LONGFRAMLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING

Meeting on:

7th March 2018
Meeting at:

Longframlington Memorial Hall

Meeting time:

7:30 pm

Present: 
Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Diane Lakey DL), John Munro - Chair (JM), Gillian Nelless (GN), Malcolm Ness (MN), Dave Wellden (DW)

In attendance

Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), 2 members of the public, Clerk: Garth Rhodes.
The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.
1) Apologies for Absence – Graham Fremlin
2) Table Urgent Business to be discussed in 23 below:
a) Closer for Dog Walking field gate on Rothbury Road

b) Quotation for work to old bus shelter at the corner of A697/Rothbury Road

c) Clearing of paths and roads in the village during the recent snow
3) Declaration of Interests – None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report - No police presence 
6) County Councillors Report.  Cllr Thorne said that he thought the meeting with Ragu Sittambalam from NCC Planning Department had been very useful and had enabled parish councillors to share their issues and concerns with him. Those present agreed it had been a useful exercise. TT expressed some frustration that there had been little in the way of further information concerning the proposed improvements to the junction and footpaths at the North end of the village.

MN arrived at 7.07p.m.

TT reported that NCC Highways had made a real effort with limited equipment during the recent snowstorm. He said that the County Council had received great support from the farming community during a time when the whole of the County was under siege. He apologised for the footpaths and roads in the village estates not being cleared but understandably priority had been given to key arterial roads. GN said that she had been approached by one resident regarding concerns that carers were possibly not able to access their clients. TT said that NCC had made every effort to respond to emergency situations and cited Embleton Terrace being cleared one hour after such a report being made.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting. The minutes of the meeting held 7th February 2018 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such.
Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising Out Of Minutes - To receive updates on the following matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda:

a) A697 Road Repairs update - GF provided the following written report -‘After many attempts I managed to contact Steve Bucknall and reaffirm the problems we have with the recent repairs. It transpires that he is retiring in two weeks time so will not be taking this further himself. However after he did not seem to have the full details of the current problems or the recent site discussions and once I updated him he agreed the situation could not continue. He has given the following instruction. The Northern Area Highways Manager Graham Bucknall (GB) to carry out a full review of the situation taking account of the information that I gave him. As part of the review, he has asked GB to consider whether the works undertaken were an appropriate response to the condition of the carriageway, making best use of the available budget and also to consider the ongoing problems that residents are experiencing and to suggest possible solutions. Graham Bucknall is to attend our next meeting in April and report back to us regarding the above.’ 
Members agreed that this was a positive step forward.

It was reported that one of the drain covers adjacent Front Street was badly deteriorated and that NCC had removed the 
debris onto the path, but had not completed repairs.

MN said that when GB attends the next meeting he must provide evidence of independent oversight of the financial 
management of and expenditure for the work. He was concerned that members had received contradictory information 
about the planned work from both TT and GF and that they should provide a clear version of events in writing so that there 
was a clear paper trail on the matter. It was agreed that the time to discuss these issues would be at the meeting with 
GB. It was agreed that the clerk:

· Specifically invite TT  to attend the meeting with GB 





       Action: Clerk
· Send email to cllrs asking for them to submit any issues regarding the A697 road repairs so that a list can be compiled to be included in the letter/email for Graham Bucknall 





Action: Clerk/All
· Write to GB asking him that when he comes to the meeting, to address the issues outlined in the original letters to him and also the issues provided by the councillors.





                       Action: Clerk
b) Water leakage Rothbury Road opposite the Elms - GF provided written report: ‘This remains ongoing and until the weather improves will not progress, I will continue to chase this up.’
c) Parish Website update – All Cllr details have now been received
d) Electricity Bill and Meter for the Sports Court. Since the last meeting where it was agreed to accept the£400 goodwill gesture from British Gas (BG,) we have received a further 10 confusing bills, the final one indicating that the PC was £893.67 in debt. On receiving the bank statement it was found that BG had taken £445.21 from our account. The Clerk has been in contact several times with BG. We have now received a statement of account which actually shows that the PC is £893.67 in credit. The clerk has written to BG asking for a full refund, a further explanation and confirmation that the smart meter is actually working correctly.
e) Play equipment - replacement of wooden mini-slide and multi-play equipment. A number of quotes and options had been received. The Kompan and Hags proposals appeared to be the best options, though awaiting the final quotation from Hags. It was agreed that DL would obtain the final details and then the decision on which option to go with would be agreed through delegated powers.








