
 
 

CLAYDON WITH CLATTERCOTE PARISH COUNCIL 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Minutes of the meeting held on 

3rd March 2026 at 7:30pm in Claydon Church Room 
 

Present: Cllr Barnes; Cllr Burns; Cllr Denham; Cllr Ferdani; Cllr Knight;        
In Attendance: Lawrence Wootten (Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer) 
Members of the public: 6 
 
106.25 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies received from Cllr Chapman (District Councillor) and Cllr Brant (District & County Councillor). 
 
107.25 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS – None declared 
  
108.25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
  

(a) The replacement oak tree would hopefully be planted for the end of the month.  
(b) The possibility of signs of dedication for some village trees was raised and will be added to the agenda 

of the next meeting. 
(c) Overflowing drain, fill of silt was reported. Cllr Knight to report via FixMyStreet and Clerk to find out 

when gulley clearance is due from County Council/District Council.  
(d) The possibility of a salt supply outside the Church Room in the winter was raised owing to slippery 

steps in frosty weather. Clerk agreed to investigate 
(e) The possibility of tickets for the Fairport Convention Cropredy Festival was raised – Clerk to 

investigate.  
(f) Bins were being left blocking paths and roads by Cherwell DC contractors. 
(g) A problem with overgrown trees on Dog Lane was raised.  

 
109.25 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY 2026 
 The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13TH January 2026 were approved, with an amendment to 

item 96.25 which will now read as follows: “Cllr Knight reported that work had begun on the installation of 
new benches in the village – the bases for three benches had already been installed .” An amended hard-
copy  of the minutes will be signed by the Chairman at the next meeting. Clerk to post an amended version 
on the website.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – add the approved minutes to the website.  

 
110.25 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 3RD 

FEBRUARY 2026 
 The minutes of the extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 were 

approved. Clerk to post the approved minutes on the website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – add the approved minutes to the website.  

 
111.25 UPDATE ON PROGRESS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
 (a) Clerk had received confirmation of receipt of the Precept Form from Cherwell DC (item 97.25 (h)). 

(b) Brown bin garden waste subscriptions had been set up by the Clerk for the Playing Field and 
Churchyard - £118 for 2 brown bins at each site (item 99.25). 

(c) Cllr Denham had been in touch with Bicester Hunt and a date for a visit was to be agreed.  
  
112.25 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
 None received – however, Cllr Brant’s new WhatsApp group for Cropredy and Hook Norton Division Parish 

Councils was noted and was working well. 
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113.25 TO RECEIVE THE REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 None received, but Cllr Brant’s new WhatsApp group for Parish Councils was noted.  
 
114.25 TO RECEIVE UPDATES ON ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS AND AGREE ASSOCIATED EXPENDITURES 

AND FURTHER ACTIONS 
 

(a) Flooding around Church Lane 
This matter is under observation. 
 

(b) Tree Survey Actions 
The need for an arboriculturalist to inspect the brace on the horse chestnut tree was pointed out. 
Clerk to chase up. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – chase up inspection of the horse chestnut and tree brace.  

 
It was suggested that an update was needed on trees funded by grants – as some trees were looking 
like they’re being strangled. 

 
(c) Emergency Plan 

Of the 150 Emergency Plan forms delivered, 15 hard-copy replies had been received, plus a few 
people who had contacted the Clerk directly. Unopened hard copies were given to the Clerk for 
processing to ensure GDPR compliance.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – sort through the completed forms and feed back to Cllrs Ferdani and Barnes.   

 
(d) Highway Issues 

The Clerk was still waiting to hear back from OCC Highways Dept regarding installation of village verge 
gates and would continue to chase up a response. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – contact OCC regarding village verge gates.  

 
Cllr Knight reported that road resurfacing had been happening. With regards to the proposed weight 
limit on the canal bridge – OCC is still proposing a 13-tonne weight limit.  It was proposed that Cllr 
Knight write to Cllr Brant asking him to take a position on the issue and respond to OCC Highways Dept 
in support of the Parish Council’s position, and to find out which County Council committee this will be 
discussed at and when that committee is due to meet. 

