


DENTON with WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL
www.dentonwithwoottonpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
 
Chairman - Cllr Allyn Thomas 
Vice Chairman – Graham Bevan
 

In Attendance:	Cllrs Allyn Thomas (Chairman), Cllr Graham Bevan (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bob Akehurst, Cllr Penelope James, Cllr Terry Hodges.
	DDC Cllr David Beaney
Clerk – Cathy Skinner
	4 members of the public
MINUTES

20.1 CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr Thomas welcomed everyone to the first remotely held meeting of Denton with Wootton Parish Council. 
In recognition that the public participants were interested in Agenda item 20, the meeting agreed to bring this matter forward to item 6.

20.2 	COUNCIL

20.2.1	Declaration of any councillor’s interest in agenda items other than those registered at previous meetings. None was reported.

20.2.2 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Other Significant Interests and Voluntary Announcements of Other Interests, and a reminder to think of any changes to the DPI Register held at DDC, such as a change of job or home be used for grant giving as he/she may need this allowance to carry out his/her duties.  None was reported.

20.2.3   Voluntary Declaration of other non-significant interests None was reported.

20.2.4 	Review of Councillor Responsibilities 

The following responsibilities were proposed:

Finance – Cllr Penelope James
Highways & Rights of Way – Cllr Graham Bevan
Planning – Cllr Allyn Thomas for Denton and Cllr Terry Hodges for Wootton
Representative to KALC Area Committee – Cllr Bob Akehurst
 
20.2 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27TH JANUARY 2020

The minutes of the last meeting held on 27th January 2020 were approved as a true and accurate record. Proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Bevan. AGREED
 
20.3 TO RECEIVE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

Cllr Beaney reported on the work currently being undertaken at DDC in support of the district community during the Covid-19 pandemic. Measures have included setting up teams to support residents and working with various support services. Grants are also being made available to community groups to help them fund activities which help the community.

The Next Item is Taken Out of Agenda Order:

20.14  VILLAGE HALL(S) – WOOTTON & DENTON

The Parish Council has previously agreed to meet 75% of the insurance costs for the village halls in Denton and Wootton, however further information was required in respect of the recreation ground. It was confirmed that there is a committee in place which will meet on 23rd April 2020 and at that meeting the draft accounts will be approved. In consideration of this information it is proposed that the Parish Council meet 75% of the cost of insurance for the recreation ground. 
Proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Hodges. AGREED
	 
20.4 TO RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

None received.
 
20.6  INFORMATION UPDATES ON ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: 
 
20.6.1 Fibre Broadband Update

The contract for the scheme for the 01227 exchange area of Denton has been signed. The final cost will be £79,467, which is just covered by the value of the registered vouchers. The scheme should take 9 months to roll out - though this may be extended to 12 months as Open Reach are not sending engineers to peoples' homes at present. Cllr James reported that 55 households, including 13 businesses, in Wootton, Shelvin and Selsted Bends have expressed an interest so far which is promising.




20.6.2 Council Laptop

The Clerk reported that following introduction of the Transparency Code in 2015, parish councils were awarded grants to fund the purchase of a dedicated laptop and scanner to allow the council to meet the requirements of the Act. Latterly the implications around meeting GDPR requirements lead to advice that parish councils should have dedicated equipment. 

The Clerk will continue to use her own laptop for the Parish Council and an allowance for this will be paid.

20.6.3 Crime Prevention Project

Cllr Thomas summarised three options:

a. To fund Neighbourhood Watch so that they can roll out the scheme.
b. Parish Council promotes a scheme and only funds signage for the villages.
c. Take no further action.

It was proposed that option c should be chosen at this time. 
Proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr Hodges. AGREED
 
20.7 FINANCE

20.7.1  Expenditure for February 2020 and March 2020

It was proposed to approve February and March expenditure by Cllr James, seconded by Cllr Thomas - AGREED 

20.7.2 Bank reconciliation

It was proposed to approve the bank reconciliation by Cllr James, seconded by Cllr Thomas - AGREED

20.7.3 Grant Provision and Application process 2020/2021

To ensure transparency and fairness a clear procedure is need for local groups wishing to apply for grant funding from the Parish Council.

It was agreed that the Clerk will prepare an application form and guidance notes.



20.7.4 Payroll Administration – Currently the parish council outsource the payroll function at a cost of £84 per year, for the current financial year this will increase to £120. The alternative is to use HMRC’s PAYE Tools which is a free product, the only cost is printing of the submission for accounting purposes (2 pages) and data entry time – 6 minutes to enter one figure and tick 2 boxes online. The software produces submission reports for audit purposes, P45 and P60 as required. 

It was proposed to change the payroll to inhouse using HMRC’s PAYE Tools.   Proposed Cllr James, seconded Cllr Hodges - AGREED

20.7.5   Payments due:
     	           Clerk expenses – April of £23.39
      	           KALC Subscription - £221.35

It was proposed to approve the above payments by Cllr Thomas, seconded by Cllr James - AGREED

20.8    VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY 

Cllr James reported that the event was a success in both villages and was supported by DDC who provided necessary equipment.  Photos has been submitted to DDC for future use.  
 
