench and bin at the cross roads are inaccessible due to the scaffolding and weeds. The bench will need staining when it is accessible. The bench on Ferry Lane also needs staining. Otherwise, everything is generally in good order. The telephone kiosk paint and equipment has been purchased and now the good weather is here it just needs a date to carry out the work. 

12. To consider moving to a Gov.UK domain
The clerk reported that there was now some funding available to help councils make the move. The offer was £100 towards costs but it was not guaranteed. 
The existing domain expires in 2027. Hugofox and Notts CC are not Government approved registrants and it must be done through a Government approved registrant. 
The clerk had asked a couple of registered companies and it looks like it will cost £50 or £60 per year to register and keep a domain name. Then you can have emails with the same domain and there is a monthly fee for these which varies but one quoted £35 per month. 
The advantages are 
· Control: when someone leaves their email gets closed so no sending out emails appearing to be a councillor! 
· FOI: easy to provide all the information requested as they can be searched and accessed centrally and there’s no searching of private emails accounts and all that they contain. 
· Trusted: reassures website users and email recipients that it is a trusted Government organisation.
· No disruption to service: Clerks on the forum report it being simple to change and whoever they used all were considered helpful. 
· Funding: The support grant is available now and won’t be around forever. 
The disadvantages are 
· Hassle factor: Learning a new system and following stricter rules on security (although the outcome of that is a benefit and the registrant/host seems to handle some of that.)
· Overpayment: the emails come in bundled packages so you pay for eg 25 even though you only need 8.
· Double payment: the current domain doesn’t expire until 2027 and has already been paid for. 
· As yet there’s no legal requirement to switch so it could wait.
It was agreed that the advantages outweighed the disadvantages and it would be a good move but only with funding. The grant support is provided via Parish Councils Domains Helper Service and the clerk had emailed for more information. 
Having found out that some Councils were approved registrants providing domains for all their parishes, LH suggested asking the County Council for support since all smaller councils would be needing to switch at some point and finding the initial cost prohibitive.

RESOLVED: In principal, move to a Gov.uk domain, but first investigate County Council support in the process and find out more about requirements and costs.
(Proposed MM seconder GP, carried unanimously.)

13. To review the monitoring of the litter bin at the South end of the village
All still seems fine. It was agreed that monitoring would be ongoing.


14. To review council policies and determine a programme of updating where necessary
a. Code of Conduct
It was agreed that this was still appropriate without changes. It was noted that the policy requires the council have a hospitality book. The clerk was asked to set this up.

RESOLVED: To keep the present policy. 
(proposed LH, seconded MM, carried unanimously)

b. Bio-Diversity Policy
The clerk advised that there wasn’t much a council with no land could do apart from promoting bio-diversity through newsletters and checking for bio-diversity net gain in planning responses. A few minor modifications had been made to the model policy to make it relevant, eg cemetery and allotment sections had been removed.

RESOLVED: To adopt the new Biodiversity policy.
(proposed MM, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

15. To respond to the following correspondence
a. National Trust - Southwell Workhouse
The clerk asked if anyone wished to attend. LH asked to go and it was agreed she would take a guest as no-one else wanted to go.
b. NSDC - Statement of Community Involvement
This was noted.
c. Notts ALC – New Councillor Training
SP would like to attend the New Councillor training.

RESOLVED: To approve his attendance.
(proposed MM, seconded LH, carried unanimously)

16. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was circulated before the meeting so it was checked by the chair and signed.
b. To review the clerk’s hours
It was agreed that 15 hours was not going to be sufficient. The average monthly work to date is 21 working hours. The clerk offered to continue monitoring until the end of September to give a full year of data as August may be quiet and may therefore affect the average monthly hours.
c. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages – usual amount plus overtime
The clerk reported having worked 13.5 hours, but noted she had taken holiday this month hence the reduction. There would be some catching up in July that otherwise would have been done in June.

RESOLVED: To make the above payment with holiday entitlement.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not participate)

ii. Village Hall – July hire – 2hrs - £10
iii. Clerk’s expenses – TBC 
The clerk reported having done the year end printing and submitted a breakdown totalling £11.55.
iv. Training - £TBC
£45 for SP to attend the new councillor training.

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

17. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk had circulated the quarter end budget report but had missed it off the agenda – it was noted and signed by the chair.
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils direct for circulation.

18. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 3rd September 2024 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 21.11
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