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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY
 20th September, 2010 AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

09/10/1 

Present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Goodman (Vice Chairman), Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. S. Collins



Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.



Also in attendance:



6 members of the public were present.  
09/10/2
Declaration of acceptance of office and completion of interest form:

Councillor Steve Collins made his Declaration of Office and completed his interest form, both of which were countersigned by the Parish Clerk and dated.
09/10/3 

Apologies:
Apologies were received from Councillor A. Lees who was on holiday and his absence was approved.

T&W Borough Councillors J. Seymour and T. Kiernan sent their apologies.

09/10/4

Declarations of Interest:


Cllr. E. Roberts declared a personal interest in agenda items 18 a and b.
09/10/5

Minutes:

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th July 2010 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

09/10/6
Members of the public were invited to address the Parish Council on issues and concerns:


None were raised.
09/10/7
Report progress on the Parish Plan and to agree to print copies for those not on the internet:

As there had only been three requests for copies it was resolved to make a further insert in the Community Newsletter.

09/10/8
Highways:

a. Councillors were each given a copy of the letter from Stuart Freeman dates 4th August 2010 and its contents discussed.  It was felt that not all the issues previously raised by the Parish Council had been addressed, e.g. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS).
b. Concern was expressed that work had not yet commenced on Dog in the Lane and Coalmoor Road in relation to the Huntington Lane Surface Mine.

c. Cllr. P. Hutchings (chairman of the Candles Site Liaison Committee) informed the meeting that Veolia was questioning the state of Dog in the Lane and the relative responsibilities.
d. It was resolved to ask Peter Whittle (Chair of the Huntington Lane Surface Mine Community Liaison Committee) to raise the issue of the work that was to be done on the highways in relation to the opening of the surface mine.

09/10/9
Invitation:

It was resolved to invite Stuart freeman to the Parish Council on 8th November.
09/10/10
To resolve to withdraw the application to register the playing field with the Land Registry:


The Parish Clerk outlined the result of the meetings that he had held with the concerned parties and that the resolution that was agreeable to all parties was to withdraw the application.


It was formally resolved by the Parish Council to withdraw the application.

09/10/11
Standing Orders:


Draft Standing Orders based on National Association of Local Councils model standing orders had been circulated to all councilors.

a. Concern was expressed over the fact that the very detailed rules of debate might stifle discussion and it was resolved to try to simplify these.

b. It was also felt that the Parish Council needs a clear policy regarding the press and media and it was resolved to explore this further.
c. Concern was expressed that a written motion was not required to authorize the payments of monies up to £2,000.00.

d. It was felt that there should be agreement on when minutes should be distributed e.g. after formal approval.
e. It was resolved that:
i. The Clerk would try to simplify the section on the rules of debate.
ii. All members agreed to discuss the new Orders at a special
meeting to be called specifically and solely for that purpose.
09/10/12
To establish a Standards Committee:
It resolved that the following Parish Councillors would serve on the Standards Committee; Cllrs. P. Hutchings, E. Roberts and S. Collins.

09/10/13
Replacement of Street Light outside Haydock at New Works:

It resolved to defer this to the October meeting when Cllr. A. Lees would be present to advise the Parish Council.
09/10/14
To appoint a Parish Councillor to be responsible for the Parish Emergency Plan:


It was resolved that Cllr. S. Collins would take on this responsibility.

09/10/15
Association of Local Councils AGM and Conference:


It resolved that Cllrs. S. Collins and E. Roberts would attend the AGM and Conference on Saturday 6th November at the Shirehall, Shrewsbury.
09/10/16
HM Queen’s Jubilee in 2012:
a. It was resolved to seek ideas for a community event(s) in conjunction with other parish organizations.

b. It was resolved that a budget would need to be agreed.
c. It was felt that a pig roast, parish games/party etc might be appropriate.

d. It resolved to seek suggestions through the Community newsletter.

