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Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas  

 

 



 

Useful contact names and telephone Nos. 

County Councillor 
Shellina Prendergast  
Shellina.Prendergast@kent.gov.uk 

07970 
461160 

Borough Councillors 

Martin Round martinround@maidstone.gov.uk 
Ziggy Trzebinski 
ziggytrzebinski@maidstone.gov.uk 

890276 
078524
92770 

Church Wardens 
Kenneth Alexander 
Vanessa Goodwin 

859549 
858372 

Parish Council Clerk 
Vickie Ford email 
boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 

07791 
135248 

Village Hall bookings  Jan Carter email janlcarter@btinternet.com 

 
850898 

Village Hall General 
Enquires 

Jon Thompson email bromley@ashleylaw.co.uk 
Mobile 07932 112730 

851351 

Gardening Club Doreen Hulm 850287 

Church Choir Doreen Hulm 850287 

Dance Fit Sharon Harris 890170 

Craft Group Jan Carter 850898 

Yoga Sue Burch  850381 

Parish Council Website www.boughtonmalherbe.co.uk  

Priest in charge Dr John Huggins email:  vicar@lvb.org.uk 850280 

Pilates 
Cheryl Stubbs email: 
c.stubbs8@btinternet.com 

07852 
602369 

Art Class 
Cathy Hill email: cathyonthehill@hotmail.com 07927 

045708 

Benefice Office 
Sarah Hills email: churchoffice@lvb.org.uk 
Answer phone available out of hours 

850604 

St. Edmunds Centre Kate Stansfield Mobile 07500 895831  

Fresh Fish delivery Tuesday at approx. 3pm by Post Office 
07976 
435217 

Malherbe Monthly Production Team 

Mike Hitchins 
Mike Hitchins 
John Collins 

Advertising: mfhitchins@btinternet.com 
Editor: mfhitchins@btinternet.com  
Treasurer 

858937 
858937 
850213 

 

 

 

The views expressed in “Malherbe Monthly” are not necessarily 
those of the Production Team; publication of articles/adverts 

does not constitute endorsement and we reserve the right to edit! 
Anything for the January edition should be left in 

Grafty Green Telephone Box, or contact Mike on 

01622 858937 (mfhitchins@btinternet.com) by 20th December 
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News from St. Nicholas Church – December 2023 

 

December, the month when expectation and excitement build for children and panic 
sets in for parents. That is for most of us. But as I write those words, it is with a heavy 
heart, for those sentiments are overwhelmed by the tragedies enfolding for families 
where war, violence, inhumanity and treachery are daily events. Perhaps we need to 
remember that 2,000 yrs. ago this was exactly the same situation that the baby, Jesus, 
was born into. And in that same area of Israel/Palestine. Do we learn nothing from our 
history.  
 
Can we hold, cherish and celebrate the arrival of every baby? For in doing so, we may 
yet achieve progress in our humanity and promote peace in our world. 
 
Usual reminders 
The church porch open at all times for rest, shelter and a hot drink. A small food box 
is there if you need, with a larger food bank at the back of St Mary’s church in Lenham, 
open from 10-4pm each day. 
 
If you are not aware, Tom Baker’s tombstone is resting to the right side of the porch, 
not in use yet, I may say! Felt I must add this, as The Radio Times is celebrating the 
60th anniversary of Dr Who and the information is given, together with an interview 
with the longest serving Dr. in their edition dated 21st November 2023. Tom Baker 
lived in the Old School House next to the church and occasionally gave wonderful 
evening events in the church, often accompanied, inadvertently, by his cat! 
 
The main church building is only open for services, meetings, cleaning etc. Please 
contact the churchwardens for a key at other times if you would like to visit 
. 
Church service times are on the noticeboards by the church porch, on the larger board 
by the bench on the roadside and outside the village hall in Grafty Green. 
 
Celtic Morning Prayer is said in the side chapel each Monday morning 9-9.30am an 
informal time to think and pray for our communities, world issues, friends and families 
and those in need of prayer at this time. Please contact Rev.John Huggins or the 
churchwardens if you have any prayer requests and these will be said in Monday 
morning prayer time. 
 
