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Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council  

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on  

Monday 10th March 2025 at 7.45pm 

 Present:  Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. M. Morgan; Cllr. G. Pask; 
Cllr. P. Teal Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. G. Woods; District Cllr. Read. 
Two members of the public were present. 

 

1  Apologies. 
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr. Allum, Cllr. Southgate, Cllr. 
Spours, Cllr. Windmill and Mrs. Pratt, the Clerk. 

 

2  Declarations of Interest.  

2.1  Register of Interests. 
There were no changes to the register of interests.   

 
 

2.2  Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items. 
Cllr. Woods declared an interest in planning application 25/00243/CERTE for Red Hill 
House. 

 

3  Public Session. 
No matters were raised during the public session. 

 

4  Minutes of meeting of BPC on the 10th February 2025. 
The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 10th February 2025 were approved as 
an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed by the Chairman. 

 

5  Chair’s Report.  

5.1  Sponsored Tennis Event for Family in Uganda. 
Despite efforts to contact the person carrying out the sponsored event, there has been no 
response, so no further action will be taken. 

 
 

5.2  Cold Ash PC Meeting. 
Cllr. Dickens reported that he is going to attend a meeting of Cold Ash PC to discuss 
traffic issues with the NE Thatcham development and developments which have been 
added to their parish. 

 

6  Clerk’s Report.  

6.1  Common Clearing – Saturday 29th March at 2pm. 
The schedule and arrangements for Common Clearing were discussed. 

 
 

6.2  Defibrillator Training. 
Plans are in place to run a defibrillator training session for a maximum of 12 people on 
Thursday 24th April, after the coffee morning in the Memorial Hall. Confirmation is 
awaited from the South Central Ambulance Service Charity who provide the training. 

 
 
 

6.3  Emptying Dog bins. 
BPC is responsible for three dog bins, two on the meadows and one at the Memorial Hall.  
Two different contractors have been used to empty the bins.  It was agreed that Tactical 
Facilities Management Services would be used to empty all three of the bins from the 1st 
April. 
Cllr. Willet reported that there is also a dog bin at the Victory Room which is not emptied 
regularly. Note this bin is managed by WBC and emptied by their contractor. 

 
 

 
 

HP 

6.4  Broad Lane Bus Shelter Repairs. 
It was agreed to accept the quote for £85 plus VAT to replace the Perspex (using the 
original Perspex) in the bus shelter in Broad Lane. 

 
 

HP 

7  Planning.  

7.1  Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:  

7.1.1  25/00297/FUL – Staff accommodation, Bucklebury Farm Park.  
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Section 73 application to vary the wording of condition 3 (Permitted Use Class) of 
approved 23/01803/FUL – Change of use of an existing Log Cabin at Bucklebury Farm to 
allow a flexible use of space for farm workers dwelling, office space, meeting room 
workshop and studio – class C3, E(c), E(d) and E(g). 
This application is to enable a day care nursery for up to 24 children to run from the log 
cabin at Bucklebury Farm between 7am and 8pm.  Whilst this commercial venture would 
be located in an unsustainable location, there is a lack of suitable locations in sustainable 
locations.  Whilst the hours were considered to be long, the road and traffic provision 
were considered to be adequate. 
There was a discussion about the potential access issues to the facilities due to vehicles 
using the entry track used by pedestrians accessing the Farm and the public footpath 
BUCK 154/1. 
It was agreed that BPC has no objection to this application, but would comment on the 
vehicle access issues. 

7.1.2  25/00271/HOUSE – Kings Copse House, Southend. 
Log drying store extensions to existing biomass boiler building. 
BPC has no objection to this application subject to the development being used solely as 
a wood store and workshop, and not being converted. 

 

7.1.3  25/00292/HOUSE – Cadby House, Long Grove. 
2 storey side extension and garage conversion into habitable space.  Side extension to 
include double garage and rear entry lobby on ground floor and store area above the 
garage. 
BPC has no objection to this application. 

 

7.1.4  25/00243/CERTE – Red Hill House, Briff Lane. 
Continued use of land as garden land. 
BPC has no objection to this application. 

 

7.2  Planning Decisions made by WBC:  

7.2.1  24/02210/FUL – Ganbridge, Briff Lane. 
Erection of replacement two-storey dwelling and detached garage following the 
demolition of an existing bungalow.   
Amended plans were received removing the detached garage from the application. 
BPC objected to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

7.2.2  24/02465/HOUSE – Shepherds Heath, Chapel Row. 
Erection of 1 ½ storey side extension, upward side extension and new front porch; with 
associated internal and external alterations. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

7.2.3  24/02664/FUL – Bucklebury House. 
Construction of Machinery Store and Estate Office. 
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC. 