ACTION FOR CLLR KNIGHT – contact Cllr Brant regarding the proposed weight limit on the canal bridge.  

   
(e) Installation of Picnic Tables and Benches 

Cllr Knight reported that three bases had been installed and were waiting for benches to be put on 
them. A fourth base and bench were due to be installed on Crossing.  
 

(f) Allotment Maintenance 
A new allotment agreement had been sent out by the Clerk for 2 recently vacated plots. Remaining 
invoices needed to be sent out and the Clerk will establish which plots are now vacant.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – send out allotment invoices and establish which plots are now vacant.  

 
(g) Blue Brick Path Clearing and Cleaning 

The Clerk had tried to obtain three quotes for the cleaning of the Blue Brick Path, but had received no 
response from 2 contractors and a third contractor felt it was too far to travel to make a quote 
competitive. It was agreed that the contractor who has previously carried out the clearance work for 
the Parish Council might be the best option. 
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(h) Playing Field and Children’s Play Area 
The Clerk would be carrying out a quarterly Operational Inspection of the Play Area as soon as the 
weather improved.  

ACTION FOR CLERK – carry out a quarterly Operational Inspection of the play area once weather has improved.  

 
(i) Playing Field and Playing Field Trust 

The Clerk reported that the outstanding Financial Returns for the Playing Field Trust had now been 
submitted and the Playing Field Trust Annual Financial Returns were now completely up-to-date. It 
was agreed that this item could now be removed from the agenda until the Clerk has made progress 
with regards to the future of the Playing Field Trust.   
 

(j) There was no item (j) on the agenda. 
 

(k) Tree Planting 
It was agreed to remove this item from the agendas of future meetings unless there is something new 
to report. 
 

(l) Village Litter Pick 
The Clerk reported that the Cherwell DC Spring Clean runs from 13th March to 17th April 2026, which 
coincides with the Keep Britain Tidy Great British Spring Clean. Cherwell DC had invited all parishes 
and community groups to take part and an order form for equipment was available with a return date 
of 10th March. 
Council approved taking part in this initiative and instructed the Clerk to send a return to Cherwell DC 
requesting equipment and to produce a Risk Assessment for the activity once he had consulted with 
resident volunteers – date to be confirmed. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – submit a request for litter picking equipment to Cherwell DC and produce a Risk Assessment 
for a community litter picking event. 

 
(m) HS2 Grants 

Cllr Burns reported that he was reestablishing contact with HS2 grant funding. It was agreed that the 
priority for grant funding would be access to the playing field, with allotment water (possibly a 
connection to mains supply) a second priority.   

 
(n) Bird nesting boxes 

Cllr Denham agreed to instal the bird nesting boxes now that the nesting season is about to begin. 

ACTION FOR CLLR DENHAM – instal bird nesting boxes. 

 
(o) Village Summer Event 

It was agreed that a working group would be convened to discuss and make provisional arrangements 
for a village summer event, and to report back to council with ideas for approval. 
 

115.25  FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
 

a) Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliations  
Bank reconciliation at 28 February 2026 was presented and approved by council.  
Account balances at 28 February 2026 were: 
Lloyds Bank Community Account:   £          50.74 
Lloyds Bank Commercial Instant Access Account: £  41,182.15 
Total:      £  41,232.89 
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b) Invoices for Payment – to approve invoices for payment 
The following invoices were approved for payment: 
L Wootten Defibrillator pads & battery pack (including import fees) £246.18 
L Wootten Brown bins 2026/27 x2 for Playing Field   £118.00 
L Wootten Brown bins 2026/27 x2 for Churchyard   £118.00 
L Wootten Clerk’s salary for February    £244.95 
HMRC Overdue PAYE on Clerk’s salary     £125.84 
HMRC PAYE on Clerk’s February salary     £ 61.20 

ACTION FOR CLERK/RFO/CLLR DENHAM/CLLR KNIGHT – set up electronic payments for the above.  

.  
c) To approve payments made since the last meeting: 

A list of Direct Debit payments made since the last meeting was noted and approved. 

