
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 21ST MAY 2025 @ 7pm 

Memorial Hall, West St, Stoke sub Hamdon TA14  

MINUTES 

Cllr Nelms welcomed everyone and signed the minutes from last year’s APM. She then 
read from her report (attached as Appendix A).  

Acorn Property Group then spoke about their proposals for the land north of 
Stanchester Academy. Good ideas had been received from consultation with the public 
so far, and they welcomed any further comments, observations or questions.  There 
were some questions about the likely impact on services, traffic considerations and 
time frame.  

Peter Hulett, Sports & Rec Trust gave a brief history of the Trust and summarised 
recent activities which included the skateboard jam, managing the facilities at West 
Street and improvement works on the BMX track. He highlighted the hugely successful 
Charity Shop which raised over £30k in profit last year, and the May Fayre. He thanked 
all the numerous volunteers for their hard work.  (Full report attached Appendix B) 

Denise Burton then spoke about the May Fayre, which has been running since 1996. 
She expressed grateful thanks to Stanchester Academy for the use of its facilities, and 
the fantastic volunteers who make it happen. This year there will be almost 90 stalls.   

Denise also spoke about the Charity Shop which has been open since 2011. It’s 
success is due to all those who donate as well as the volunteers. Some very valuable 
items and large items have been donated and using Facebook Marketplace helps to 
reach a wider audience. Any unsold items are donated to local charities. She thanked 
all the volunteers, especially the young people who help either via the DofE scheme or 
to ‘earn’ their grant request and are a great help with social media advertising.   



 

 

Jeanie Augarde, Stoke Performing Arts Group known as (SPAG) began in 2016. There 
are now 40 members and they have had a busy year which included their first 
pantomime (a sell-out performance), a Murder Mystery 3 course Dinner which also sold 
out, and the SPAGtacular Variety Show. They work closely with the Working Men’s Club 
who provide rehearsal and storage space and also collaborated successfully with the 
Memorial Hall for an S106 grant for new stage lighting. The next show, The Saxons are 
Coming will be at Ham Hill on 18th & 19th July. They are sincerely grateful to the Sports & 
Recreation Trust for all their support. 

Derek Coward, History Group – this group came together to collate photos and 
memorabilia in the village, putting on exhibitions to educate residents about the history 
of Stoke-sub-Hamdon. They meet in the Working Men’s Club and recently put together 
the VE Day 80th Anniversary presentation. They are also available to help people find out 
about their ancestors or the history of their house. 

The Health Walk Group started about 15 years ago with a regular group of walkers, led 
by 4 walk leaders meeting twice a month and walking about 3 or 4 miles. It has grown 
and continues to grow with about 43 regular walkers and 7 walk leaders, and regularly 
doing longer walks to include a pub lunch. The physical and mental benefits are well 
recognised as well as social as they start & end in the Lighthouse Café. They are 
supported by Somerset Council’s Activity & Sports Partnership, and promoted in the 
surgery and local pharmacies. The next introduction walk is on 19th June. They are 
considering evening walks in the future, and are working with the History Group to 
provide some points of interest around the village. More details can be found in the 
newsletter.   

Jackie Poole, HYFCT reported that it had been an eventful 12 months. She thanked 
Sarah Moore & Barbara Brooks who recently stood down as trustees. With the help of 
the parish council, they have been able to picked up the pieces and now have a new 
treasurer (Natasha Hodges) & Secretary.  The main hirers are dragon gymnastics, the 
brownies, the youth club (numbers increasing) and Irish dancers. The centre is 
approved for use as a girl guiding overnight centre and birthday parties are popular.  
Plans for the future include further refurbishment, and community events such as the 
Christmas tree festival, a flower pot trail, a silent disco and beetle drive. It is the perfect 
venue for youngsters to grow & develop in. She then gave huge thanks to SP&RT team  
who make the dream work in the village and said a big well done to the Parish Council 
who have gone through tumultuous change – she encouraged them to keep up the good 
work.  

Rebecca Merrick, Memorial Hall Trust -  began by thanking Barbara Brooks who 
recently retired from the committee. There are 5 committee members, and they have 
organised quite a few improvements to the facility including professional stage lighting, 
a new kitchen, IN POST lockers (revenue generating), blue tooth connectivity for music 



 

 

and free broadband. She gave grateful thanks to the PC, SS&RT, SPAG, Charity Shop, 
Somerset Council and Gigaclear for their contributions. Future plans include improved 
storage, loft insulation, acoustics and redecorating the kitchen. Upcoming events 
include a film night on 21st June, a Quiz Night on 26th June and a ceilidh in the autumn. 
They are looking for a volunteer to handle Bookings & Treasurer responsibilities. (Full 
report attached Appendix C) 

Mark Gooch, Gardening Club celebrates its 25th birthday this year. It is well supported 
with 53 members. They enjoy talks and visits and meet once a month – it’s more than a 
gardening club, it’s a social club too.   

Lisa Wenborn, Afternoon Tea Club meet once a fortnight from 2.15-4.15pm in the 
Lighthouse Café, and offer tea, coffee and sandwiches to the elderly in the village. 
Donations allow them to organise an annual trip, this year going again to Sidmouth. If 
you know of anyone who would like to come along, lifts to collect and drop off can be 
organised.   

Mark Gooch, PCC said that the Lighthouse Café (All Saints Hall) is only open once a 
week now on a  Monday morning, but different organisations make good use of it (health 
walk group, afternoon tea club, gardening club plant sale). It is important to keep it 
going, and keep supporting it. It’s available for private hire during the day and evenings 
too. 

Sue Bramall, Village Art Group meets twice a week, on a Tuesday evening & Friday 
morning during term time. There are all abilities, working with all mediums and once a 
term there is a workshop from a professional. They have a Facebook page, and attract 
members from other neighbouring villages.  She thanked the S&RT for providing new 
exhibition boards.  

Jackie Poole, Brownies – enjoying another full group of 24 girls aged 7-10 with 4 adult 
leader volunteers and 2 young leaders. Girl Guiding is great for the variety of topics 
covered. She would like to start at Rainbow group as well (4-7 year olds). If anyone 
would like to volunteer for that, please get in touch! 

Andy Salter, Allotments – there are now 60 plots and the focus has been on clearing 
them and ensuring that they are fully utilised. The waiting list isn’t too long, and 
enquiries can be made via the website. The plot for the school has been hugely 
improved by volunteers, and is nearly ready for the children to use. 1pm on a Friday is 
when adult volunteers are required. He proposed huge thanks to those who got it up & 
running.  

A report from the Youth Football Club is attached as Appendix D 

Meeting closed 8.30pm 