 

7.3  Adjacent Parish Applications. 
There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary. 

 

7.4  Update on the Local Plan. 
The response from the Planning Inspector is awaited following the latest round of 
consultation.  Letters submitted to the Inspector can now be viewed on-line. 

 

7.5  Enforcement.  

7.5.1  Land to the West of Thatchers. 
No response has been received from WBC on the enforcement request on land to the west 
of Thatchers.  WBC has responded since the meeting. 

 
 

7.5.2  Poachers Paddock, Long Grove. 
WBC has considered the buildings at Poachers Paddock (on the left at the southern end of 
Long Grove) and determined that they don’t require enforcement. 
 

 



 

Signed . . . . . . . . . .                                                                          Date . . . . . . . . . .  
   2025/17 

8  District Councillor’s Report.  

8.1  Internet Services. 
District Cllr. Read asked that if any parishioners are having issues with Wifi or internet 
provision, they be put in contact with him because Berkshire Digital Infrastructure Group 
(DIG) are currently running a consultation. 

 

8.2  Green Initiatives. 
Padworth recycling centre is holding a weekend in March where soil conditioner can be 
collected free by West Berkshire residents. 
Free compost bin liners can be collected from libraries and West Berkshire Council 
offices (whilst stocks last).  It is hoped this will encourage use of the libraries.  Free 
library membership can also be used to access on-line digital subscriptions services for 
newspapers and publications.  

 

9  Finances.  

9.1  Payments to be authorised by Councillors: 

Andrew Black Consulting £2,970.00 Response to the main modifications 
in the Local Plan. 

Bibby Commercial Finance Ltd £353.36 Installation of the Peaches notice 
board, cleaning of the bus shelter 
and February bin emptying. 

Masons Trees and Woodland Ltd £7,200.00 Tree work in the meadows. 
The Alpha Xperience £435.00 900 copies of The Oaks. 
Expenses for play park, annual 
assembly, speed intervention work 
and Cemetery Carols: 

 
 

£217.22 

 

Salary, HMRC, pension 
contributions and expenses. 

 
£1,458.58 

Expenses include 
buckleburyparish.org, and four sets 
of defibrillator pads. 

   

 

9.2  To review current balances.  

 Lloyds Current Account balance after all 
cheques cleared and lodgements received:  

 
£13,202.91 

 

 Lloyds Current Account: £20,191.45 20th February 2025  

 Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: £33,078.38 20th February2025  

 Scottish Widows Reserve Account: £33,313.35 8th April 2024  

 Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: £4,658.72 8th April 2024  

10  Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.  

10.1  Pump Track. 
Cllr. Teal reported some sections of the pump track are in poor condition and will 
deteriorate further if we have poor weather.  Repairs, costing approximately £1,000 only 
last approximately six months. 
In the long term it will be more cost effective to tarmac the surface than make repairs to 
the surface on a regular basis.  A quote, which has now expired, has been obtained to lay 
a tarmac surface.  Possible funding options need to be explored including the possibility 
of match funding.  District Cllr. Read mentioned a possible round of CIL funding 
available in September. 

 
 
 
 
PT 
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11  Meadows. 
Masons Tree and Woodland Management have carried out most of the agreed work in the 
Meadows to a very high standard.  There is still a little more chipping to do, which will 
be combined with some private work being carried out for a Morton’s Lane resident 
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shortly.  Permission, from WBC, to remove the ash tree at the northern end of the small 
meadow is still awaited. 
A working party was held to distribute wood chippings around the muddy areas by the 
gates and on well walked routes, and to remove some exposed barbed wire.  Councillors 
who helped or bought refreshments were thanked for their work.  Three parishioners 
helped to spread the chippings. 
Cllr. Pask is obtaining a quote for fence posts to support the stock fencing between the 
two meadows, the existing fence posts have largely rotted off.  There was a discussion 
about marking the East and West boundaries with marker posts. 
Cllr. Pask proposed that the north west corner of the large meadow, under the limbs of the 
oak tree with the split at Orchard Gate, be fenced off for safety reasons. 
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12  Cemetery. 
There was a discussion about the possibility of Summer Concerts in the Chapel.  
Concerns were aired about the lack of space and considerations for the environment.  
Whilst Cemetery Carols was felt to be a considerate use of the venue there were doubts 
whether this would apply to a summer event.  More information would be needed on 
possible events to reach a conclusive decision. 

 

13  Highways.  

13.1  Grit bins. 
Grit bins have been refilled where necessary with the exception of the Briff Lane/Turners 
Green bin which needs about four bags of grit.  This will leave nine bags remaining. 

 
 

DS 

13.2  Speed Indicator Device (SID). 
The small team of volunteers has continued to deploy SID on a daily basis throughout the 
Parish.  To date 881,000 vehicle movements have been recorded. 