 Village Coffee Morning continues every Tuesday 11.30-2pm, in the Village Hall in 
Grafty Green, while the Post Office is there the same day 12.45-2.15pm. There are 
usually other stalls at this time, local eggs and honey, Pluckley teas, Sue’s beautiful gift 
and Christmas cards and homemade jam and marmalade. 



A reminder that any donations received at the coffee morning are shared equally  
between St.Nicolas church and a charity chosen by the ‘regulars’. 
 
Winter Craft Fair.  Many thanks to the organisers of this weekend event in the Village 
Hall. Delighted, as always to catch up with friends. Our stall was able to give £225 to 
church funds, so again many thanks to everyone, especially the ‘catering crew’, who 
kept us well fed! Not fair that the Jacob sheep lady with the beautiful wool was next 
to us! Jacquie and I could not resist. Many others could not resist the packets of ‘Sheep 
Poo’. Will be in many Christmas gift boxes I expect, if they get that far! 
 
Farewell. On Tuesday 21st November we said farewell to Nina Barlowe at her funeral 
in St.Nicolas. She had been a notable part of village life for many years and the church 
was full. She had moved away after her husbands’ deaths, but kept in contact. Our 
prayers and thoughts go out to her family, especially her children Kate and Gordon. 
 
Carol Service at 3.30pm on Sunday 17th December followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies (not to be missed)! 
 
Crib Service at 3.30pm on Sunday 24th December. Join in as the baby Jesus is 
welcomed into the stable to complete the Nativity scene in the church. Remember 
that St.Nicolas is our patron saint! 
 
Christmas Day Service at 9.30am 
 
Finale  
As we prepare for Christmas, at this busiest of times, at this most magical of times, 
may we all take time to think of the thousands of families around the world who are 
in fear, in mourning, in pain at this time. May our prayers and actions bring comfort 
and peace to those we know and love as well as to those we will never know. 
 
                                          Have a Very Happy Christmas 

Sally Alexander 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         Boughton Malherbe 
Parish Council 

Contact Details 
 

Ron Galton, Chairman 
-  Tel: 01622 850369 

(Finance, Planning, KALC) 
ron@boughtonmalherbepc.org 

 
Robert Turner 

Tel: 01622 850325 

(Finance, Planning, KALC) 
robert@boughtonmalherbepc.org 

 
Barry Adams 

Tel: 01622 850288 
barr313@btinternet.com 

 
Tracey Andrews 

Tel: 07407 358292 
 

Nick Eastwood 
Tel: 01622 850330 

nicholas.eastwood.bmpc@gmail.com 
 

Vickie Ford, Parish Clerk- Tel: 
07791 135248 

boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Helen Whately  

MP for Faversham and Mid Kent 
 

I work for you. If you have a problem you think I can help you with, please contact me or visit me at 
one of my surgeries 

House of Commons,  
London, SW1A 0AA 

www.helenwhately.org.uk 
 

Tel: 020 7219 6472; Email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 

tel:01622
tel:01622
mailto:boughtonmalherbepc@gmail.com


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Village Hall – December Newsletter 

 

It was busy time at the hall again last month where in addition to our normal 
clubs and societies we hosted our Annual Christmas Craft Fair for the first 
time over two days. Both days were well attended and for all of you who 
hired a stall, helped out and supported the event thank you so much it made 
both days fun and enjoyable and raised funds for Platts Heath School, St 
Nicholas Church and the Village Hall. 
 
Carols Round the Tree, Father Christmas & Festive Refreshments at the Hall 
Thurs 14th December 
I am pleased to let you have more detail on our Christmas Event which has 
very generously been sponsored by the Parish Council. So in these 
straightened times of high inflation it is nice to be able to offer you 
entertainment where you can leave your purses and wallets at home! 
The Christmas Event kicks off at 2.30 pm in the village hall where there will be 
fun and games for the children and a visit to Santa in his grotto.  
At around 4pm we will adjourn to the Village Green where Ken and Eve will 
kindly press the big red plunger to turn the Christmas Tree lights on, followed 
by carols sung round the tree led by the choirs of Platts Heath School and the 
Church accompanied by Pauline Fisher on the trumpet. 
After the carols there will be a snow machine for the children to let off some 
steam and then it is all back to the hall at about 4.45pm where sausage rolls, 
mince pies, sherry, Baileys, mulled wine, hot chocolate and squash will be 
served. Any child who has not had the opportunity to see Santa can visit his 
grotto. Young and old all are welcome and it will be an opportunity to catch 
up with friends and neighbours and get into the festive spirit. 
 
