


DENTON with WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Denton with Wootton Parish Council held at 7pm on 27th January 2020 at Wootton Village Hall

Present:

Cllr Allyn Thomas (Chairman), Cllr Graham Bevan (Vice Chairman), Cllr Robert Akehurst, Cllr Terry Hodges, Cllr Penelope James, Stephanie Woods (Clerk) and Cllr Lymer (KCC)

13 members of the public

1. Chairman’s Opening remarks and Apologies for absence
The chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. No apologies for the meeting were received.

2. Council

There were no new declarations from Councillors for agenda items, Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, other significant interests or voluntary declarations. For previous disclosed declarations please see the minutes from the meeting on 13th November 2019.

Councillor responsibilities was raised and it was agreed that proposal for certain roles for each Councillor should be brought to the next meeting for discussion and agreement. Cllr Bevan volunteered to be the lead Councillor for Highways issues.

3. Confirmation of previous minutes of the last meeting held on 13th November 2019

The minutes were proposed by Cllr James, seconded by Cllr Bevan and agreed by all and the Chairman duly signed them. There were two amendments to figures made by the chairman to the minutes at the meeting for item 11. These we made on the file copy and signed by the chairman.

4. To receive District Councillors’ reports

No reports were received.

5. To receive County Councillors’ reports

The following report was received from Cllr Lymer:

1. Project Empower
I have been involved with Empower which is a care project through the Interreg 2 seas project. The project has been awarded 4 million Euro by the European Regional Development funding..

This project involves 13 partners from the UK, the Netherlands, France and Belgium, it  aims to involve older people in making decisions for their own health and wellbeing and so provided with the right support to enable them to remain in their own homes assisted by their local community.
Empower will address issues facing communities caring for the ageing population by bringing together existing proven solutions and innovative technologies.

2. KCC consultation
KCC has launched a consultation 5 year plan. The draft is based on a survey made over the past six months. The intention is to render the County of Kent a better place for people to reside in.
The consultation runs from 6th January to 17th February 2020.

3. Operation Brock
The 12 mile metal barrier, that extends London bound on the M20 from junction 9 West to junction 8 that forms part of Operation Brock has started to be dismantled. The work started on the 8 January and weather permitting should be completed by 30th January 2020.

4. Fly tipping
The LGA (Local Government Authority) is calling for tougher sentences for fly tipping offences have increased by 50% over the last six years.

5. Information Updates on items from previous meetings

a. Refurbishment of Finger Post 

Cllr Thomas brought one of the three fingers along to show his progress to the meeting. He will keep us updated as this project progresses.

b. Shrubs and trees on the bank opposite Maydekin and running to Little Maydekin, The Street, Denton

Cllr Bevan is due to meet with Kent Highways on 17th February 2020 to discuss this issue and will give an update at the next meeting.

c. Potholes at the village green, Denton:

Due to the current financial position and the difficulty in engaging residents, Cllr Bevan will investigate the most effective way to make the corner safe and will report back at the next meeting.



d. Questionnaire to all residents

This item was deferred to the next meeting.

e. Red BT Box at the Jackdaw Public House

Cllr Bevan is still trying to source the replica telephone for the box and will update with his progress at the next meeting.

f. Broadband Upgrade/Provision

Cllr Thomas gave an update on the progress with this scheme. So far 27 out of 33 businesses and properties in Denton have expressed an interest to join the scheme so far. The scheme has been estimated to cost £79,000 and all costs are expected to be met with the 27 vouchers provided to interested properties/businesses (£80,500). Open Reach, who will be carrying out the works, have estimated it will take 9-12 months to complete. 

