BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Zoom Special Planning Meeting of the Parish Council held on Friday18th December 2020 at 7.30pm.

Present Keith Turner (Chair) (KT), Hazel Scott (HS), Sally Baker (SB),Carina Sumner  (CS), Dan Holmes (DH), Pat Hole via Telephone (PH), Phil Scott (late) (PS) and Brian Smith (BS) Acting Clerk.
Members of the public: Duncan & Mary Cranna, Charles & Clare Mowat. Gill Turner.
	
	.
	Action 

	1
	Apologies 
Sally Baker and Carina Sumner

	

	2
	Declaration of interests

None

	

	3
	Planning Application 3/02/20/004 Lower Parks Farm, Tolland
Technical problems with internet for clerk, meant that some of the meeting was missed and minutes were taken by Gill Turner.
Gill Turner and 
Members of the public were invited to speak first.

Charles and Clare Mowatt 
1. Visual impact on open countryside 

2. Access to site being unsuitable for vehicles. Commercial vehicles and caravans would have difficulty turning into the site from the lane.

3. Traffic impact on other road users such as horses and their riders, bikes, walkers and general traffic. The traffic survey done for the applicant was inaccurate.

4. Environmental impact: more journeys and more pollution. There was no provision for waste removal from the site and the risk that such waste and chemicals could pollute land and water courses.

5. The applicant show total disregard for planning regulations in the countryside, and does not respect the law.

Mary and Duncan Cranna

1. Wanted to emphasise this is out of character with open countryside being seen from public roads and bridle paths.
2. There has been unauthorised development on the site already by the applicant against government planning guidelines.
3. An application ¼ of a mile from this site was turned down on access. This access is poor. The applicant has no ownership of either side of the access and therefore splays would not be possible.    
Pat Hole    
      Agreed with above, emphasising that the site has been occupied unlawfully for
      2 years and there has been building there against planning rules.

Dan Holmes

This application would have a detrimental impact on the landscape being near to the Quantock Hills and Exmoor.

Access: the width of the road would prevent vehicles, especially large or long ones, from turning into the site. Opposite was a banked hedge which would stop vehicles from turning.

There was a disregard to local and national planning regulations.

Hazel Scott
Agreed with the above. It would be a terrible eyesore on the landscape. She questioned the survey done for the applicant that said average traffic speed along the road was 20mph. This would be the speed of vehicles turning but the survey did not take into account the average speed of through traffic which would be greater.

General comments. This is planning in the Open Countryside which is against planning policy. It is impossible for the applicant to gain access from the lane because of its narrow width and splays are not possible as the applicant does not own the land on either side of the gate, so the present access is the only way in or out, and that was turned down by Highways last time.

Comments from Brian Smith (Acting Clerk)
Reference was made to Gypsies and Travellers Planning provision Briefing paper 07005  Dated 19th December 2019 and comments emailed to him from an enquiry to PPLanning Department enforcement officer. 
All councillors at the meeting voted against the planning application.

Members of the public were thanked for their attendance and comments.

Meeting closed at 20.25hrs
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