Stop Press – New Pilates Class Monday Afternoon 2pm to 3pm starting 8th 
January 
I am very pleased to say that Cheryl our Pilates teacher has kindly agreed to 
host a second Pilates Class at the Village Hall. Classes will run from 2pm to 
3pm on a Monday afternoon starting on the 8th January. Just the ticket to get 
fit and relax after the stresses and strains of Christmas & the New Year. 
Please see below information on Pilates and how to join this additional class. 
Cheryl is offering discounted taster sessions, (four weeks for £20), so if this is 
an activity you would like to consider please support this new class at the hall. 



Cheryl has kindly provided the following information on Pilates and how to 
book the taster sessions:- 
 
A little bit about Pilates 
Pilates teaches ease of movement and good posture.  It conditions the whole 
body by lengthening, strengthening and rebalancing, helping you enjoy daily 
activities with greater ease and less chance of injury. The classes are mat 
based and are particularly safe for those with back problems. The movements 
are controlled and co-ordinated and can be adapted to suit the abilities of 
each individual person. It can work for everyone, regardless of fitness level, 
Pilates is often recommended by physiotherapists, doctors and other health 
professionals as a safe way to aid rehabilitation.  It is practised by seniors and 
elite athletes alike. 
 
A little about Cheryl 
Following a back injury some 20 years ago she was advised by her Consultant 
to take up Pilates and it has made a huge difference to her quality of life. In 
2018, after working for many years in the City, she followed my passion and 
qualified as a Body Control Pilates® Mat Instructor. 
 
Classes will be starting on Monday 8 January in Grafty Green Village Hall 
ME17 2BA from 2:00-3:00pm with a special introductory offer of £20 for a 4-
week taster course. Come along and have a go. 
To book your place or for further information please contact  
Cheryl on 07852 602369  Email: c.stubbs8@btinternet.com 

 

Jon Thompson Hall Committee Chairman 

bromley@ashleylaw.co.uk 

www.graftygreenvillagehall.co.uk 

Facebook – graftygreenvillage 
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Minutes of a Planning Committee Meeting held in the village hall at 

7:25pm on Monday 6th November 2023 

 
Present: Cllrs B Adams; T Andrews (Chair); N Eastwood; R Galton; R Turner 

In attendance:  Mrs V Ford (Clerk) 

 

Cllr Turner opened the meeting at 7:18 pm  

 

1. Chairman: RESOLVED: Cllr Andrews to chair the meeting 

2. Anybody filming or recording this meeting: none 

3.          Apologies for absence: none 

4. Declarations:    

(i)  Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda: none  

              (ii) Declarations of lobbying: none 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting on 28th September 2023: 

approved and signed as a true and accurate record 

6. Planning Application: 

(i) Public Session: no public session (1 member of the public present) 

(ii) 23/504792/FULL 

PROPOSAL: Erection of a single storey side extension to existing triple garage, with 

store in roof space. 

ADDRESS: Grey Cottage, Coldbridge Lane, Egerton, TN27 9BP 

RESOLVED: to give a neutral response with no additional comment 

 

The Meeting closed at 7:23 pm 
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Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on 

Monday 6th November 2023 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 
Present: Cllrs B Adams; T Andrews; N Eastwood; R Galton (Chair); R Turner 
In attendance: Mrs V Ford (Clerk) 
 
Anybody filming or recording this meeting kindly requested to declare it: none 
 
M01/11/23 Apologies 

Apologies from Cllrs M Round and Z Trzebinski (Maidstone Borough Council) were noted. 
M02/11/23 Declarations: 
Any lobbying: none declared 
Any interest in items on the agenda: none declared 
Any changes to the register of pecuniary interests: none declared 
M03/11/23 Approval of Minutes 
RESOLVED: the Minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2023 and the minutes of the extraordinary 
meeting held on 28th September 2023 were taken as read, confirmed and signed as being accurate records 

of the proceedings. 

