A.G.M.   11TH NOVEMBER, 2023
COMPETITIONS SECRETARY REPORT - CHARMIAN PEARCE
	This time last year we were getting ready for the ’23 season, and I could not have anticipated the season to come.
As Competition Secretary we had a good number of entries in, although I would like to see more, but comparing ourselves with other counties we are doing quite well.  We had new names from some clubs, and clubs which had not entered for a while had put entries in. (great stuff)
We had fairly good weather, and everything was played out well. The Semi finals stages started to give me a headache, when Junior players were in   Junior and Adults events.
Leamington was a pleasure to see new talent,  and  I was extremely proud of our young players, who went on to Leamington, and flew our Somerset flag .
We ended up with Stef Branfield winning the ladies 4 wood singles, Laura Holden Winning the ladies 2 wood singles, Oli Collins winning the Junior singles, and although Bowls England competitions  Anthony Page winning the Disability men’s Singles, and Chris and Nick Pearce losing by 1 to get to the finals of the Family Pairs.
When we played our County finals at Ilminster, it was another great day.
Brad Cox  from Knowle ,beating Oli  Collins in the Junior singles, both very talented young men, Stef beating Olivia Starr in the Ladies singles.
The Beginners trophies were a success too, with Lucas Powell (14) (Congresbury) winning the men’s and Cory Rendell (Watchet) runner up, and the ladies was won by Karen Robinson (South Petherton) and Chloe Holmes runner up ( age 14) (Norwest). This gave our new bowlers experience in playing in highly competitive games.
So on to 2024 and new plans for putting your entries online.
· We will be bringing 2024 to a new level, with Entries being placed on the web direct, thanks to Bob Dickie, and the money for entries will go straight to our Treasurer by direct payment.
· Individuals will be able to put on their own entries; this will take a lot of work off Secretaries. (And me)!
· Secretaries, will be able to put on entries for their Club County Team games, and Leagues.
On placing your entry it will be the same as placing orders on line, with a shopping basket, and total for you to pay, so I will not need to balance payments and go to the Bank, to pay in numerous cheques.
If any competitor has difficulty, by not having a smart phone, or computer, I suggest their secretary will help.
Entries are coming in and going very well, with apx 50 entries already received. We have been able to start the entries for 2024, and once we get to the cut off date of 31st January ’24, we should be ready to do the draw, and put this on the Onedrive, which will be ready for competitors to see on the web.
I have also been able to create, with Bob, our webmaster the Diary for 2024.All dates for matches and competitions etc will be in a new format, which will be in the dropdown (yet to be named)			
				******************
· My next change will be to have another finals day for Juniors. This year was chaotic to say the least with juniors in semi/ finals, and well as other National Competitions. (Fraser Ham in 6, Olivia Starr in 5, Oli Collins, Imogen and the list goes on.
Stef and Laura, and James Amery were also in several finals.
We cannot expect players to play more than 3 finals in 1 day. Therefore I propose we can use other clubs, (South Petherton, for 2024,) which have plenty of parking, and very good facilities.
The Turnbull Cup Semi and finals will be played on September 7th at Clarence Park, WSM. at 10.30 and 2.30.
The Wedmore Plate Semi and finals will be played at Ashcombe Park WSM  on 14th Sept, at 10.30 and 2.30.
May I thank all the clubs who offered their greens, the SBA could not hold these events without the clubs, and all the members of the club for their hospitality, and hard work.
Finals Day is at Clevedon BC. and County Finals at Clevedon BC, and may I wish our new Presidents Sandra Graham & Dave Harding a great year.
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