A meeting with Cllr Thomas, Cllr Bevan, Cllr Hodges and Cllr James is due to be held in the next few weeks to look at the option of carrying out a similar project for Wootton residents and businesses.

g. Parish Council storage area and archiving of information

The parish council files have now been relocated to Denton Village Hall. This item can be removed from the agenda until the Clerk has investigated the requirements for Data Retention and has an update. 

h. Council laptop

The Chairman and Vice Chairman both signed a letter to the previous locum clerk regarding a voluntary donation of £5 for the old council laptop which is no longer fit for purpose. They also asked that she liaise with the Clerk to ensure the correct removal of any parish council documents still on the laptop.

6. Financial matters: 
a) APPROVE: Expenditure of December 2019 and January 2020
The schedules of payment for December and January were signed by Chairman. There was one payment authorised during this meeting by Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hodges:
· £31.29 to the Clerk for reimbursement of stationary

The following payments have already been authorised and required immediate payment and were reporting at the meeting:
· £500 grant allocation for the WEPG upon completion of grant request forms (21/11/19) authorised online by Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hodges
· £2,327.43 to Dover District Council for costs of the Parish Council election in May 2019 (21/11/19) authorised online by Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hodges
· £394.30 for Clerk Wages (25/11/19) authorised online by Cllr Thomas and Cllr Hodges
· £540.00 to Acrise Electrical Services for remembrance of materials for Denton Village Hall (04/12/19) authorised online by Cllr Hodges and Cllr James
· £445.88 for Clerk wages (23/12/19) authorised online by Cllr James and Cllr Thomas
· £72.00 to KALC for Wed Accessibility Workshop which Clerk attended on 20/01/20 authorised online by Cllr James and Cllr Hodges (08/01/20).
· £434.06 for Clerk wages (24/01/19) authorised online by Cllr Hodges and Cllr Thomas
The current financial position showing all expenditure and predicted expenditure for 2019/20 was circulated and currently the predicted balance at the end of this financial year is expected to be £13,018 although this will change if the Parish Council undertakes more projects.
b) APPROVE: Bank reconciliation for June, July and August 2019: 
Cllr Akehurst checked the bank reconciliations and then signed the bank statements and bank recs for June, July, August, September, October, November and December 2019. Clerk informed the meeting that the final closing bank statement has now been received from RBS, so all bank reconciliations are now up to date.
c).	TO DISCUSS and APPROVE: Precept and budget allocation for 2020-2021:
	As part of the review of all Parish Council expenditure, the Clerk obtained advise from KALC regarding the annual payment to both Village Halls and the Cricket and Recreation Ground.
	KALC advised that Parish Councils have a discretionary power under S19 of the 1976 LG(MP)A to issue grants or donations to Village Halls towards capital expenditure or projects and should not be given towards bills or day to day running costs. It was also clarified that the Parish Council has no duty to provide these grants and each grant should be assessed individually.
To maintain how the relationship is defined legally (2 separate legal entities: a Local Authority and a Charity with mutual respect/help and probability of help but not too close as is dangerous for both organisations) it was recommended that a overhaul of donations/grants to the Village Hall was undertaken asap, with a start date that helped prevent any financial difficulties to the Village Halls and Wootton with Denton Cricket Field and Recreation Ground. Otherwise the Parish Council may be legally exposed, and it is also not best practice.

Following on from this advice, the Parish Council held an internal briefing on 14th January 2020 in order for the Council to fully review this advice and formulate some options moving forward, the ongoing budget and the precept, to take forward for discussion and agreement at this meeting. 

This year has seen some unforeseen unusual expenditure due to the election costs to DDC and additional staffing commitments which has depleted the reserves of the Parish Council. To maintain the current budget position, the Parish Council would need to raise the precept by over 5% which was deemed unacceptable by all councillors.

It was proposed by Cllr Thomas that a grant of up to 75% of the insurance costs for both Village Halls and the Cricket and Recreation Ground was given as a grant in 2020/21 to prevent any financial difficulties due to the insurance renewals being due in the next few months. This will need to be completed with the existing grants application form with supporting information to ensure transparency and an auditable process for Parish Council finances. In future years, the Village Halls are welcome to apply for additional grants but there is no guarantee these will be approved as they will be assessed on an individual basis against an agreed set of criteria. It was also agreed that the Village Halls and Wootton & Denton Cricket Field and Recreation Ground are important assets for our community and the Parish Council should always endeavour to assist them whenever it is possible. This motion was seconded by Cllr Bevan and everyone agreed.
 