 

13.3  Permanent SIDs. 
BPC is waiting for WBC to produce a policy on permanent SIDs and Vehicle Activated 
Sign (VAS) replacement, before any further progress can be made in this area.  The need 
for the policy has been raised at the Community Forum and they have been asked to 
expedite its development. 

 
 

 

13.4  20mph Zone in Bucklebury Village. 
It is possible a 20mph zone may be included in the upcoming WBC reviews as the normal 
speed limit in the village is about 20mph. 

 

13.5  Community Speed Watch (CSW). 
Thames Valley Police (TVP) have now agreed all of the BPC requested monitoring sites.  
Cllr. Southgate will organise some CSW hours when he returns from holiday. 
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14  Environment.  

14.1  Sustainable Bucklebury. 
Cllr. Loader asked if BPC could provide funding for meetings and will give my specific 
funding requirements for a repair café. 
He asked that councillors help inform the community about the opportunities to volunteer 
to help manage and support the planned projects. 
The next meeting will be on the 29th April in the Oak Room and will include a talk from 
plastic free Newbury and Thatcham.   

 

14.1.1  Wildflower seed distribution. 
There are plans to distribute wildflower seed to residents and local schools during May.  
Seeds may be provided by Bucklebury Farm Park and will be distributed in a small 
envelope with planting information. 

 

14.1.2  Community Orchard. 
Residents have raised concerns about a Community Orchard (due to a previous fire at the 
location, security and anti-social behaviour) in the small meadow by the Cottage Inn.  
Several funding opportunities have been identified. 
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14.1.3  Repair Café. 
Cllr. Southgate reported that he is now on the Newbury and Thatcham Repair Café 
(N&TRC) organising committee.  If there is a desire for such a facility in Bucklebury, he 
suggests those interested should attend the N&TRC to see how it operates.  An alternative 
may be to merge with another repair café group. 

 

14.2  Works on the Common. 
Cllr. Teal expressed concerns about the large volume of brash which has been left 
covering the ground and therefore blocking light from the ground. 
There was a discussion about the large ruts making some public rights of way 
inaccessible and unofficial tracks impassable. 
The new open areas of the common have many potential entry points for 4x4 vehicles. 
A member of the public has raised concerns about the lack of communication, 
particularly on the extent of the work and completion dates. 
It was agreed that Cllr. Dickens would ask Bucklebury Estate for an explanation and plan 
for the restoration work.  This point will also be raised at the Common Interest Group 
meeting on the 31st March. 
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14.3  VE – Day 80 event (Thursday 8th May). 
Cllr. Woods reported that there are plans for music and bands.  The Blackbird café and 
the Bladebone will be open.  Beer and cider will be available.  Fish and chips will be 
available from a van and possibilities of a second food van are being explored. 
Traditional games will be available. 
If there are more than 500 people at any one time, the event will require a Safety 
Advisory Group application.  Cllr. Woods will explore this. 
An official first aider is needed to cover the event and more volunteers are needed. 
Metal posts for temporary fencing are required.  District Cllr. Read is checking if he has 
something suitable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GW 
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14.4  Memorial Hall. 
Over the weekend of the 22nd March, work will begin on repairing the entrance to the 
Memorial Hall carpark.  Once that is complete, a disabled access path, leading from the 
entrance to the Hall will be installed.  The car park will remain open whilst work is taking 
place, but users are asked not to park in the area near the clothing collection bin during 
the works. 
Work on the disabled toilet refurbishment will begin on the 14th April.  The work is 
expected to last just over a week and no new bookings will be taken during that period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15  Correspondence.  

15.1  History Group Insurance. 
Bucklebury History Group has requested funds to pay for a years’ insurance.  It was 
questioned whether other groups would have similar needs and also come to BPC for 
support. 
It was agreed that more research was needed about whether groups could seek joint 
insurance cover. 

 

15.2  Bucklebury Tennis Club. 
Bucklebury Tennis Club would like a grant to assist with coaching sessions for up to 22 
young people.  Funding of up to £500 was approved. 

 

16  Round Table Comments.  

16.1  New Path Parallel to Burdens Heath. 
Cllr. Teal reported that the new path installed by Bucklebury Estate parallel to Burdens 
Heath has exposed roots coming through that are trip hazards and said parts of the path 
need additional coverage.  It was reported that councillors have seen that the path is 
already well used by residents and visitors and there has been positive feedback on the 
new path. 
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16.2  Permissive Path from Bucklebury Village to Briff Lane. 
Cllr. Willet asked if there was an update on this path. 

 

16.3  Litter at Bucklebury Ford. 
Cllr. Woods commented that there has been littering at Bucklebury Ford and suggested 
the installation of a litter bin to keep the area tidy. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9.40pm. 
Date of next meetings: 
BPC meeting: Monday 14th April at 7.45pm – The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall. 


