Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council  held on
Wednesday 12 May 2021 at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

Following the election of Councillor Mrs Haddow to the Chair of Shilbottle Parish Council , the Clerk  stated he would hand over the meeting to her following the Councillors’ declarations.
Present: Councillor Mrs Haddow – chair, Councillors Aitchison, Elliott, Huggins, Councillors Mrs  Douglas, Hood, Lewis.
Also present, the Clerk Daniel Metcalf
The Clerk issued Councillors with their declaration packs and asked the Chair and Councillors in turn to make their declarations of office.
Councillor Mrs Haddow welcomed everyone to the meeting and on behalf of the Council thanked our retiring caretaker and greenkeeper, Clive Richardson for his sterling work over the past years. She presented him with a gift and said he will be sorely missed.
She welcomed Councillor Mrs Douglas as our new Councillor, and thanked our retiring Councillors Paul Burns and Tom Scott for their superb service and looked forward to seeing them at the next meeting when Councillors will voice their gratitude for their service.
There were no apologies for absence.
There were no declarations of interest.
Minutes of April 2021 meeting were approved unanimously.
Feedback  from  April 2021 was covered under Agenda items

Correspondence  -
· Correspondence re cemetery with undertakers- new owners Alistair Turner
· NCC  elections. Councillor Trevor Thorne had been re-elected as our County Councillor. We wish him well in his new term of office.
· Details of new Councillors had been placed on the Notice Board. Seven Councillors have been appointed and there are vacancies for three to fulfil our full complement of 10 Councillors
· Emails to and from Katie Gerrard, Northumbria Police stating there were no problems in Shilbottle. Mrs Haddow had emailed back requesting further information on the large police presence in Lee Avenue last week.
· Letter from Northumberland Estates re increase in play area rent.
· Email from NCC stating bus shelter has at last has approval. Councillors agreed on suggestion for brick retaining wall.

Finance: The following accounts  for March were approved
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
· Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 						£120.00
· Alastair Kidd – repairs								£75.00
· Alastair Kidd – grass cutting							£905.00 
· Councillor Mrs Haddow – postage/inks/printer				£133.11
· Councillor Mrs Haddow – leaving gift for caretaker ( chair’s fund )		£107.30
· NALC	- renewal								£360.49
· Greaves Grindle – PAYE							£96.00
· Zurich – insurance								£518.11
· Shilbottle Village Forum – cemetery work					£80.00
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery fees   ( will)					£50.00
· Shilbottle Primary School – printing						£39.00
· HMRC										£355.51

Incoming
Cemetery fees ( crom/will/mil )						£625.00

Planning
Planning permission was granted for work at 10 North Side.
·  Finance Committee  - At the Annual General Meeting, all Councillors were given a full and clear set of accounts listing all transactions, cheque numbers and clearance date. Accounts were accepted by Councillors as an accurate account of the Councils finances for 2020 – 2021.
 Members of Committee FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 2021 – 2022 are :                  Councillors Mrs Haddow, Lewis, and Douglas
·  Feedback on play areas - 			 Councillor Huggins to continue liaising       with Alastair Kidd.  He will ask him to treat as urgent the state of the wood at the Welfare play park.  It was agreed to discuss at the next meeting the removal of the zip wire.
Members with responsibility for play areas for 2021 – 2022  are: 
Councillors Mrs Hood and Councillor Huggins.



· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/Mrs Haddow. Mrs Haddow has continued to liaise with Councillor Thorne. Update on drains over Hampeth and dropped kerbs in Shilbottle and speeding at Longdyke. Councillor Thorne will follow these up. 

· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Hood/Aitchison.  
· Report from Katy Gerrard. Now that Lock down is easing Katy is hopeful that there will be attendance at some of our meetings.

· Cemetery 		 Feed back on meeting with NCC  on taking over role of supervision of cemetery.  Council agreed co-option of former Councillor Burns for plans for new cemetery.  Councillors on cemetery committee for 2021 – 2022 are :  Councillors Mrs Haddow, Douglas, Hood, Lewis and Councillor Elliott.                                                                   Councillor Elliott asked the Clerk if he could ascertain the ownership of the path leading to the cemetery as it needs new chippings.

· Bus Shelter		Councillors Mrs Robertson/Mrs Haddow. Progress has at last been made and hopefully work will commence in near future.

· Dog Fouling / Litter				All Councillors for designated areas. Councillor Mrs Lewis to monitor and request posters from NCC.

· Homes for Northumberland                             Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison had nothing to report.

· Risk Assessment				Councillors Aitchison and Elliott will give a report on any problems at each meeting.




Co-option of 3 Councillors to maintain our 10 Councillors on the Parish Council.
Three people had shown an interest in becoming Councillors – Leonie Taylor, Brendan Storey,  and Sheila Robertson.
Councillor Mrs Hood gave a supporting statement for Leonie Taylor, Councillor Mrs Haddow gave a statement for Brendan Storey and explained that Sheila Robertson could not get her papers in before the due date as she had a bereavement.  Councillors voted unanimously to co-opt the above. The Clerk would write to each person before the next meeting.
The Chair explained that as there had just been an election and insufficient applications had been received, there was no need for the Council to advertise for co-opted members. She quoted the SECTION 39 ( 4 ) Representation of the People Act 1983 section 21 ( 2 ) 1985.
Date of next meeting was confirmed in accordance with recommendations made at the Annual General Meeting to be the second Wednesday of every month except August – when the Council is on its annual break. Therefore,  the date of the next meeting will be 9 June 2021 at 6.30 p.m. in The Haven Community Room.

Daniel Metcalf, Clerk to Shilbottle Parish Council.
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