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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th October 2012 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom,  
P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2556.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllrs Rivers & Thom declared an interest in agenda 
item 11, minute number 2566

2557.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Venning has been appointed a Trustee of Action with Communities in Rural Kent

2558.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Community Warden Lee Kidd & PCSO Oliver Welch

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.

2559.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th September 2012:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

2560. 
Matters Arising :  None

2561.  Planning Applications: Previously circulated to Councillors


12/00954/AS  Pound Farm – Erection of garage building with carer's accommodation to the rear.


After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to fully support this application asking that there be a condition that it be tied to the house to ensure that it is not sold as a separate dwelling.


12/01018/AS  Rugden Barn Farm – Conversion of existing garage/office building to holiday let.


Having listened to comments made during the Public Session, after a full discussion Cllrs agreed by a majority of 1 that this application be supported with the following conditions attached.  That Highway's opinion be sought on the safety aspect of more vehicles using the blind exit on to the B2082 and that a condition be imposed ensuring that the holiday let is tied to Rugden Barn Farm so that it cannot be sold on as a separate entity.

2562.
Village Caretaker update:  The Chairman informed the meeting that the Caretaker Committee had confirmed Alf Mather's position as Caretaker following a successful probationary period.  It is hoped to give Alf a modest pay rise next April.  Cllrs from the other villages were happy with the scheme so far and had given their support at the meeting held recently.

2563. 
To agree to increase the Clerk's hours from 1st April 2013:  It was agreed that the Clerk's 
hours be increased to 50 per month from 33. Two hours will be added to the hours worked for 
the Parish Council and 15 hours for the hours worked on the Caretaker Scheme per month

2564.
To report on the KCC Contract with WPC: Cllr Smith informed the meeting that comments had been sent to KCC on the second draft and an update is awaited from Spencer Palmer at KCC together with the final contract for signing.  It is hoped to issue an invoice for their contribution shortly.

2565.
To discuss the proposed new Code of Conduct & the Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests drafted by Cllr Smith: All Cllrs had copies of the proposed Code etc.  Cllr Smith explained the background as to how he had drafted the Code and DPI form and why he had included what he had.  He was congratulated on the drafts he had produced. Cllrs are asked to study them further with the hope that it can be resolved to adopt the Code at the next meeting and agree the DPI form.  The Council will now need to look at updating the Standing Orders.

At this point Cllrs Rivers and Thom left the meeting and Cllr Smith, as Vice-Chairman took the Chair.

2566.
To consider a request for a donation towards equipment to set up the Wittersham Film Society: Cllr Rivers had explained the request during the Public Session. After a full discussion it was agreed to donate £200.

Cllrs Rivers and Thom returned to the meeting.
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2567.
To consider giving a donation to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal: It was agreed to donate £100.

2568.   Correspondence:


a)a  Kent County Playing Fields Association – Annual Subscription due £20.  Agreed


a)    ABC – Area Action Plan for Chilmington Green:  Cllr Lewis suggested that the Council reiterate it's previous comments.  Cllrs agreed.


b)    Highways & Transportation – The KCC (Various Roads, The Borough of Ashford) (20mph, 30mph, 40mph, 50mph Speed Limits and Derestricted Roads) Amendment No. 1 Consolidation Order 2012:  It is proposed to put in place a 50mph speed limit from a point south of Dunbourne on the Smallhythe Road to just after the Parish Boundary south of the Ellen Terry Museum.  Cllr Venning asked if a request could be put to Highways for a speed reduction on Poplar Road between Wittersham Road and the village but it was explained that this had been suggested before but there weren't the funds for this.


c)    Lord Lucas – Woodland Plan for the Forestry Commission for College Wood:  Cllrs agreed to support this.


d)    ABC – Rural Local Needs Housing Review 2012:  Clerk to complete.


e)    Helen Lyon – Restoration of Poplar Farm Pond on the Village Green.   After a full discussion Cllrs agreed to support this as a Community Project although the Clerk will remind ABC that it is their responsibility to clear the pond and to restore it to the way it was.  Thanks to be given to Mr & Mrs King for reprinting the Wittersham Walks booklet, the proceeds of which will go towards the restoration costs.


For noting:  None



Previously circulated:  None



Forwarded by E-mail:


f)    Rural News 121     g)  Cllr Michael Winston – Local Plan to 2030 Jobs Growth & New Homes     h)  Highways – Ashford District Winter Service Handbook 2012/13

2569. 
To authorise payments:


 i)  To reimburse Clerk for expenses 3rd March to 30th September 2012  £268.53 Authorised


ii)   Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Hall £75  Authorised

2570.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:  



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed 



ii)  Half Yearly Statement – To be considered for the next meeting


b)
Planning:  





Decisions received: 



12/00860/AS 
Stocksmill Cottage – Proposed replacement front porch; single storey rear 
extension comprising enlargement of existing bedroom, kitchen and new lounge area; 
extension to existing chimney stack to form new inglenook 

                      Granted



An Enforcement appeal has been received against the issue of an Enforcement Notice by 
ABC relating to a breach of planning control re The Barn at Owley Farm, Acton Lane 
and Flats 2 & 3 forming part of the the first floor of the land as marked – Without planning 
permission the material change of use of the land from agricultural use to a mixed use of 
agricultural and residential use.



 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Cllr Venning will be attending the Seminar to be held shortly.


d)
Open Spaces – None


e)
Cemetery & Churchyard – None

2571.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

            KALC meeting 3rd October 2012 – Cllr Rivers reported on this meeting, the main topic being the 
new Code of Conduct.

2572.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

2573.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  13th November 2012
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2574.
Items for information: 


a) Community Warden's Report was read out by the Clerk


b)  PCSO's Report was read out by the Clerk


c)  Ex Parish Councillor Alan Wood will be presented with an Ashford Borough Council Diamond Jubilee Civic Award at St. Mary the Virgin Church Ashford on 25th October 2012.


d)  Cllr Mash informed the meeting that Stepping Stones are hoping to move into the mobile classroom at the Primary School shortly.

The meeting closed at 22.25hrs

For inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney 

Community Warden & PCSO's reports

Alan Wood's presentation of a Civic Award