08/01/2026 Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £ 11.99 

09/01/2026 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £   4.25 

12/01/2026 Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £ 11.99 

14/01/2026 Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Email monthly subscription £11.99 

19/01/2026 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £ 4.25 

09/02/2026 Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £ 11.99 

09/02/2025 Lloyds Bank Bank Fee £ 11.50 

10/02/2026 Hugo Fox (Go Cardless) Internet monthly subscription £ 11.99 

17/02/2026 Lloyds Bank Service Charge £    4.25 

   
d) Receipts received since last meeting 

The following receipts were noted: 
08/01/2026 Hugo Fox   Payment returned    £ 11.99 

  09/01/2026 Lloyds Bank   Interest received    £ 21.63 
 09/02/2026 Lloyds Bank   Interest received    £ 18.87 
  

e) To review and approve the amended Asset Register for 2025-2026  
The Asset Register for 2025-26 was approved and signed by the Chairman and will be added to the 
website by the Clerk under Finances (2025-2026). 

ACTION FOR CLERK – post the approved Asset Register on the website.  

 
f) To approve the Clerk’s rates of expenses 

The rates for the Clerk’s expenses (printing, stationery and mileage) were approved and will be added 
by the Clerk to the website under Policies.   

ACTION FOR CLERK – post the agreed rates of Clerk’s expenses on the website.  

  
g) To agree the Clerk’s salary for 2026-27 

The Clerk had circulated a document explaining the Clerk’s salary for 2026-27 to councillors prior to 
the meeting. It was agreed that from 1st April 2026 the Clerk would move from SCP11 to SCP12 on the 
NALC LC1 Band and remain on a 5-hour per week contract.  
 

h) To adopt a Biodiversity Policy 
The Council agreed to adopt the Biodiversity Policy circulated to councillors by the Clerk ahead of the 
meeting. Clerk to post the policy on the website. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – post the Biodiversity Policy on the website.  
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i) To approve the Financial Risk Assessment 2025-2026  
The Financial Risk Assessment for 2025-2026 was approved by all and will be added to the website by 
the Clerk under Finances 2025-2026 and also  under Policies. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – post the Financial Risk Assessment 2025-2026 on the website.  

 
j) To agree to appoint the Internal Auditor for the 2025-2026 AGAR.  

The appointment of Tina Chartress as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the 2025-26 AGAR was 
approved by all. Clerk to confirm with her and return a signed letter of appointment. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – confirm appointment of Internal Auditor and return signed letter of appointment.  

 
116.25 LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION 

It was agreed that the Parish Council favoured Option Three – the creation of three Unitary Councils in 
Oxfordshire - Greater Oxford, Northern Oxfordshire and Ridgeway Unitary Councils. It was agreed that the 
Clerk would respond to the consultation surveys appropriately on behalf of the Parish Council. 

ACTION FOR CLERK – to respond to the Local Government Reorganisation consultation surveys in support of 
option creating the Greater Oxford, Northern Oxfordshire and Ridgeway Unitary Authorities.  

 
117.25 PLANNING – no Planning Applications or Planning Decisions received from Cherwell DC. 
  
118.25 COUNCILLOR AND CLERK TRAINING  

a) To consider training courses currently offered and approve councillor and/or clerk attendance. 
None requested.   
 

b) To receive an update on councillor and/or clerk training received. 
Nothing to report.  
 

119.25 CORRESPONDENCE – To note correspondence received where decisions are not required. 

• Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils – Monthly newsletter 

• Cherwell District Council – Parish Bulletin - Update to Parish Councils 

• Oxfordshire County Council – Closure of Canal Footpath at Clattercote 

• Oxfordshire County Council – Notification of Mollington Road closure 

• Banbury Guardian article about Claydon Canal Bridge – sent to council by resident for information 

• Oxfordshire County Council – Local Government Reorganisation 

• Cherwell District Council – Local Government Reorganisation  
 

120.25  ITEMS FOR INFORMATION OR NEXT AGENDA 
 Signs of dedication for village trees 
 Defibrillator at the Playing Field 
 Parish Council social media  
  
121.25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm  
 
Meeting closed at 9.02pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed     …….................................................    Date        
Councillor  