09/10/17
The Clerk’s Report:

a. A letter of appreciation has been received from Pat & Ivor Onions in relation to the planting of the verges
b. A letter from Mark Pritchard MP has been received explaining the process of Early Day Motions and his continue support of sustainable communities.

c. Letters or emails have been sent regarding affordable housing, highways, a query over the number of grit bins allocated to the parish, a letter of support to Much Wenlock Town Council for the Lady Forester Hospital (it has now been saved).  A number of letters have been received relating to the planning application for The Huntsman: 

i. One dated 26th July from Keith Harris which was sent to all councillors.

ii. One dated 30th July from George Chancellor.

iii. One dated 13th September from Keith Harris asking the Parish Council to reconsider its previous resolution on the planning application for The Huntsman Pub. It was resolved that the Clerk would respond to the letter and explain why the Parish Council could not reconsider its original decision. 
d. Concern has been expressed about rubbish left by the protest camp attracting rats.  The matter is in the hands of T&W who are ascertaining what action, if any, they can take.

e. Details about the mobile library were in the Community Newsletter and a suggestion had been made that its visits to the parish tie in with the Over 60’s Lunch club.
f. NALC Legal Briefing note L07-10 19th August relating to The Independence of Parish Councils’ Internal Audit. The Clerk reported that the recommendations related to the Internal Audit were met by the Parish Council
g. £££ for Projects Award – the pcc of St. Lawrence Church have applied for an award to support the extension of the graveyard.  
h. Willowmoor Farm full planning permission has been granted. 
i. Shropshire County Council: The Core Strategy Development Plan July 2010 had been received.
j. It was resolved that the original request to be included in the SIDS extra programme be confirmed.
k. Training: Cllr. S. Collins would attend the next ALC training session.

l. It was resolved that letter from West Mercia Police Authority (Kuldip Sahota) requesting the Parish council to comment on the aspects of policing which are most valued by the Parish council would be responded to at the next meeting. 

09/10/18
Planning:

a. TWC/2010/0404: Proposed refurbishment work to existing garage (retrospective application), Lydebrook Cottage, Little Wenlock.  This application was dealt with during the summer break and following consultations with Parish Councillors the following comment was sent: The time frame given for a response, especially as it was during a holiday period gave insufficient time for a full consideration and response from the Parish Council. Whilst the PC does not object to the application it continues to be concerned about retrospective applications and would like to know what action, if any, you will take in this case and explain to us why it was retrospective.

b. TWC/2010/0442: Conversion of an agricultural building to a single storey residential unit at Upper Huntington Farm, Little Wenlock. The Parish Council made the following response:
It resolved that Little Wenlock Parish Council fully supports this application.

It is noted that:

· It will restore a derelict building in a sympathetic manner.

· The accommodation is for a key worker who has always been a member of our community.

· The recommendations in the ecological survey are very thorough.

The Parish Council would like you to make sure that the recommendations in the ecology survey are carried-out:

i. Enhancement of the habitat for bats plus Schwegler bat boxes.

ii. Schwegler wren nests should be incorporated into the building 
design (to replace nests which will be lost).

iii. Work on the barn should only commence between September and 
February to protect tawny owls.

iv. A tawny owl nesting tube should be erected (preferably on a mature 
ash tress 200 m to the west of the barn) at least 30 days before 
work commences.

v. The barn roof should be removed under an ecological watching brief.

vi. To discourage great crested newts and reptiles the grass next to the 
site should be kept short during development.

vii. To further discourage newts bricks should be placed on pallets raised 
off the ground, spoil should be placed on hard standing, short grass 
or in bulk bags and open trenches should be backfilled before 
nightfall.
c. TWC/2010/0457: Installation of an orangery to the rear of the property 8 Crofters View, Little Wenlock.  The Parish Council raised no objections to the proposal.

09/10/19
Dry Mining by UK Coal:
It was resolved to request that the matter be raised at the next Huntington Lane Community Liaison Committee meeting.

