PLATT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

ON 2nd MAY 2017
	Present:  
	Mrs P Darby (Chair)
	Mrs W Palmer
	Mr T Woolven

	
	Mr R Lupton

Mr J Scade
	Mr R Tillett
Mr T Bonser
	Mr A Mathieson

	
	Mrs J Davies (Clerk)


	
	


Apologies: 

None 
	Number

_______
	Minute/Planning Application/Correspondence

______________________________________________________________________ 
	Action

______

	66/17

67/17

68/17

69/17

70/17

71/17

72/17

73/17

74/17

75/17

76/17

77/17

78/17

79/17

80/17
81/17

a)

b)

c)

82/17
83/17
84/17

85/17
	Members of the Public: Borough Councillors Mike Taylor 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED that Mrs Darby continue as Chairman. Mrs Darby was happy to continue in the role but reminded the Council that she didn’t plan to continue the role forever. The Clerk had given Mrs Darby a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form which was duly signed at the meeting.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None.

UPDATE TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS

None.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
RESOLVED that Mr Bonser be appointed as Vice- Chairman. The Clerk had given Mr Bonser a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form which was duly signed.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON COMMITTEES

RESOLVED that the following representatives be on these committees:
Facilities Management Committee Councillors Mrs Darby, Mr Scade and Mr Mathieson. Mr Palmer had confirmed that he was happy to remain on this Committee as had Mr Baker. A new representative might be sent on behalf of BGJFC. 

Footpaths Mr Scade had agreed to continue this role. 

KALC T&M Area Committee and KALC AGM Mrs Palmer was willing to represent the Council as was Cllr Darby. 

Parish Partnership Panel  Mrs Palmer was willing to represent the Council as was Cllr Bonser.  

Basted Mill Public Open Space Committee  Mrs Darby and Mrs Palmer were prepared to represent the Council on this committee. 

Parish Alliance Mrs Palmer was willing to represent the Council as was Cllr Darby.  

CPRE Mrs Palmer and Mrs Darby were willing to represent the Council. 

Nepicar Liaison Committee Mrs Darby and Mr Bonser were prepared to represent the Council. 

Platt Woods Management Committee  Mr Palmer had confirmed that the present members of the committee were prepared to remain for a further year. Mr Woolven and Mr Lupton would be Parish Council representatives on this Committee. 

Planning Committee Mr Bonser had confirmed that he would be willing to continue the role as Chairman of this Committee. 

Skateboard Park Committee  Mr Mathieson and Mr Woolven were prepared to attend the meetings on behalf of the Council. 

Platt Industrial Estate Committee Mrs Darby and Mr Bonser were prepared to represent the Council. 

J5 Slips Committee A representative would be elected to this committee if a meeting occurred.

JPCTAG Committee Cllr Lupton and Cllr Darby were happy to attend these meetings. 

Joint Transportation Board A representative would be elected to this committee if it was felt that a meeting required a representative from Platt.

Streetlighting Cllr Tillett would think about taking on this project.
INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE PC ON MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE COUNCIL

There was nothing to be raised at this juncture.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 4th APRIL 2017
RESOLVED that the minutes of 4th April 2017 be accepted as a true record.  

APPROVAL OF APM MINUTES OF 25th APRIL 2017

RESOLVED that the minutes of 25th April 2017 be accepted as a true record.  

MATTERS ARISING

Street Lighting Cllr Scott had attended a meeting with Ms Kinsella and Ms Clewes on Wednesday 19th April. The ladies had requested an inventory of the PC assets detailing construction and wattage of the relevant street lights.
With regard to the lady with 2 lights outside her property, one of the lights was now off. The work to be done was to remove the older lamp post, remove the screen from it and fit that to the newer lamp post.
With reference to the Gypsy site at Askew Bridge. The details of their law breaking had been passed to the planning department, and this should be included in the next appeal. TMBC had come back and said that while the court case is ongoing, they cannot intervene.  KCC Lighting team had been in touch with UK Power Networks and they had passed the information to their Revenue Protection Team for investigation. KCC Lighting team would monitor the situation.The Council disagreed with T&MBC’s decision not to intervene as this problem was occurring outside the Gypsy site perimeter.
Platt Woods Cllr Darby had spoken to Mr Such regarding the additional day’s work that had been undertaken on the path widening. Mr Such had confirmed that the work had been necessary but thought anything further could be carried out on a volunteer day.
The Clerk had requested details of Mr Whale’s current insurance but nothing had been received. Clerk to send a reminder.
Financial Arrangement with Platt PCC Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council had withdrawn its funding to the Parish Council for the maintenance of open churchyards. 

