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	23 February 2018


Dear Town/Parish Clerk,
Adopted Neighbourhood Plan

I write as you are one of the four locations within Newark and Sherwood which have now an adopted a Neighbourhood Plan. Whilst I am mindful that the District Council must still make planning decisions based on legal frameworks, caselaw, and judgements, the Planning Committee and I are keen to ensure that hard work invested in Neighbourhood Planning is given the importance it requires (in that it is part of the Development Plan) and deserves to be given appropriate weight alongside other Development Plan policies as part of the decision-making process. I say this genuinely, even noting that you disagree with some decision-making (by Officers and the Planning Committee) which has taken place post the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The format of our Planning reports has been amended slightly in order to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan is offered some primacy to a reader. I have attached an extract below by way of example. Additionally, each report will now address Neighbourhood Plan Policies first where possible. I say where possible, not by means of a get-out, but rather to cover instances where a report may need to cover national policy first as an over-arching introduction. 

I consider that you can also greatly assist in the process of ensuring that Parish and Town Council comments on the conformity or otherwise of a planning proposal with a Neighbourhood Plan are properly raised. I therefore ask that when making comments on a planning application your Council, through the clerk, explicitly states which policies of a Neighbourhood Plan are not adhered (or vice versa) to by development proposals. This will ensure that Officers and the Planning Committee explicitly debate and address each point. 

FORMAT/EXTRACT FROM TEMPLATE PLANNING COMMITTEE/OFFICER REPORT
(The following paragraphs will be first in the appraisal section alongside the other Development Plan policy considerations with the relevant sections of the NPPF following on)

‘The NPPG acknowledges that Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area, thus providing a powerful set of tools for local people to ensure that they get the right types of development for their community where the ambition of the neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and priorities of the wider local area.

Following public consultation and independent examination, at its council meeting on (DATE TO BE INSERTED) Newark and Sherwood District Council adopted the (NAME TO BE INSERTED) Neighbourhood Plan.  The Neighbourhood Plan now forms part of the development plan for the district and its policies are a material consideration alongside other policies in the development plan and carry weight in the determination of planning applications in (NAME TO BE INSERTED). In this instance the most relevant policies in the Neighbourhood Plan are listed above and are considered against the relevant aspects of the proposal in the assessment below.’
I trust this letter is of assistance.

Kind regards
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Matthew Lamb

Business Manager – Growth and Regeneration
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