            Action: DL
GA arrived at 7.50 p.m.
f) FramNews Survey -update. One further completed survey received:
i)  Indicating that PC had done well in providing the outdoor gym equipment
ii) Asking PC to exercise all possible controls on builders at North End who are making a mess and ruining the road for other users
iii) Suggesting that the PC provide up to 2m wide track around perimeter of playground for runners and cyclists. Clerk to check relevant regulations regarding such a development and report back.



Action: Clerk
g) High Viz tape for new bench St Mary’s bus shelter. It was agreed to purchase adhesive reflectors for the benches. 
Action: JM/Clerk
h) Tree review of Churchyard – GF provided written report: ‘These all appear in good condition and no immediate problems are apparent and no. works are required at this time.’
i) George V Playing Field review of assets – Due to the inclement weather this review had not taken place. To be carried out by next meeting  










    Action: GN/JM
j) Grit Provision Church St & Knogley Way. Clerk had sent request to Highways on 14/02/2018 to move grit bin from present position to adjacent the corner of the churchyard on Church Street and written to thank Mrs Kath Carr and to explain our intentions to her. No response from Highways to date.
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended - None 
10) Finance

a) Notification of receipts in the month were approved:
	12/02/2018
	John McCutcheon
	Allotment Fees -csh
	20.00

	12/02/2018
	Terry & Kath Foreman
	Allotment Fees -csh Plot No 2
	20.00

	05/02/2018
	Yvonne Ellis
	Allotment Fees -csh
	20.00

	
	
	Total
	60.00


b) Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of other payments were approved: 
	15/02/2018
	British Gas
	Electricity (Bill error)
	445.21

	07/03/2018
	Garth Rhodes
	Clerk's wages and expenses
	312.13

	07/03/2018
	LPC
	Recharge Clerk's wages to cem/try (Mar)
	-6.79

	07/03/2018
	HMRC
	PAYE
	77.20

	12/02/2018
	Alnwick Playhouse
	Donation 
	50.00

	
	
	Total
	877.75


c) Requests for donations:

i) Citizens Advice Northumberland. A Request for a donation towards training and travel costs of volunteers and/or for purchase of IT equipment. It was agreed to donate £50.00




       Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 7th March 2018 was approved.
	Balance per bank statements
	
	
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	61252.00

	
	Business Saver
	
	6075.12

	
	
	
	
	67327.12

	Less unpresented cheques
	
	
	

	
	
	Cemetery
	0.00
	

	
	
	Parish Council
	
	

	
	200068
	Alnwick Playhouse
	50.00
	

	
	200069
	G Rhodes
	312.13
	

	
	200070
	HMRC -PAYE
	77.20
	439.33

	Uncredited Deposits - Cemetery
	
	
	

	Parish Council
	McCutcheon
	20.00
	

	
	
	Ellis
	20.00
	

	
	
	Foreman
	20.00
	

	
	
	
	
	60.00

	Balance per cash book 28/02/2018
	
	66947.79

	Balance per cash book
	PC
	
	48625.19

	
	
	Cemetery
	
	18322.60

	
	
	
	
	66947.79


e) Internal Auditor 2018/19. Our current auditor, Peter Basnett had indicated that he will be available to carry out the internal audit for 2018/19. As well as carrying out a thorough audit, he has provided invaluable advice in the past. The PC approved his appointment for 2018/19.








       Action: Clerk
11) Village Activities – To note any forthcoming village activities - See 17: Easter Walk of Witness. It was reported that there was a ‘Messy Church’ event every fourth Sunday of the month.
12) Allotments

a) Management 

i) Water Meter Survey Results. 11 holders out of 17 had completed and returned the survey. Nine were in favour and only two against. One of the against said that he would be in favour if there was some form of mechanism to lock the meter/tap, as if the tap was left running for a long period of time it could be extremely expensive. One of those in favour said he thought the allotment holders should bear the cost of installation. It was agreed that the PC arrange to install a water meter and to investigate a method to control water flow. 
    


      Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance update – JM & GF had inspected Plot No1 and it was agreed the root intrusion was insufficient to have a major impact on the cultivation of the plot. The area around Plots 1-4 were in need of a tidy-up. Repairs to gates were still outstanding.










          Action: JM
c) Outstanding payments for rents. All allotment rents apart from Plot No1 were now paid in full. JM to ask Terry & Kath Foreman family if they wish to continue with Plot No1. In which case they will be required to pay the rent for this. 

       Action: JM
d) Mark Ellis had asked that he be given permission to lay underground flexible hosepipe from mains water tap to Plot 18 as if the hose is used over-ground it is repeatedly covered in dog mess. This was agreed. Mr Ellis will be responsible for cost of laying the pipe, any ongoing maintenance and that he negotiate whether the pipe needs to be removed at the end of the tenancy.        