Cllr Thomas also proposed that the precept be raised by 2% this year to £12,748 and identified unnecessary expenditure be stopped to ensure financial stability as the Parish Council will only have the agreed levels of reserves in April 2020 and no additional capital for future unforeseen expenditure. This motion was seconded by Cllr Bevan and everyone agreed.
The agreed non-essential expenditure changes to the budget are as follows:
· Cancel annual membership to AWCIRK
· Cancel annual membership to CPRE
· Cancel annual membership to SLCC/ALCC
· Issue a grant to each Village Hall and Cricket and Recreational Ground for up to 75% of insurance costs this year and then assess each grant submitted individually to agreed criteria
· Removal of the provision of a skip for the Annual Village Clean Up Day
· Removal of provision for refreshments for the Annual Assembly 

The DDC precept return form for 2020/21 was signed at the meeting by Cllr Thomas and the Clerk. The Clerk will return it by email to DDC the following day to ensure the deadline of 29th January 2020 is met.
d) Fixed assets register:
The Clerk will update the register once the voluntary donation has been received from the previous locum clerk and it will be circulated and approved at the next meeting.
7. Village Clean Up Day

It was agreed that this year’s Village Clean Up Day be held on Saturday 14th March 2020 between 10am – 12pm to coincide with the Wootton Coffee Morning. Cllr James will produce a poster for the notice boards and speak to DDC to obtain the litter collecting kits and arrange for the bags of litter to be collected from both Denton and Wootton Village halls around 1pm on the day.

8. GDPR & Website Accessibility Regulations – update

The Clerk gave an overview of the Web Accessibility Workshop, run by KALC which was attended on 20th January 2020, which also covered a section on GDPR.

· By 30th September 2020 the Parish Council website should be accessible as is practicable to all users. The Parish Council also needs to produce an Accessibility Statement which details what is not accessible, why and if/when it will be accessible.
· There is a tool available which checks your website and tells you what is accessible or not.
· The Home Office states that website accessibility and the statement should then be reviewed every 6 months.
· The current providers of the Council’s website have offered a new scheme which would be free for the first year and then there will be an annual charge of £695.
· It was also recommended that all content should be in simple language and there is a tool that can grade how easy it is to read.
· Small Parish Councils are not required to have a data controller for GDPR purposes but they are still required to carry out all requirement under GDPR which includes a six monthly review by an independent accessor and all findings and recommendations should be discussed and minuted at a full Council meeting.
· Under FOI requests all information needs to be presented, from all Councillors and the Clerk. The Clerk can not simply say sorry I haven’t got access to that information so provision of access to Councillors’ hardware and emails would need to be provided.,
· The ICO have provided a tool on their website specifically for Parish Councils to check their GDPR compliance. The Clerk will review this and report the findings back to the next meeting.

9. Planning Applications and tree works: new applications, planning decisions by DDC, planning enforcement, and any other planning matters

a)  New Planning Applications (since last meeting)

i.	19/01366: Gibbletore Cottage, Dumbrill Hill, Wootton, CT4 6RX –
response submitted by Parish Council on 4 December 2019 and this
application was approved on 6th January 2020.

