MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 8 November 2004 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Miss. M. I. Rothwell (Chairman) – Presiding

 



Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle, Mr. W. M. Caswell, Mr. G. A. Haswell. 

Mr. M. D. Hatley, Mr. J. A. Jones.  Mr. A. J. Knight (to 19.40), 
Mr. W. H. Line, Mr. B. W. Nanson, Miss K. J. Rice, 

Mr. G. C. A. Roads.

IN ATTENDANCE

3 Parishioners

1053
Apologies for Absence

All Members of the Council were present
1054
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 September 2004, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.
1055
Matters Arising from the Minutes
1055.1
Speed Limits – A3090

The Clerk reported that nothing further had been heard from the Highway Engineers despite a reminder sent a week ago. It was agreed that a strong letter should be sent concerning the revised gateway signing and the pedestrian refuges. The Engineers and the County Councillor to be invited to the January 2005 Meeting to give a full explanation of progress or otherwise.  
1055.2
Village Shop
The Clerk had no further information
1055.3 Morleys Lane

The work by Hilliers to tarmac Morleys Lane had been completed since the last meeting. The major part from the grid outside the Village Hall towards Morleys and to the end of the Lane had been completed. The entrance to the Lane had also received a layer of tarmac, which hopefully would stop material migration onto the footway and A. 3090. The question of laying tarmac on the small remaining part of the Lane would need to be discussed in due course – with the Village Hall Committee amongst others.

1055.4 Footways – A3090

It was noted that a hedge near to the Golf Club was now overhanging the footway – with brambles at eye level. The Clerk would refer this problem to the Highways Department for action.
1055.5
Broadgate Farm Site

It was noted that an informal meeting had been held with the Agents of the Freehold Owners. It was further noted the legal action taken by the Environment Agency had now been referred to Crown Court from the Magistrates Court. In addition, the Fire Brigade was now visiting the site weekly and the Freehold Owners had obtained an injunction against those responsible for the storage of tyres on the site.
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1055.6
Village Plan

The training session for Councillors on planning matters (including a Village Plan) would be held on 22 November 2004. After that session, the Council would then decide on the best way forward. 

1055.7
Closure of TVBC Duttons Road Offices

Mr. Hatley (in his capacity as Borough Councillor and Deputy Leader of the Borough Council) confirmed that the Executive Committee had resolved unanimously not to close the Duttons Road Offices and to continue to work out of two Centres (Andover and Romsey). This was felt the best way to serve the Council Tax Payers and Residents of the Borough.

1055.8
Potters Heron Hotel – renaming

The Clerk referred to his correspondence with the Chief Executive of the Corus Group who, despite being given detailed information on the historic importance of the name “Potters Heron”, refused to change the decision to brand name the Hotel. The Clerk expressed his appreciation to Mrs. Hallett for providing the historical background to the area.  
1056 Public Participation

The three Members of the Public present did not have any specific items to raise. 
1057 Financial Matters

1057.1 Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Caswell, seconded by Mr. Line, that the following Accounts be paid: -  



Ampfield Cricket Club
Grant




500.00  *


J. K. Murray

Salary & Expenses (November)

651.79



Inland Revenue

PAYE




  94.91



Zurich Insurance

Additional premium


  44.23



G. C. A. Roads

Expenses



  18.10



J. K. Murray

Salary (December)


319.63




Inland Revenue

PAYE




  94.91



STVVTS

Grant




200.00  +



St. Mark’s PCC

Grants




408.94



M. D. Hatley

Re-imbursed expenses


125.00



Audit Commission
Audit Fee 2003/2004


650.00  *



G. A. Haswell

Expenses



  10.35  *
*   paid between meetings

+   Mr. Hatley declared an interest in this item as Chairman of Dial-a-Ride. He took no part in the debate and did not vote thereon

1057.2
2003/2004 Accounts

The Clerk reported that the 2003/2004 Accounts had now been signed off by the External Auditor (District Audit) without comment. The Statutory Notices had been posted on Notice Boards on 3 November 2004
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1057.3 Risk Assessment

Mr. Roads reported that the draft Tender Documentation was almost ready to go out to the selected Invitees. It was agreed to notify the Vicar of the work that was about to take place.