       Action: Clerk
13) King George V Playing Field

a) Lighting on the sports court – written update from GF – ‘Delay to re-siting due to the inclement weather‘.
b) Drainage – JM said this work had not yet been undertaken due to the poor weather conditions.
c) Request for outdoor fitness classes. Email request received from Hannah Forster to run a few trial sessions of outdoor fitness (mainly circuit style) on the Green with occasional (not too loud) music. These sessions would be free in order to assess viability for a future ‘paying’ class. She has all necessary insurance and certification. She would like to advertise this in the FramNews (deadline 9th March 2018). It was agreed that the programme of free classes could go ahead but that no music be played. Also, that the PC would accept no liability with respect to this activity. Hannah would need to re-negotiate a programme for paying classes and she be made aware that the PC may charge for the use of the Green for this. Clerk to investigate regulations regarding paid activity on the King George V Playing Field.


Action: Clerk
14) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting:
	Ref No
	Description
	NCC Status
	Parish Council Position **

	17/03662/FUL
	Land East Of Longframlington Gardens – Erection of two units of holiday accommodation and certified touring caravan site

	Application

Pending
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses

	17/04084/FUL
	Land South East of Embleton Steads. New potable water booster pump station housed in roadside with associated parking area for maintenance
	Application

Pending
	See minutes from previous meetings for PC responses


	17/04529/PRUTPO
	Preservation Order Hall Hill Farm Hall Hill Cottages Longframlington NE65 8AD
	Approved
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	17/04611/RENE
	Land East Of Willowdene House Harrogate Lane Longframlington Northumberland.  Proposed installation of 5kw domestic wind turbine and installation 16 ground mounted PV panels
	Application

Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	17/04587/FUL
	Willowdene House Harrogate Lane Longframlington Proposed conversion and extension of garage to form annexed accommodation with separate workshop and poly tunnel for domestic use.
	Application

Pending
	Comments by Tue 06 Feb 2018. Insufficient comments received to make response

	18/00162/OUT
	Land South Of Lightpipe Farm Longframlington NE65 8DZ. Outline Application for development of approximately 42 dwellings with all matters reserved
	Application

Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses

	18/00133/ADE
	Land South Of Deneburn Rothbury Road Longframlington.  Advertisement consent for 14no flag poles, 2no triangular V-boards and 3no sign boards.
	Application

Registered
	See minutes from previous meeting for PC responses


b) Reports to Planning Enforcement. Three reports to Planning Enforcement in the month.
i) 18/00199 Land West of Vicarage concerning the state of the road and verge on south side of the Green.  Developer asked to set up wheel washing facility as agreed in the planning conditions. Highways have been informed about the verge. The owners have cleaned up the road and put soil back onto the verge. Reseeding will need to take place later in the spring.

ii) 18/00210 – Land south of Deneburn – parking on verge and on road. Enforcement Officer replied that whilst NCC request contractors to park on site, they cannot enforce this. Highways have been informed of parking on the verge as this is a civil matter. Parking obstructions on the road is a police matter and the PC would have to take this up with them. Clerk to ask the inspector whether the contractor was a member of a considerate contractors’scheme. 
Action: Clerk
iii) 18/00171 – Land South of Sea View. Parking on the main road and lorries reversing onto site. Enforcement Officer replied that whilst NCC request contractors to park on site, they cannot enforce this nor stop reversing onto site. Again if considered dangerous practice on the highway, this needs to be referred to police. Contractor has informed NCC that they will have on-site parking available within the next two weeks.

c) Northumberland Local Plan Update and ‘Call for Sites’. Landowners, developers, agents, local residents and other interested parties are asked to submit potential development sites for consideration within the Northumberland Local Plan by 5pm Monday 12th March 2018. Clerk was asked to request how the PC can obtain information on potential development sites submitted.










       Action: Clerk
d) 17/02785/SN Land South of Deneburn – street naming. NCC Building Control (BC) emailed to say that of the names the PC had suggested, the developer was fine with Valley View but Dene and Coquet could not be used as it was already in use.  They wanted clarification on Todd as a name. This should have been Todstead (Clerk’s error) and they are considering this.  Developer wanted the PC to offer two further names. Clerk had informed BC that the PC had exhausted their suggestions.
e) State of road at southern end and south east corner of the King George V Playing Field. A number of complaints have been received about the damage caused to the verge on the corner of the Green across from Greenview Cottage, due to parking of vehicles during construction work to the property. The PC are asked to consider what action they may wish to take. Clerk asked to write to the residents of Greenview asking them to reinstate the verge on completion of their building work. 