Cllr Eastwood asked the Clerk to forward the results of the traffic speed survey conducted to test the 

viability of installing a speed indicating device (SID) in the centre of the Village. 

M04/11/23 Public Session: (three members of public present) 
A member of the public complained about the build quality of the new fence erected between the King’s 
Head public house and the Village Green. The Chairman reported that he had tried to contact the 
contractor without success but would pursue. 
M05/11/23 Planning Outcomes since 3rd July 2023: 
Noted that: 
23/503980/FULL Erection of a single timber framed garage with flat roof at Foxes Earth, Headcorn Road, 
Grafty Green, ME17 2AP: Application PERMITTED 
M06/11/23 Local Policing/Community 
Police/Crime Report: It was noted one crime had been reported in the Parish since 4th September. 
M07/11/23 Liverton Hill: 
It was observed that Liverton Hill had remained dry with no evidence of the spring flowing down. 
Members discussed the considerable volume of fly tipping on Liverton Hill, which the Clerk was asked to 
report to Maidstone Borough Council (MBC). The Clerk was also asked to report fly tipping at the Headcorn 
end of Crumps Lane. 
M08/11/23 Highways Improvement Plan 
The Chairman reported that Kent County Council (KCC) had carried out a traffic survey to test the viability 
of a 40 mph speed limit along part of the Lenham Road. The results had shown there was an insufficient 
number of vehicles exceeding 40 mph and the proposal had been rejected. 
M09/11/23 Councillor Reports on any External Meetings attended 
The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had attended a meeting to discuss provision of the 59 bus 
service from 1st April 2024. The main action from the meeting had been to explore other sources of 
funding, which was being done. 



 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm 

 

 

 

 

FINANCE 
M10/11/23 Balances at the Bank: Balances as at 31st October 2023 were noted: 

Lloyds current      £3,005.85 
Lloyds business instant access  £7,139.52 
Lloyds 32-day notice   £40,463.92 
Nationwide    £14,465.77 
Cambridge and Counties  £24,165.11 

M11/11/23 Receipts since last meeting: £175.09 Lloyds Bank interest 
M12/11/23 Bank Reconciliation: The statement prepared by the Clerk was accepted. 
M13/11/23 Statement of receipts and payments against budget: noted 
M14/11/23 Authorisation of any payments since the last meeting: £540 Tree Pro Ltd (incl £45 deposit); 
£23.98 Hugo Fox; £144.98 Platts Heath Primary School; £1,117.48 V J Ford; £35 ICO; £84 KALC; £117.68 
Mrs Mary Burgess; £170.34 Amesis Ltd; £1,467 Kingswood Fencing 
M15/11/23 Authorisation of transfer between accounts: £3,000 transferred from business saver to 
current account by the Clerk on 29.9.23 (Lloyds bank) 
 
M16/11/23 Information and Data Protection Policies 
Members had before them various draft policies presented by the Clerk, which had been adapted for the 
Parish Council’s use from templates provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) based on a data 
audit: Information and Data Protection Policy; Email Contact Privacy Notice; Document Retention and 
Disposal Policy; Retention of Documents Appendix A: list of documents for retention or disposal. 
RESOLVED: to adopt all policies as presented by the Clerk. 
M17/11/23 Parish Council Email Addresses 
Transference of administration to a commercial organisation was discussed. 
RESOLVED: to defer the decision pending further investigation. 
RESOLVED: to investigate adoption of  gov.uk domain name.  
M18/11/23 Carols Round the Christmas Tree Event 
RESOLVED: for insurance purposes, to adopt the organising group for “Carols round the Tree” as a working 
group of the Parish Council. 
Mr Jon Thompson, Chair of the Village Hall Committee, was asked to provide a list of group members, 
which he kindly agreed to do. 
RESOLVED: to authorise payment of £50 to the King’s Head public house to cover electricity costs for the 
tree over the Christmas season. 
M19/11/23 Licence to Install a Planter on the Highway 
The suggestion of installing a planter on the grass triangle at the junction of Headcorn Road and Eastwood 
Road had been included on the Parish Highway Improvement Plan. During discussion, concern was 
expressed that installation would create a blind spot for traffic turning out of Eastwood Road. 
RESOLVED: not to proceed with an application for a licence to install a planter. 
M20/11/23 Insurance Cover for Cyber Attack 
Following the Chairman’s attendance at a recent conference, the Parish Council had requested a quotation 
for cyber attack insurance cover. 
RESOLVED: to enquire if contracting out information technology (IT) administrative support to a 
commercial organisation would provide sufficient protection against an attack. 
M21/11/23 Application for Kent County Council Community Transport Grant 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to enquire if any grant awarded would need to be match funded. 
RESOLVED: to authorise the Clerk to make an application for a grant for the 59 bus service over the next 
financial year. 



