BARDON MILL PARISH COUNCIL

APPROVED MINUTES  Meeting on Tuesday 11th May 2021

Present 

19.20
Cllr S Furlong, Cllr V Furlong, Cllr M Nixon, Cllr G Gill, Cllr M Robson, Cllr G Walton

County Cllr A Sharp                                                             Clerk: Susan Saunders

15/21
Apologies for Absence – Cllr J Oliver

Approval was given to the absence of councillors over 6 months due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                           Seconded Cllr M Nixon                                    Approved

16/21
Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman

Chair: Cllr S Furlong was nominated and accepted. He signed his declaration of acceptance.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                           Seconded Cllr M Nixon                                           Approved

Vice-Chair: Cllr G Gill was nominated and accepted.

Proposed Cllr G Walton                           Seconded Cllr M Robson                                  Approved

17/21
Clerk’s Financial report – the report was noted.

18/21
Declaration of Interests

The Chair reminded everyone to declare interests where appropriate.

19/21
Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 19th January 2021

The minutes were approved.

Proposed Cllr M Nixon                       Seconded Cllr V Furlong                               Approved

20/21
Matters Arising from the minutes of 19th January 2020 

Cllr Sharp had circulated an email from NCC which stated that they would not provide a brown sign with amenities to Bardon Mill at The Sill. The email stressed no such agreement had been made with them and Cllr Sharp explained that if the National Park had promised a sign, they were in no position to have done so.

Members were not happy and ask the clerk reply as such.

Proposed Cllr V Furlong                       Seconded Cllr S Furlong                               Approved

21/21
Matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting – no matters

22/21
Public Questions - No Questions 

23/21
Alleged Public Rights of Way Consultation – to consider

1.
Allensgreen

Cllr G Walton declared an Interest and took no part in the discussion or voting.

Members were concerned that in the past there has been sheep rustling in this area resulting in the gates being locked. Should this be turned into a bridleway or restricted byway, the gates would have to be left unlocked. Members would, therefore, prefer that this path remained a footpath.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                       Seconded Cllr M Robson                               Approved

2.
Hot Bank South

Members agreed that the section V-U is too steep for horse drawn vehicles. The eastern route is very soft which could result in the land being cut up by horses and bikes. Members agreed that the path should not be upgraded from a bridleway but should remain a footpath.

Proposed Cllr V Furlong                       Seconded Cllr M Nixon                              Approved

24/21
Planning Applications

For Determination:

A)
For Determination –21/00571 – first floor extension to north elevation – Thorngrafton Farm.

The Council support and request that outside lighting is dark sky friendly.

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                       Seconded Cllr G Walton                              Approved

B)
Determined -   20/04119 – Hazel Hurst, demolition of extension and construction of 2 storey extension   - GRANTED

C)
TPO confirmed  - Land at Hazel Hurst.

25/21
Planning Applications

Northumberland National Park Authority – No plans

26/21
Correspondence received since last meeting – 

•
NCC: Respect Campaign - Live It, Love It, Leave It Unspoilt

•
Library consultation report – online.

•
Request from resident to repair and re-paint the seat between Scroggwood and Westwood which was dedicated to Jean Smith. Propose to pay for paint, materials and allow repainting.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                       Seconded Cllr M Robson                              Approved

•
TVCRP – Newsletters.

•
NNPA – Community fund available.

•
Request from Paul Renshall from WeFibre to discuss roll out plans for Bardon Mill.

Members agreed to invite a representative from i-Northumberland to a meeting, along with Henshaw Parish Council.

•
Emails from Henshaw with regard to Bardon Mill Station and North Powergird -emailed around.

•
Thanks from GNAA, Tyndale Hospice at Home for donations.

•
Email from Jack Bloomer of Tyne Rivers Trust who is happy to meet with members if required.

•
Email re S106 funding – there is nothing available in this area at this time. 

•
Citizen’s Advice request for donation.                                           

27/21
County Councillors Report

Cllr Sharp reported that recycling bins were situated and that seems to have sorted the problem. Hazel Hurst has had TPO on the land.

29/21
A69

Cllr Gill has attended Zoom meetings. Highways England have agreed to fit a barrier along the back of Falcon Grange. NCC have offered to contribute funding towards speed reduction measures if this would assist Highways England to put such measures in place.

30/21
Northumberland National Park Representative 

To approve representative for the hustings.

Pursuant to sections 101(1) and 112(5) of the Local Govt. Act 1972, the Council resolves to appoint a Councillor as an unpaid officer with the delegated power to cast a vote or votes on behalf of the Council in the selection process for parish representatives on the Northumberland National Park Authority. In exercising this power the member shall pay regard to any views on the suitability of candidates expressed by fellow Councillors.

If the member is unable to attend the selection process, then another member is appointed to act as the unpaid officer as set out above.

The nominations are not in yet but once they are, the clerk will circulate to members who can then indicate their preference. Cllr Gill offered to attend should there be a selection process on 8th June 2021

Proposed Cllr S Furlong                       Seconded Cllr M Robson                              Approved

31/21


Reports on Financial Matters

31/21.01 Bank reconciliation, Income & Exp and accounts for payment as at 30th April 2021                                                                                                            

The payments of £748.64 were approved. However, members would still like a playpark meeting and a discussion about expenditure with Henshaw before costs are incurred in the play park.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                       Seconded Cllr M Robson                              Approved

31/21.02 AUDIT REPORT                                                                                              

31/21.02.01 To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor (copy attached) The clerk had to source another auditor at short notice. Mr J Lill kindly volunteered to undertake their audit. Members were impressed with the thoroughness of the report. One of the issues highlighted is that there has not been a review of standing orders recently. The Council will undertake the review at the September meeting.

31/21.02.02To approve the Annual Governance Statement (draft copy attached)

31/21.02.03To approve the draft annual accounts for 2020/2021                      

31/21.02.04To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances (draft copies attached)

31/21.02.05To confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption (draft copy attached)

The AGAR was approved by members.

Proposed Cllr G Gill                       Seconded Cllr G Walton                              Approved

The forms were signed and the dates for inspection set from Monday 14th June until Friday 23rd July. The notices will be put on the website and the notice board.

31/21.03 Insurance – to approve Insurance company and consider insuring the War Memorial.

It was agreed to enter into a one year contract with Zurich Municipal and consider insuring the war memorial next year once costs have been considered.


Proposed Cllr M Robson                       Seconded Cllr S Furlong                              Approved

32/21
Any other relevant business

Members asked if they could have a financial report on The Sill.

33/21
Dates and times of next meeting

Tuesday 14th September 2021 - 7pm Henshaw Church Hall.

The meeting closed at 20.20
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