09/10/20
Borough liaison and consultation:



In the absence of T&W Cllr. J. Seymour no issues were raised.

09/10/21
Individual reports and updates from Parish Councillors:

a. Street lighting and report on new light adjourned to the next meeting.
b. Report on local boundary and parish signs adjourned to the next meeting.

c. Tree planting.  The Parish Council resolved to find out what type of trees were on offer and where could they be planted.  Cllr. P. Hutchings was willing to seek further information and advice.

d. Cllr. D. Goodman updated the Parish Council on the South Telford Rights of Way Partnership (STROWP) and included information in the circulation pack.  Cllr. D. Goodman will also receive an update on the Local Access Forum from Jas Sidhu.
e. It was resolved to invite Alec Connah (STROWP Project Officer) to the October Parish Council Meeting at 7.00 pm.

f. Cllr. P. Hutchings reported on the meeting of the Candles Liaison Committee:
i. Jaswant Sidhu (T&W) and Adrian Foster (Veolia) have met to sort out land ownership and title issues for the Candles, Smalley Hill and Coalmoor DP sites.

ii. Groups of orchids have appeared at Smalley Hill and are visible from the path.

iii. Despite strong winds the candles site looked very tidy and there was no odour during inspection.

iv. During the past quarter there have been fewer odour complaints.  Those which did occur were caused by temporary operational issues such as the closing down of part of the gas management system for a short time to facilitate the deposition of landfill waste.
v. A Gas Technical Review, published by the Environment Agency, will appear soon.  The purpose of this document is for Veolia and The Agency to jointly and voluntarily to sign up to it rather than impose it on Veolia.

vi. The Site Manager will ask Mr. M. Evans (T&W) for a copy of a report dealing with the assessment of the standard of the substrate in Dog in the Lane.

vii. Cllr. P. Hutchings brought to the attention of the Parish Council “Organisations urged to get creative for Veolia cre8’s cash challenge”.  It was resolved to place details in the Community Newsletter and to inform Andrew Eade (T&W).
09/10/22
Community Newsletter:
The Clerk reported on items already sought.  The following were also suggested: the new light at Buildwas Lane, the litter pick on 2nd October, a distillation of the Emergency Plan, report on the Open Days at Windy Ridge.

09/10/23
Finance:

a. It was resolved that the following payments made during August be approved:
George Chancellor

Newsletter


£11.75

Playsafety Ltd.,


Inspection of equipment

£95.18

Npower



Energy Consumption

£33.25

Npower



Energy Consumption

£90.19

E-ON



Repairs



£23.58

K. Smith


Contracting Services

£658.00

J. Marcham


Clerk’s Salary


£191.82

HMRC



PAYE



£47.96

b. The Clerk reported that a claim for a VAT refund was submitted to HMRC which included a single claim for £2,208-45 in respect of the outdoor gym.  The total reclaimed amounted to £2,560-27.
c. The Clerk reported that the financial balances as on the 15th September 2010 were as follows: The balance on the Community Account was £3,174.80 and this had been reconciled with the bank statement with all cheques cleared.  The balance on the Business Reserve Account was £5,784.04 which included the addition of £0.72 interest having been paid into the account.
d. It was resolved to pay the following accounts:

Mazars



External audit


£334.88

Madeley Print Shop

Website updates

£29.38
J. F. Marcham


Salary



£191.82

HMRC



PAYE



£47.96

J. F. Marcham


Quarterly Expenses

£148.24

09/10/24
Audit:
a. Quarterly Audit of Accounts: Cllr. D. Goodman had audited the quarterly accounts against the cash book, cheque book and reconciled it with the quarterly bank statement.  She found all to be in order.

b. The External Audit for 2009/10 had been returned from Mazars and all was in order.  The Clerk reported that he had placed the appropriate audit notices on the parish notice board.

09/10.25
Date and time of the next meeting:



The next meeting will be held on 11th October, 2010, starting at 7.00 pm.
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