Grafty Gourmet 
 

This is great Christmas drink, simple to make and ideal on those cold Winter nights. 

 

 

SPICED CLEMENTINE MULLED WHISKEY 

 

Serves 4 

 
600ml of ginger beer 

150ml of freshly squeezed clementine juice, 

 plus clementine slices to garnish 

2 tablespoons of honey 

2 cinnamon sticks 

5 cloves 

pinch of allspice 

200ml of whisky 

 

 
1. Tip the ginger beer, clementine juice, honey, cinnamon sticks, cloves and allspice 

into a saucepan, and bring to a simmer over a low heat. Cook for 5 minutes to warm 

through. 

 

 

2. Remove from the heat and stir in the whisky. Divide between four heatproof glasses 

or mugs, drop in a few clementine slices and serve. 
 

 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/honey-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cinnamon-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/clove-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/whisky-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/review/five-best-saucepans


 



 

 
 

Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way 

 

The Family Stone   
  

Friday December 8th   

Performance begins 19.30, doors open 19.00 
Running time 1hr 39 mins, PG, director Thomas Bezucha.  

 
Christmas is coming and it’s time to celebrate it with The Family Stone (2005) and an all-star 

cast including Sarah Jessica Parker, Dermot Mulroney, Diane Keaton, Claire Danes, Craig T. 

Nelson, Luke Wilson and Rachel McAdams. In this comedy drama, Everett Mulroney, with his 

career blossoming in Wall Street, takes his high-flying girlfriend Meredith home for Christmas 

to introduce her to his family in rural Connecticut. He has the best of intentions but trouble 

looms bigtime. The unconventional family doesn’t take to the uptight Meredith, despite her 

best efforts to deal with its eccentricities and hostility. In despair she summons the help of 

her sister Julie – but that help doesn’t quite work the way Meredith expects. Everett had 

intended this to be the best Christmas ever. And perhaps it will be...  come along and find 

out, we’ll have mulled wine alongside our usual refreshments, plus complimentary mince 

pies! 

 

An extended family issue pops up with the inimitable Indiana Jones whose goddaughter 

Helena turns up in Indiana Jones and the Dial of Destiny, which we’ll now be showing on 

Friday 12th January, after having been delayed from November. What better way to celebrate 

the new year! Welcome back, Indy. 

 

Please get in touch for more information or to join our mailing list.  

Admission: members £4, non-members £5, under 16 £2, under 5 free. 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 



Link Word Puzzle - Answers at the back (don’t look first!) 
 

 Word 1 Word 2 Word 3 Answer 

1 Bed Box Haste Post 

2 Bernard George Patron  

3 Brown Hug Teddy  

4 Airline Automatic Light  

5 Brown House Real  

6 Acute Grinder Right  

7 Begging Chain Opener  

8 Bank Line Stage  

9 Saturday Sink Soup  

10 Arms Birthday Day  

11 Direct Packed Replay  

12 Big Cart Rotten  

13 Dry Foot Gut  

14 Card Dirty Hat  

15 Birth Time Trade  

16 Blow Cleaner Dream  
 
 

 

 Find the missing word? 

1 ______ Ted, Sitcom about Priests on Craggy Island 

2 _____ Reaction, A 1986 chart topper for Diana Ross 

3 
Barry _____, American soul singer, nickname The Walrus of 

Love 

4 _____ Harrison, Country File reporter 

5 Soap ______, Corrie & Emmerdale  

6 _______ and Lola, Children's cartoon series 

7 Ripping _____, 1970s Michael Palin series 

8 _______ Benjamin, Former  TV presenter, now Politician 

9 Heidi ____, Americas Got Talent judge 

10 _________ Spirit, 1990s medical sitcom 

 

 



Grafty Green Gardening Club  

 Program of Events 2023 
 

Date Speaker/Event Topic 

January 10 
Dr Mick Lynn and 
AGM 

Which came first the Bee or the 
Flower 

February 7 Steven Harmer The story of Plant Hunting  

March 7 Kevin Tooher 
Getting the best out of 
Composting 

April 4 
Caroline Halfpenny 
and Spring show 

A Gardener’s response to Climate 
Change. 