Mr. Roads was working on a system of inspection of the Wood and the recording mechanism.

1057.4 Ampfield Village Hall

There had been no requests for financial assistance at this time – though it was understood that projects in the pipeline included (a) a sound system (b) a new cooker for the kitchen and (c) re-decoration of the Hall. 
1057.5 Financial Regulations

The Chairman and the Clerk (as Responsible Financial Officer) signed the revised Financial Regulations agreed at the September Meeting.  

1057.6 Clerk’s Salary

Mr. Knight (Chairman of the Finance Committee) referred to Minute F. 203 of the Meeting of the Finance Committee held on 28 October 2004. The Committee were recommending that the Clerk’s Salary should be increased by 5% to £5200 p.a. with effect from 1 April 2005. The Committee had taken a number of factors into account in arriving at this recommendation including inflation, extra responsibilities and comparative salaries paid to other Clerks. The recommendation was accepted.  
1057.7 New Bus Shelters

There were requests for new shelters at Green Pond Lane, Baddesley Road and Potters Heron. The Finance Committee had made provision in the 2005/2006 Budgets for one new shelter (subject to grants). A decision on which one would be made later. 
1057.8 Ampfield Website

The Clerk reported on the progress made so far of updating the website being undertaken by Nick Warren. 
1057.9 Remembrance Sunday
The Chairman confirmed that she would be attending the Service at the War Memorial and would lay a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.

1058 Annual Budgets and Precept for 2005/2006

The Chairman of the Finance Committee presented the Report of the Committee following the Meeting on 28 October 2004. The following recommendations were agreed:-
1058.1
Grant Applications:

The recommendations contained within Minute F. 200 relating to payment of grants in 2004/2005 were approved.

(Mr. Hatley declared an interest in the item relating to STVVTS and took no part in the debate and did not vote)
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1058.2
Budget and Precept for 2005/2006

The Council confirmed the recommendation of the Finance Committee to levy a Precept of £34,500 in 2005/2006. This was a reduction of 1.5% on the current year and with inflation taken into account was almost 5%. 

1059
Ampfield Recreation Ground
1059.1 Progress Report
The Chairman of the Management Committee (Mr. Caswell) presented a detailed written report on current matters including a Meeting with Planning Officers from Test Valley Borough Council about the new Pavilion and associated works. 
1059.2 Cricket Club Management Plan & Grants
The Clerk reported that a grant of £500 had been released to the Cricket Club. The remaining grant of £250 would be held in abeyance for the time being.
1059.3 Grass Cutting 
The Clerk reported that he was still waiting for a price for grass cutting from the Golf Club for the 2005 season.
1059.4 Future Recreational Uses

The Chairman of the Management Committee asked for any ideas from Parishioners. It was noted that Test Valley Borough Council’s mobile skate ramp would not now be coming, as Test Valley felt the site was unsuitable for a skate ramp.

1059.5 Groundsman

The need for a Groundsman to assist with keeping the Recreation Ground tidy was becoming more urgent. This work could also be combined with work in Chapel Wood and the War Memorial Garden.  A small advertisement had been placed in the Ampfield Messenger but without result. The matter would be considered again at the January 2005 Meeting.
1060 Borough Local Plan

The Chairman reported that following a request from the Hillier Arboretum a letter had been written to the Inspector expressing concerns about the impact that Ganger Farm and Abbotswood could have on the Arboretum. The letter had been returned by the Inspector, as he was not prepared to take new submissions (unless a submission had already been made) after the Public Inquiry had started.  
1061 New Obligations on Parish Councils

1061.1 Quality Parish Councils

Nothing further to report 
1061.2 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.
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1062 General Correspondence

1062.1 HAPTC Circulars

Mail 069-04
Major Boost for Broadband Users in Hampshire

Mail 071-04
Briefing on the New Planning System

Mail 072-04
Members Allowances

Mail 073-04
Draft South East Plan

Mail 074-04
Quality Parish Roadshows

Mail 075-04 
Model Code of Conduct for Local Government Employees (by email)



Training of Clerks (by email)

1062.2 Other Correspondence

(a) Hampshire County Council
A36 Roadworks (From Atkins Highways and Transportation)

Retirement of John Mursell

Appointment of Andrew Milne

Test Valley Area Committee – 16 November 2004.

