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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF
HIGHTOWN PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON 18th MAY 2026 AT THE ALT CENTRE

Present:	Cllrs: Stobie (in the chair), Barlow, Langley, Munro, Shacklady and Williams.

2026/37.	Election of Chairman. 
RESOLVED that Councillor Stobie be elected as Chairman of Hightown Parish Council and Councillor Stobie’s declaration of acceptance of office was received.

2026/38.	Election of Deputy Chairman. 
RESOLVED that Councillor Shacklady be elected as Deputy Chairman of Hightown Parish Council.

2026/39.	Apologies for absence. 
None.

2026/40.	Declarations of interest - Members are requested to give notice of any interest relating to any item on the agenda.
		None.

2026/41.	Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16th March 2026.
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 16th March 2026 be approved as a correct record subject to amendments.

2026/42.	To adjourn the meeting to receive public comments.
Carl Gardner attended from Altcar Camp to provide an update about the re-establishment of the camp conservation group, to confirm that the flags had been received and raised on the flagpole in the village green and that a committee meeting would be held tomorrow.
A resident raised concerns about quicksand at the mouth of the River Alt and it was confirmed that the new path laid by Sefton MBC along the northern side of the camp onto the beach displayed clear signage to Formby directing people away from the quicksand.
A resident had contacted Sefton about repairs to the park equipment and it was understood that these would be carried out later this year.
Residents raised safety concerns over uneven paving within the village green and road markings around the village green.



2026/43.	Cash flow to 31st March 2026.
The financial position at the end of March was noted.

2026/44.	Annual Governance and Accountability Returns 2025/26.
RESOLVED that:
1.	The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 be received;
2.	Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 be approved;
3.	Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 be approved.

2026/45.	Internal Auditor.
		RESOLVED that the appointment of Batten Hughes as internal auditor to 		complete the Annual Internal Audit Report for the financial years 2026/27		be approved at a cost of £120 (inc VAT).

2026/46.	Grant applications.
No grant applications were received.

2026/47.	Christmas 2026.
Cllrs wished to enquire into the possibility of putting additional lamp post lights on either side of the railway bridge and also booking an entertainer for the event.

2026/48.	To appoint representatives.
RESOLVED that Cllr Munro be appointed as representative to the Altcar camp committee.

2026/49.	Working groups.
RESOLVED that all cllrs be appointed as members to both the Alt Centre working group and the Friends of Hightown working group.

2026/50.	Website and laptops.
RESOLVED that a budget of up to £1,400 exc vat be approved for the purchase of laptops for councillors for Parish Council use only.

2026/51.	Quotes for gardening work.
RESOLVED that the quotes received in the sum of £1,200 for maintenance of the roundabout and £360 for the maintenance of the Alt Centre garden for the next financial year are approved.

2026/52.	Reports of meetings.
Cllr Barlow advised that he was meeting with the RBL next week regarding policing at remembrance services and had met with the organisers of the Hightown junior football league and confirmed that the car park was marshalled but they cannot control speed of traffic once they get out on the road.
Cllrs expressed thanks to members of the Friends of Hightown group for their work maintaining the village green.

2026/53.	Correspondence.
The clerk confirmed that the plans for the recycle bank at the Alt Centre were progressing and that a request had been made for the hawthorn tree behind the Alt Centre to be pruned.  Correspondence had also been received about the presence of orchids affecting the mowing of verges and a request for gates on the cycle path at the end of Blundell Road.

2026/54.	Planning applications.
RESOLVED that the applications be noted.

2026/55.		Pension data submission.
		RESOLVED that the data listed on the schedule circulated be approved.

2026/56.	Accounts paid and for payment.
RESOLVED that the amounts listed on the schedule circulated be approved.
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