Haltwhistle Town Council Meeting 
7th April 2025
APPROVED MINUTES
	Interests
	Present 


	Cllr A Sharp
Cllr M Ridley
Cllr A Cheverst
	Cllr S Nixon
Cllr K Teasdale
Cllr G Heppell
	Cllr J Sheils
Ms Emma Ackroyd - Clerk
2 members of the public 8 

	
	64/25
	Apologies for Absence: Received and accepted from Cllrs D Rogan-Mackie, S Dalglish & Cllr I Hutchinson

	
	-
	Tribute to David Hardy: A tribute was delivered in memory of David Hardy, former Council Chair, recognising his 30 years of service and commitment to the town. A minute’s silence was observed. The funeral is scheduled for Friday 11th April at 2pm, Methodist Church. A tribute will be published in the Hexham Courant and local notices.

	
	65/25
	Public Questions: No public questions were received.

	
	66/25
	Declarations of Interest: Members were reminded to declare interests at relevant points.

	
	67/25
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2025 were approved. 
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell Seconded: Cllr A Sharp

	
	68/25
	Matters Arising: Any arising matters were addressed under corresponding agenda items.

	
	69/25
	Grounds Report: 
69/25.01 The scheduled Grounds meeting was postponed; a new date is to be arranged. 
69/25.02 Public Seating & Bus Shelters – 
Bins and benches repaired or installed. 
Damaged bin by Alston Arches to be relocated. NCC bin collection confirmed unaffected
£300 contribution to Christmas lights has been sent after agreement at previous meeting. Lights ordered. 
69/25.03 Footpaths, Lighting & Amenities – 
Trees by the burn surveyed, to be monitored. 
Dog poo bags to be reordered. 
Muddy paths to Post Office raised with NCC. 
Solar lighting for Comb Hill discussed. 

	

	70/25
	Northumberland County Council Report: Cllr Hutchinson's report relayed. Asset transfer progressing. Pothole repairs on Meadow Grange substandard; NCC to be contacted.

	
	71/25
	Police Report: Several local incidents were reported, including anti-social behaviour, a criminal damage case in Fairhill, and complaints of inconsiderate parking in Park Village. Youth disorder under the bypass was noted, but no further complaints have been received following police visits. Police are scheduled to attend a community meeting on 23rd April at the Library, and member of the public are encouraged to attend where possible.

	
	72/25
	Neighbourhood Plan: Draft delayed; 2nd May meeting cancelled due to elections. New date to be arranged.

	
	73/25
	Borderlands Update: £200,000 allocated for swimming pool plant room. Further allocations under discussion; priority on signage and shopfronts.




	
	74/25
	Monthly Councillor Surgery: Held 22nd March by Cllrs G Heppell, S Nixon, and M Ridley. Topics included housing and access. 
Next surgery 26th April.

	JS
	75/25
	Chamber of Trade Report: Christmas lights competition with school; the Chamber will fundraise to support the initiative. Rent increases causing concern. Partnership discussing possible property acquisition.

	
	76/25
	National Park Authority Representation: Cllr A Cheverst to represent Haltwhistle. 
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell Seconded: Cllr J Sheils

	
	77/25
	Local Transport: Concerns over E122 bus schedule. Proposal to invite Stagecoach to future meeting.

	AS
	78/25
	Planning Applications: 23/04572/VARYCO discussed and approved. 
Proposed: Cllr J Sheils Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale

	
	79/25
	Grant Requests: £250 grant awarded to the Hannah Lucy Stage School. Proposed: Cllr A Sharp Seconded: Cllr M Ridley

	
	80/25
	Financial Matters: Reports reviewed and approved. 
Proposed: Cllr A Cheverst Seconded: Cllr G Heppell

	
	81/25
	Joint Burial Committee: Meeting of 21st March discussed.

	AS MR
	82/25
	Swimming & Leisure Centre: Reopening scheduled for Saturday 19th April. The facility has undergone necessary preparations ahead of the new season, with improvements supported in part by the Borderlands funding for the plant room.

	
	83/25
	Media & Press: Tribute to David Hardy proposed for publication.

	
	84/25
	Bi-annual Market: No recent updates available.

	
	85/25
	Correspondence: Received correspondence noted (Appendix 3).

	
	86/25
	Any Other Business: Tynedale Hospice June event invite noted.

	
	87/25
	Confidential Matters: Resolution passed to exclude public. 
Proposed: Cllr M Ridley Seconded: Cllr G Heppell. 
Brief updates were provided on both the Staffing and Joint Burial Committees. Matters discussed included recent roles, it was noted that the Council is seeking to appoint an Assistant Clerk. Interviews will be arranged and conducted by the Staffing Committee.

	
	88/25
	Dates of Next Meetings: Annual Town Meeting – 6 May, 7pm. Room 3 Library 
Town Council – 12 May, 6.30pm. Room 3 Library
Grounds Meeting – 28 April, 10am. Clerks office
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