Action: Clerk
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion

15) Action Plan – March 2018 
a) Website. GA agreed to review the website and recommend improvements where possible. 

           Action: GA 

b) Village Inspection. DW & JM agreed to check, roads, pavements and infrastructure for report to NCC 
   Action: JM/DW
c) Review of sports courts and playground. DW agreed, using the 2017 RoSPA report as a guide, to review the condition and record equipment at the sports ground paying particular attention to the Tank Turn and the storage area at the tennis court.











   Action: JM/DW
d) Annual Village Meeting. It was agreed that the AGM and Annual Village meeting would take place on Wednesday 2nd May 2018. The times of the meetings on that night: JBC, AGM, Annual Village Meeting, PC meeting to follow the arrangements for the similar evening in 2016.






Action: Clerk
e) FramNews Report.  JM agreed to write this. Items to be included: Snow conditions, dog mess, new play equipment.

 Action: JM
16) Being Active Matters Project. The project has received £142,000 of grant funding from sport England and £30,000 from NCC to improve the mental health in the County by linking health and sports activity communities using a team of volunteers. Longframlington is within the project area. They offered to come and talk to the PC about the project (20-30mins). The correspondence also provided details of the Sally Allan Mental Health Awareness presentation to be disseminated to local organisations. It was agreed to invite them to make their presentation to the June PC meeting. 

      Action: Clerk
17) Good Friday and Easter 2016 - Walk of Witness and erection of Cross. Letter had been received from St Mary’s PCC informing the PC of the joint St Mary’s /URC Walk of Witness and erection of cross where the village Christmas tree stands on Good Friday.
18) Self-Assessment Capability Tool for Parish Councils.  NALC have produced this tool to help councils identify the risks they face in terms of how they operate. It is intended to be undertaken in conjunction with the May meeting of the council (first of the year) or a time when the council reviews its activities and sets out its development plan. It was agreed to undertake the survey at the October PC meeting in preparation for the setting of the annual Precept.



 Action: Clerk
19) Getabout Access scheme / Volunteer lift giving in communities. The PC completed a short survey to help the scheme assess how they can assist our community. 








 Action: Clerk
20) Healthwatch Northumberland request link to LPC website. The PC agreed to their request to place a link to them on our parish webpage.











   Action: Clerk
21) Post 16 School Transport Consultation. The PC completed the consultation document indicating their support for the introduction of free Post-16 school transport.      






    Action: Clerk
22) Definitive Map Modifications. 
a) Review of Definitive Map and Statement of Public Rights of Way. This is a consultation on proposed changes to a number of by-ways and bridleways within the parish boundary. Comments to be submitted by Friday 1st June. It was agreed to respond with to the consultation recording no objections. 
   




       Action: Clerk
b) Definitive Map Modification Order - Public Bridleways 13, 25 & 27.  This is a formal notice that these bridleways (effectively one bridleway from Villa Lane( below Villa Lane farm), across to the entrance road to High Weldon) came into force on 19th February 2018. This outcome is as a result of the endeavours of Anne Lowry and Sue Rogers (British Horse Society) which the PC had supported.
23) Any Urgent Business
a) Closer for Dog Walking field gate on Rothbury Road. A dog-walker had reported that the gate had been left open on a number of occasions and this was dangerous as dogs might escape onto the road. It was agreed to purchase and fix a strong closer to the gate.  









        Action: JM
b) Quotation for work to old bus shelter at the corner of A697/Rothbury Road. The PC agreed the quotation from Gavin Christie for the work, as long as GF (who had dealt with this) was also in agreement.


Action: Clerk/GF
c) Clearing of paths and roads in the village during the recent snow. GN had received a report from a resident saying that due to the conditions of the roads and paths on the estates during the recent snow, the care manager had said the conditions were unsafe for his carers to attend to their clients. The general condition of the roads and footpaths at the time of the snow storm was discussed and a number of options to ensure they were cleared and that vulnerable people were helped, were tabled. It was agreed to place a thank-you in the Fram News to those who had volunteered to clear snow and to put the issue of snow clearance as an item on the agenda for the Annual Village Meeting.
24) Date of the next meeting: Wednesday 4th April 2018 at 7.00 p.m.
The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.

Garth Rhodes – Clerk to Longframlington Parish Council. 
5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Morpeth NE65 8AB Telephone 01665 570 347
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