The Chairman had asked the Parochial Church Council for details of costings and whether there could be any savings that could be made. The PCC had detailed all expenditure and as its financial year ran from 1st Jan it had budgeted for the receipt of £2,111 from the PC. RESOLVED that these funds be given to the PCC for 2017/18. Invoices for expenditure would be requested when funds were paid at the end of the year. The question was raised whether the Church received any funding from the Diocese. The Parish Council would consider a financial request for 2018/19.
Wrotham Heath Golf Club Liz Guthrie had been contacted twice to see if she had a copy of Wrotham Heath Golf Club’s management plan. A response had not been received. RESOLVED that the Chairman write to express disappointment that this had not been forthcoming.
Platt School Cllr Darby had attended a meeting with Platt School (MP Tom Tugendhut had not been able to attend due to the election period) to address concerns over pedestrian safety on the A25. Residents of The Grange had been given 28 days to cut back its hedges.
A 20mph flashing sign would be installed in September and the 30mph speed limit would be extended to the other side of Askew Bridge. The current speed indicator was faulty and the Clerk was asked to report it to KHS as a matter of urgency.
Platt School would like to see the railings extended along the A25 but it was not known if it was possible due to the residential properties. The Chairman had requested that any details of “near misses” should be reported to the PC. 
The School was happy to encourage parents to write in support of the application for a new access road into Platt Industrial Estate.
LIAISON WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Platt Industrial Estate Access Road Borough Cllr Taylor confirmed that this planning application had finally been validated that day and back dated. Borough Cllr Taylor would be calling his application into Area 2.
H&H Celcon Cllr Taylor had been invited to attend a meeting with the group managing director on the 4th May. Details of the meeting would be reported to the Parish Alliance.
Roundabout at Western Road Cllr Taylor was asked about painting the roundabout. He confirmed that the developer had never painted it and the work had not yet been signed off by KCC. He was happy for the PC to lodge a complaint and would forward contact details to the PC.
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

Cllr Bonser ran through the month’s planning matters listed below: -. 

 PLANNING APPLICATIONS
TM/17/00875/FL Maidstone Road, Wrotham Heath, Marion Cottages #1A. New 2 semi detached houses

TM/17/00798/FL Land at Long Wood off Crouch Lane. New access. Cllr Darby had only just received the p.a so would be looking at it closely. She felt that if this was approved it would set a precedent. She felt that removal of the trees in this location would have a serious impact on the lane. Borough Cllr Taylor asked to be copied in on comments made by the PC.
TM/17/00947/TNCA LML Platt, Rose Cottage. Fell Bay Tree
 PLANNING APPEALS
 APP/H2265/D/17/3168320 Yew Tree Barn, LML, Crouch. Against refusal. Appeal      dismissed 11/04/17
 APP/H2265/C/16/3154626 2 Keepers Cottage, Hurst Woods. Against Enforcement  Notice. 
Appeal dismissed 24/04/17
 APP/H2265A/12/2183467/NWF Askew Bridge Site
Non-determination & enforcement. Still undecided
Landway Farm Cllr Darby asked Cllr Bonser to ascertain why T&MBC had changed its mind on the additional business use.
8.50 Borough Cllr Taylor left the meeting

PLATT WOODS REPORT 

Mr Whale had not submitted a report. The Clerk was asked to send a reminder before the next meeting
FMC REPORT
Fencing The Clerk had written to request that fence props from a property in Lingfield Road be removed from PC land. The resident had written to say that these props had been there for at least two years and until now had never caused an issue to the maintenance of the field so please could the PC explain why this was now an issue.

Mrs Darby had inspected the props and conceded that they did cause problems for the Groundsman when mowing. The Groundsman could not mow in the corner and it took longer to do because he had to use a strimmer. RESOLVED that a letter be sent to the resident asking him to remove the props within 8 weeks from the date of the letter. 
Allotments Cllr Mathieson and Cllr Woolven had measured out each allotment and posts had been installed to denote the boundary line. 
Allotments 15 to 20 had far exceeded the original boundaries. RESOLVED to recommend to the PC that the allotment holders be given 2 years to bring their allotment gardens back to within the new perimeter. However, the PC agreed that a site meeting would be held before any further action was taken.
See Saw Mr Baker needed assistance to take the repaired seesaw out of the barn and put in situ in the play area. A local resident had offered assistance as did Mr Palmer, Mr Scade and Mr Hammal. It was agreed that this would be carried out on 20th May. Mrs Darby had advised the local resident of the date. 

Car Park The Council had previously met with KCC and a soakaway would be needed which would link up to the drain owned by KCC. KCC had said it would ensure that the drain was clear and would look favourably on the proposal to link up to drainage from the barn. Mr Mathieson had now lodged a formal complaint with KCC as despite emailing and leaving messages no response had been received from them. 
Defibrillators The grant for £2,000 had been received from KCC. The defibrillators and cabinets had been received. The Chairman had spoken to the landlords of the Blue Anchor who were happy for a defibrillator to be placed on the exterior of the public house. However, the landlords had now changed so Mrs Darby had been in contact with the new landlord. The Blue Anchor was listed and a Listed Building certificate would be needed to erect the defibrillator. T&MBC had indicated that this would not be a problem. It was agreed that additional CCTV might be needed in SHF once the defibrillator was installed there. 