b) Outstanding Planning Applications

i. 19/00615: Lydden International Race Circuit, Dumbrill Hill, Wootton, CT4
6ET – response submitted by Parish Council on 31 August 2019 and
awaiting decision. Planning committee due to decide this application
on 30th January 2020
ii. 19/00780: Maryville, Shelvin Lane, Wootton, CT4 6RH – response
submitted by Parish Council on 17 September 2019 and awaiting
decision
iii. 19/00821: Land for Aylesham Village Expansion North Of, Dorman
Avenue North, Aylesham, Kent – revisions to planning app received by
Parish Council on 22nd October 2019 and awaiting decision
iv. 19/00861: Lydden International Race Circuit, Dumbrill Hill, Wootton,
CT4 6ET (Retrospective planning application) – response submitted by
Parish Council on 4 September 2019 and awaiting decision
v. 19/01024: Deacon Landscape Management, Wootton Lane, Wootton,
CT4 6RP – response submitted by Parish Council on 17 September
2019 and awaiting decision
vi. 19/01181: Deacon Landscape Management, Wootton Lane, Wootton,
CT4 6RP – response submitted by Parish Council on 28 October 2019
and awaiting decision

10. Police/PCSO/Neighbourhood Watch matters:

a) SmartWater Initiative: 

Two suppliers have now been identified and comparisons made.  The main differences are one allows the PC to recharge residents for the security kits and the other does not. 

One scheme would cost the PC around £1,700 and the other scheme with recharge to residents would cost the PC around £350. The recharge cost would be approximately £10 per household and it was suggested that residents are more likely to use the kit if they purchased it.

It also was suggested that instead of recharging residents, the PC could ask them to make a donation to a nominated charity instead. The Clerk needs to obtain advice as to whether recharging is possible for a Parish Council and the position on asking for charitable donations. This will be reported to the next meeting and the initiative can be discussed further.

b) Rural Volunteers (Equine):

Cllr Hodges has secured one volunteer from Wootton who is planning on coming to give an update at a future meeting once they have completed their training.

Councillors said they will try and secure a volunteer within Denton as there are a number of horse owners and Breach Barn livery yard to approach.

c) Cllr Akeshurst informed the group a new permanent PCSO, Emma Carmichael, has now been appointed.

11. Highways, Footpaths & Village greens:

a) Play area
A young member of the parish and her mother came along to speak to the Parish Council about the provision of play equipment and ask if support from the Parish Council was available to assist them. They are hoping to get the community involved and look for funding opportunities. The Council agreed they would help wherever possible and thanked her for her speech and for coming along to speak to us.  

b) Soakaway/drain near Buttermilk, Wootton
A concerned resident has contacted the PC to ask if we could assist with ensuring Kent Highways regularly clear this to prevent flooding and debris on the road which is dangerous. Cllr Bevan will liaise with Kent Highways and arrange a site meeting and report updates to the next meeting.

c) Damage to Wootton Parkside Triangle
Damage has been caused to the Triangle grassed area by developers. Cllr James has spoken to the owner/developer and he has assured her that this will be reinstated to previous condition once works are complete. Photographs of current and previous condition were also circulated.

d) Parish Highways Improvement Plan
Cllr Bevan will update and circulate at the next meeting.

13. Village Halls – Wootton & Denton:

Denton Village Hall: 

Nothing was raised.

Wootton Village Hall:

Nothing was raised.

14. To receive and consider any “Correspondence”:

There was no correspondence to be circulated.

15. Adjournment of the meeting for parishioners’ questions and comments: 

The meeting was adjourned for comments.

16. The date and venue of the next meeting of the Parish Council:

The dates for this year’s meetings were agreed and will be published on both notice boards and, village calendars and social media.

Dates are as follows: 
	
· Wednesday 25th March 2020 – Denton Village Hall, 7pm
· Wednesday 29th April 2020 (ANNUAL ASSEMBLY) – Denton Village Hall, 7pm
· Wednesday 27th May 2020 – Wootton Village Hall, 7pm
· Wednesday 22nd July 2020 – Denton Village Hall, 7pm
· Wednesday 30th September 2020 – Wootton Village, 7pm
· Wednesday 25th November 2020 – Denton Village Hall, 7pm

17. Closure of the meeting:

The meeting closed at 21:00.



Signed (Chairman) :………………………………………

Date : ……………………………………………..
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