Saturday April 29 10 am Plant sale on the Green 

Sunday May 14 Coach outing to Leonards Lee  

June 6 Outing to Faversham – Edible Culture 

July 4 Outing to Elmside, Ulcombe -  Rhian Banham’s Garden 

Sunday August 
13 

Coach outing to Hyde Hall 

September 5 
Victoria Golding and 
Autumn show 

Marden Meadow 

September 
8,9,10 

Weekend away in Dorset, staying in Weymouth, visit 
Chawton House and Gardens, Abbotsbury, Athelhampton 
House and Garden  and Holme Gardens 

October 3 
Ylva Blid-
Mackenzie, 
Madrona Nursery 

Designing a Perennial Boarder 

November 7 Christine Bartlett Healthy House Plants, Happy Home 

December 5 Social – wine and cheese with slide-show 

 
On December 5th we are having our Christmas Social Evening with a slide show, this 
is always a very jolly event and we look forward to catching up with you all at 7.30 in 
the Village Hall. 
 
Last month's talk on house plants was very good and I am sure we all learned 
something from Christine's wide knowledge of these plants and having our questions 
answered afterwards accompanied by tea, coffee and biscuits! 
 
Looking forward, our AGM and talk by Joe Archer entitled (From KEW to Kent) will be 
held on 9th January. The Committee members have put together a very interesting 
and varied program of events for 2024. Details available on the night. 
 
 



Jobs for the month ideas: 
 
Winter digging and adding compost. 
 
Clean paths and lawns of leaves and debris 
 
Pile leaves up in a quiet corner for hibernating creatures 
 
Repair sheds and fences 
 
Prune ornamental plants, fruit trees and bushes. 
 
Finally, Don't be too tidy in the garden in order to provide plenty of seeds for the birds 
to feed on and winter shelter for insects. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Yoga Classes in Grafty Green Village Hall with Sue Burch 

 

Monday mornings 9.30 to 11  

Wednesday evenings 7 – 8.30  

Thursday mornings 9.30 – 11  

Last class this year 14th December 

To join a class or for more details please call Sue Burch on  

07803 962339.  

New Year classes start Wednesday 3rd January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

D.FLISHER ROOFING  
   

Free winter check on roofs  

Roofing repairs, ridge & hips 

checked  

      

 Moss cleaned off roofs 

Gutters & window frames 

cleaned 

 

        Chimneys re-pointed 
 

Call Dave for a quote on  

01622 850659 or 07941 324286 



 
 



 

Christian Message December 2023 

One of the strange things about writing Village Mag articles is that because the 

submission date is so early for some of our mags, I am writing for December and 

thinking about Christmas whilst in late October.  This is particularly ironic this year 

because the news is full of unholiness in the supposedly Holy Land.  Hamas has 

committed atrocities killing Jews including children, and now Israel is bombing Gaza 

like the civilians don’t matter.  I wonder where we will have got to by the time you are 

reading this article? 

In December we remember Christmas and at Christmas we remember the coming of 

the Prince of Peace.  Let’s remember that He was born into an occupied war zone, and 

was eventually killed by the army.  It might seem an unpromising start for a Prince of 

Peace? 

And yet peace is what we all long for.  I have been so struck by a teenaged Israeli girl 

who had lost relatives in the initial atrocity.  She was interviewed by a BBC reporter 

who was trying to get her to say that she wanted revenge.  She didn’t.  She paused 

and said that she didn’t want revenge: she wanted peace.  Here from the mouth of a 

Jewish teenager is a glimpse of the message of the Prince of Peace! 