BGJFC Mr Donovan had approached the Council for reimbursement of the marking out of the pitch at KGF. RESOLVED that no more than £50 be reimbursed to BGJFC as the pitches at SHF had been marked out by the Groundsman.

Removal of Bracken RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Mr Such of £550 to remove Bracken along the footpath adjacent to the children’s play area and to cut down Bramble along the allotment boundary (field side).
Groundsman Mr Baker said that the PC should start looking for a replacement Groundsman for the following year. Mr Baker was finding it increasingly difficult to complete Groundsman tasks with his other commitments. The Committee asked Mr Baker if he would speak to the person who covered when he was on holiday to ascertain if he might be interested in the role. 
COUNCIL VACANCY

Following the resignation of Cllr Phil Scott, vacancy notices had been put on all notice boards and T&MBC had been made aware of the situation. The relevant DPI forms had been removed from T&MBC’s website.
CHEQUES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

RESOLVED the following payments were approved. 

The following payments were received:
T&MBC

Platt Wood’s Grant



         £2,000.00

T&MBC

Precept





       £35,000.00

Nat West

Interest  




                £0.53

Various

Allotment Rent




£112.50

HMRC


VAT Reimbursement



         £1,379.17





















  Total
         £38,492.20 

The Council approved the following payments:
Payt



                     


  VAT

   Total

Mrs M Beale

Cleaning April 17



              £40.00 

Mrs J Davies

Salary Mar 17





£887.80  

K Such


Path Widening


            £30.00             £180.00

Wrotham PC

Skatepark Maintenance
            £29.53
            £578.25 

KALC


Subscription

 
          £113.38
            £680.30

BMPOS

Contribution





£487.50

Kent Pension Fund
Contribution April 17 




£262.87

PWLB


Loan Repayment

 
                     £3,931.66

P Darby

APM Refreshments




  £24.25

T&MBC

Planning Fee





£192.50

















Total


 
£172.91         £7,265.13
KCC Pension Plan The Clerk informed the Council that KCC had confirmed the employer contribution rate from 1 April 2017 was 21.4%. RESOLVED that the Clerk question the 3.4% increase.
ANNUAL AUDIT
Mr Robbins, the internal auditor appointed by the Parish Council had audited the Parish Council books that day. The Clerk informed the Council that the 2015/16 external audit PKF Littlejohn had not raised any action points or issues. This was duly noted by the Parish Council.
Review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control The internal audit had been carried out with no problems highlighted. RESOLVED that the system of internal control was effective.

Approval of Annual Governance Statement The annual audit form had been completed and was now ready for signature. RESOLVED that the Chairman sign off the Annual Governance Statement on behalf of the Parish Council.

Approval of Accounting Statement RESOLVED that the Chairman sign off the Accounting Statement on behalf of the Parish Council.

CLERKS REPORT AND ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION

A resident had complained as minutes did not appear to be on the website. Before his resignation Cllr Scott had confirmed that these had been put on but appeared to have dropped off. Cllr Palmer and the Clerk would undertake this task going forward. However, Mr Scott was currently on holiday and he had relevant passcodes which were needed. Cllr Palmer would be meeting with him on his return. In the meantime the Clerk would email the resident the minutes.
REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

BMPOS AGM  Cllr Palmer reported that a Management Plan was now in place. The situation with the wall had not been resolved and a fence might be erected in its place. It was thought that the weir was collapsing on the Mill Pond.
CPRE Cllr Palmer said that the Chairman of Wrotham PC, Mr Gillin had created a document on the local plan stretching as far as Ditton, including sites such as Celcon and the BG Garden City. It appeared that a Celcon blog was stating very different things to what the local parishes were being told, saying that it wanted to expand as far as Ightham Court. Its stance on reusable PFA differed to what the parishes were being led to believe.
PPP The June meeting had been cancelled.
KALC A meeting was being held on 11th May. KALC was encouraging attendance as the J5slips were being discussed, including the economic benefits.
West Kent Neighbourhood Watch Cllr Tillett had attended. The Police and Crime Commissioner Matthew Scott had spoken and Kent would be getting an additional 80 police offices (funded through the Police precept). It was reported that out of its 3300 policeman, a third of these dealt with mental health related issues.
MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

Cllr Darby asked the Council if it was happy for her to write to T&MBC on the recent recycling debacle. RESOLVED that Cllr Darby write on behalf of the Council requesting temporary recycling at the bulky refuse site on weekends when the bulky refuse service was not in use.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Tuesday 6th June 2017
The meeting was closed at 9.45pm
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