20.9 	PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE UPDATE

The Clerk reported that Hugo Fox provide basic websites for parish councils and community groups – they have also confirmed that their site will be compliant with the GDPR requirements and accessibility requirements in August 2020. There is no charge for the website, and we could use our existing domain. Examples include:  Elham, Hersden and Newington PCs which she has set up, but there will be many more.  

It was proposed that the Parish Council proceeds with a Hugo Fox website by Cllr Bevan and seconded by Cllr Akehurst - AGREED
 
20.10 	PLANNING

Planning Applications and tree works: new applications, planning decisions by DDC, planning enforcement, and any other planning matters. The following were noted for information:

20.10.1 Application ref 20/00178 – GRANTED
	 Woodside, Agester Lane, Denton, CT4 6NR
        Erection of a detached garage with ancillary accommodation 

20.10.2 The Street, Denton, CT4 6RD - GRANTED Listed Building Consent
		
20.11 	LYDDEN HILL RACE CIRCUIT 

It was agreed that this item should remain on future agendas. 

Cllr Thomas has tried to progress matters with DDC’s Planning Department regarding the establishment of the Consultative Committee but is not getting any response. Cllr Beaney reported he had spoken with the Planning Officer responsible for writing the 30 conditions (as part of the Planning application approval) re the proposal that there should, initially, be 4 meetings per year, rather than the proposed 2, and that he had taken this on board.  

Cllr James reported that WEPG had emailed DDC Planning on 24th March re excessive noise from the Circuit produced by two events on March 21 one of which was a car track day.  WEPG had also pointed out that despite advice from Motorsport UK to suspend activities on March 17, an event was held at the Circuit on March 21st. Cllr Beaney offered his support with this with the possibility of ‘calling in’ the Planners for scrutiny. 


20.12 	POLICE/PCSO/NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORTS

	No Report.
 
20.13 HIGHWAYS, FOOTPATHS & VILLAGE GREEN(S) 

· Update for the A260 – Cllr Graham Bevan

Cllr Thomas and Cllr Bevan met up with KCC Scheme manager on 17th February to discuss the A260 through Denton, identify issues with the road including speed, signage etc. It was discussed at this meeting that the 30 mph entrance to the village from Folkestone is moved back past the turning for the Church giving enough time for vehicles to hit the 30mph through the village. 

If we are to move the 30mph then the Parish will need to fund the cost of the Traffic regulation order (TRO). Approx. £2500. This order can be used for the whole parish so we can look at other issues for example moving the 30mph sign on Denton Lane and Wootton Lane in Wootton. 

Cllr Bevan will send our new HIP for the road which must now include Wootton. The clerk will send road scheme plan on separate email. A further meeting will be arranged and alignment for both villages agreed.

· Buttermilk – Cllr Graham Bevan

Cllr Bevan met with the Drainage Engineer for KCC regarding the ongoing flooding issues at Buttermilk. He is fully aware of the issue and is working hard to get it resolved. He was waiting for another visit from the Contractor to completely empty the soak away, so as to gather CCTV evidence. Cllr Bevan will make contact again once we are back to normal.

· Village Green

Potholes - Denton Village Green. As no agreed funding could be found from residents and as the cost of a formal repair was prohibitive - we need to look at alternative solutions. Cllrs Thomas and Bevan will visit and agree quantity required of type 1 with which the holes can be filled.

· Finger Post Sign 

Cllr Thomas’s restoration of the fingerpost sign continues.

20.14  VILLAGE HALL(S) – WOOTTON & DENTON 

	Covered above.

20.15  DENTON ALLOTMENTS – Cllr Allyn Thomas 

The land behind the village hall in Denton has recently been sold and so Cllr Thomas took the opportunity to look into the possibility of some allotments in Denton. 

The new landowner is happy in principal to rent the land next to the village hall for use as allotments. The Village Hall were happy in principal to discuss how they could permit access to their facilities for allotment users. KALC were very supportive of any efforts to set up allotments and pointed to a useful national organisation - the National Allotment Society -  https://www.nsalg.org.uk. KALC would also be able to support the PC in setting up allotments through their legal department for contracts etc. 

Once the present COVID-19 restrictions are lifted the question would be whether there is sufficient local interest in having allotments.   If this is the case an Allotment Committee will be formed with facilitation undertaken by the Parish Council.


20.16  VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE

After reviewing the results, the main concerns of local residents are identified as the A260 and Lydden Hill.

20.17 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER ANY ‘CORRESPONDENCE’ 

	None to report.

 
20.18  PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS

Adjournment of the meeting for parishioners’ questions and comments (This is the only opportunity during the meeting for residents to speak) 
	None to report.
 
20.19 	DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

· Annual Parish Meeting

It was proposed to hold this in September, proposed by Cllr Thomas, seconded Cllr Bevan – AGREED

· Next Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 27th May 2020 at 7pm
 
20.20 	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING  

	There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2021hrs