Doorstep Crime Initiative: Warning & Advice Network

Information Centre News – Autumn 2004.

(b) Other Correspondence

Action News – October 2004 Number 53

Action News – November 2004 Number 54

Community Action Hampshire – AGM 24 November 2004.

Environment Agency – Additions to Main River

ODPM – New Ethical Framework Regulations

DEFRA – Clean Neighbourhoods

Countryside Agency – conclusive map of registered common land etc.

HPFA – AGM 22 November 2004.

Romsey & District Carers Forum AGM 10 November 2004.

CAfE – seminar “Making it Happen”

HIV/AIDS Seminar – 5 December 2004.

Licence Changes – Corus Hotel

Licence Changes – White Horse Public House 

1063 Reports

1063.1 Planning Committee

Meeting 1 October 2004.

TPO.TVBC.00693/2
23 Beechwood Crescent

TPO.00025/12

Parkwood, Straight Mile

TVS.06611/4

Meadowbrook House, Knapp Lane

TPO.TVBC.00691/7
24 Beechwood Close

Meeting 18 October 2004.

TVS.06767/3

The Beeches, Straight Mile

TVS.08062/2

Amberley, 24 Beechwood Crescent.

Correspondence

Proposed H3G Base Station at Potters Heron, A3090 Ratlake

Planning Aid South

South East Plan – Update Number 4 – September 2004.

Planning Appeal TPO.TVBC.689 (1) (2003) Birchwood, Hook Crescent
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1063.2 Finance Committee

All items had been covered in Minutes 1057.6; 1057.7 and 1058 above
1063.3 Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwistle reported on the continuing problem of horses using the footpaths in Ampfield Wood.  Barriers to prevent such usage had either been removed or loosened to such an extent they could be easily moved to allow access. She was in contact with the Rights of Way Office over this problem.

Mrs. Birtwistle updated the meeting on seminars she had attended recently and hopes to attend another on 16 November at Upham Village Hall. 
1063.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

Mr. Haswell had attended the Meeting of the Association on 4 November and gave a report on the major points of interest.
1063.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report

1063.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

Nothing to report
1063.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

1063.8 C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report

1063.9 Village Hall Liaison

It was noted that the new Lease, finally, was being progressed giving a period of 99 years from 2004. 
1063.10 Tree Warden


Nothing to report – though there were rumours that Test Valley Borough Council might well re-institute the Tree Warden Scheme in 2005.
1063.11 School Governor

Mr. Jones reported on the current situation. Closure Notices had now been posted. However, a concerted campaign was now under way to overturn the decision made by the Portfolio Holder for Education at Hampshire County Council against the democratic vote of the Executive. Details of who to write to would be circulated and everyone with an interest in the School’s future survival was to be encouraged to write.
Mr. Hatley confirmed that Test Valley Borough Council had registered its objection to the closure notice.
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1064 Highway Matters

1064.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

(a) Knapp Lane

The Clerk was still in discussion with the Chief Engineer over various issues in Knapp Lane including flooding, ditching works, foul water and white lining. 
1064.2 New Items to be raised

Nothing further at this time

1065 Test Valley Borough Council Items

1065.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

Mr. Hatley reported on the following issues:-

· The Borough Council had objected to the closure of Ampfield School
· Duttons Road Offices would remain open and the Council would continue to operate from two centres as this was seen as the best way of serving the residents of the Borough.

· The problems of accidents at the railway bridge at Greatbridge, Romsey and the continuing delays of the pedestrian bridge at Flexford

· The green bag scheme for garden refuse seems to be a success
1065.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Parish Council Vacancies
· Community Development Event – 13 November 2004.

· Two Minute Silence Campaign

1065.3 Tree Preservation Orders

The following TPO has been received:-

· TVBC.686 (2003) – 2 -36 Hocombe Wood Road
1066 Chapel Wood
1066.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

There had been no formal meetings
1066.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing – the next Working Party would be concentrating on the Burial Ground  

1066.3 Burial Ground

Nothing further to report. 
1066.4 Other Matters

It was agreed to inform the Vicar of the Risk Assessment work that would be carried out shortly in Chapel Wood. .
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1067 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 10 January 2005 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m.
1068
Closure

The Meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.
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