We also long for personal peace: peace within.  I was reflecting this morning how, 

although I’ve made all sorts of bad decisions in my life, my decision to accept this Jesus, 

whose birth we celebrate at Christmastime, into my life at the age of 17, is 

unquestionably the BEST decision I ever made.  I know the church can be frustrating, 

but the meaning and love and peace that I have known, through good times and bad, 

as a result of that decision have always carried me through.  I am deeply grateful. 

So as Christmas comes, celebrate this Prince of Peace, receive Him (perhaps once 

more) into your hearts and lives, and pray with me that this horribly divided world 

sees peace and justice, and healing and wholeness emerging. 

Peace be with you. 

Revd. John P. Huggins (01622 850280) 
 
 
 



Len Valley Benefice December 2023  
 

 

 

 

  

Everybody is welcome  
 

 

 
Sunday 3rd December 
   9.30am Boughton Malherbe: Holy 
Communion (BCP) 
   9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church 
11.00am Harrietsham: Family friendly 
Morning Worship 
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 6th December 
  9.30am Lenham:  Holy Communion 
(BCP) 
11.00am Prayers @ Chippendayle 
Lodge 
 
Sunday 10th December 
  9.30am Harrietsham:  Holy 
Communion 
  9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church 
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion 
11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
  3.30pm Boughton Malherbe: Choral 
Evensong 
 
Saturday 16th December 
  3.00pm  Lenham:  Messy Carols 
  5.30pm  Harrietsham:  Carols by 
Candlelight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday 17th 
December 
  9.30am Harrietsham:  Holy 
Communion 
  9.30am Lenham: Christmas Breakfast 
Church 
11.00am Ulcombe: Holy Communion 
  3.30pm Boughton Malherbe: Carols 
by Candlelight  
 
  5.30pm  Lenham: Carols by 
Candlelight  
 
Tuesday 19th December 
  7.00pm  Ulcombe:  Carols by 
Candlelight 
 
Sunday 24th December 
  3.30pm Boughton Malherbe:  Crib 
Service 
11.15pm Lenham: Midnight Holy 
Communion 
11.15pm Harrietsham: Midnight Holy 
Communion 
 
Monday 25th December 
  10.00am Boughton Malherbe: 
Christmas Holy Communion 
  10.30am Ulcombe:  Christmas Holy 
Communion 
  11.00am  Harrietsham: Christmas 
Holy Communion 
  11.00am  Lenham: Christmas Holy 
Communion 
 
Sunday 31st December 
  11.00am Lenham: Benefice 
Christmas Carol Celebration 



 

 
 



 
Emergency and  Help Contact Details 

 
Police, Fire and Ambulance  Emergencies                   999 
Police, Non-Emergency - (Including PCSO …………..)        101 
 
Ambulance 999 note: an  aed ‘public access defibrillator’ is sited and available 24/7 

at the premises (in porch) of A.W. Court in Headcorn road.   Ambulance 999 control 
centre will give 999 callers the lock code, if appropriate, to access the defibrillator. 

 
 
NHS Medical Helpline            111 
Maidstone & Pembury Hospitals                      0845 155 1000 

William Harvey Hospital                       01233 633331 
Headcorn Surgery          (out of hours listen to -                    01622 890294 
Lenham Surgery                     recorded messages)                       01622 858341 
 
Electricity (UK Power Networks)           
  Emergencies and Power Cuts        0800 783 8866  
         or 01243 508866 
 
Water  Emergencies          0333 000 0002 
Southern Water Foul and Waste Water drainage/Flooding             0330 303 0368 
Calor Gas Emergencies           08457 444999 

KCC   Emergencies          03000 41 41 41 
  Highways          03000 41 81 81  
 
KCC Community Wardens: 
 
Local warden – Stuart Ellesmere            07969 583923 
District Support – Dawn Riach- Brown        07773 397125 
 
Fire      General Enquiries            01622 692121 
 Home Safety Visits          0800  923 7000 
  
R.S.P.C.A     Emergencies                                     0300 1234 999  
Vet             24 Hour Pet Emergency Treatment Service         01622 734555 

 
Maidstone Borough Community Protection - 01622 602202 – Bonfires, crime, dogs, domestic 
abuse, loan sharks, noise, pests and protection orders 
 
Environmental Services – 01622 602162 – Fly tipping, Street cleaning, Litter, Bins, dead 
animals 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 


