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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk          
Website: www.TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk    Facebook:Temple Ewell Parish Council  Twitter (X): @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 24 February 2026 commencing at 7.15pm
2526/133. Present: Cllrs. Dr. M Parks, A Bateman, S Wilson, C Lynch, Mrs A Newington, Dr. L Schoeb.
In attendance: Parish Clerk, PC David Ansley.
2526/134. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. D Prescott & M Bowman. Mr N. Robbins.
2526/135. Declarations of Interest. None.
2526/136. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held 20 January 2026. Proposed by Cllr. Bateman & Seconded by Cllr. Wilson. Approved as a true record. 
2526/137. Chairman’s announcements. None.
2526/138. Adjournment of the meeting for Parishioners questions & comments. None present.
2526/139. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – No report.
Events – Easter Egg Hunt event – Saturday 4 April. Advertisements to be placed on social media & with TE Newsletter. Possible sponsorship of Easter Eggs from Tesco at Whitfield.
Finance –No report.
Social Media – Facebook – 422 views re forthcoming roadworks, 421 relating to the closure of Church Hill Car Park & 205 for the DDC Community Governance proposed changes. Website had 381 viewings in January & 273 so far in February (average 363 for the last 6 months).
Planning – Revised plans for new property adjacent to Stanley Cottage, High Street. Objections made relating to proposed loft window overlooking rear of properties in Lower Road, and the need for an additional vehicle parking space due to a proposed additional bedroom.
2526/140. Reports from the Clerk.
a) Local Police & Crime report. PC Ansley has reviewed the reported crimes between October 2025 & January 2026 and advises that they are low & stable across the Dover Downs & River area. There were 30 Violent & 5 Sexual offences reported. Most violent offences are domestic related, and the sexual offences are primary online/non-contact in nature.  PC Ansley expressed concerns regarding rising bike & catapult crimes in the area, particularly around Scotland Common; he asked that reporting these activities was promoted with a hope of getting them reduced.
b) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. DDC have again chased Stagecoach as they are yet to receive payment from the insurance claim.
c) Highway Improvement Plan – pavement installation request at junction of Kearsney Avenue/London Road. KCC have asked DDC to contact the Railway Bell developers to get the work undertaken.
d) Repairs to Church Hill Car Park. These have been completed: the parking bay lines will be re-marked once the weather conditions improve.
e) Drainage issues at the bottom of Egerton Road/London Road. KCC have advised that due to the heavy rainfall so far in 2026 their Drainage Team are experiencing exceptionally high demand. They hope to be able to review the issue within the next few months if the weather improves.

f) Light Pollution issues: responses are still awaited from several property owners; the Parish Clerk will chase replies.
g) Deteriorated car on London Road, opposite Alkham Road – this has now been removed.

2526/141. Planning Applications from Dover District Council. None.
2526/142. Planning Decisions by Dover District Council. None.
2526/143. Approval of Payments & Bank Reconciliation for January 2026. These were proposed by Cllr. Mrs Newington and seconded by Cllr. Dr. Schoeb. Unanimously approved.
2526/144. Closure of Baptist Church. No other Baptist organisation has been found to take on the High Street property, so in all probability it will be made available for sale, once a Charities Act report is obtained. A letter of thanks to the Church for community support and providing hall space for local organisations is to be sent. 
2526/145. King George’s Field Play Equipment Repairs. Four items have been identified with medium risk issues that require replacement timber. The cost of this work is £2178. It was agreed to proceed with this work; however, disposal of removed items would be undertaken by the Clerk.
2526/146. Annual Parish Meeting (28 April). It was agreed to approach the local Food Charity to see if they could undertake a presentation at the meeting.
2526/147. Proposed road restrictions to 7.5 tonnes on Alkham Valley Road and Lower Road/High Street, Temple Ewell. Alkham Parish Council have advised that rules for such a ban do allow vehicles above the weight restriction into restricted zones to make deliveries, collections or utility maintenance, and emergency services/public transport. It was agreed that Temple Ewell Parish Council’s stance would remain unchanged, particularly given the likely lack of enforcement if the restriction was introduced. 
2526/148. DDC Community Governance Review. The proposal is to reduce the number of Parish Councillors for Temple Ewell from 12 to 9 from May 2027.It was agreed that this is acceptable.
2526/149. Unitary Authorities Consultation. The Government has opened a public consultation to express views on the proposals for the replacement of Kent & Medway Councils; it closes on 26 March 2026.
2526/150. Any other business.

a) King George V Playing Field – Bank Refurbishment. Quotes required to support a Grant application by 26 April.
b) Temple Ewell Primary School. An email has thanked the Parish Council for several things and asked that 35 Eco Warrier badges are purchased which will then be presented to those children who have undertaken the Tree Guardian initiative. This is within the previously agreed budget.
c) Parish Council WhatsApp Group. It was agreed that the Clerk would set this up.
d) KCC PROW Footpaths. KCC are amending the criteria for PROWs; Clerk to review the footpath accreditations within the village.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.15pm.  Date of next meeting: Tuesday 31 March.
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