IRCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 30th October 2019 at Village Hall, School Road, Irchester at 7.15p.m.





Members Present:



P Armstrong – In the Chair

Councillors

Miss L Brown
P Smith 

Mr D May
A May
V Wilkinson
T Maguire
JP Carr


A Drage

K Watts


J Dunkley
The meeting started at 7.15pm. There was 6 members of the public present.
Apologies -   Agreed and Accepted from Cllr R Elliott, D Shroll, M May L Ellis Day & NCC Cllr Griffiths
19/57
Public participation
Issues were raised regarding the trees and parking bays along Farndish Road.  Trees were not being maintained and several problems had also arisen with pigeons. One of the street lights had been turned off by NCC in an area where an island was situated which caused a safety issue in the dark.  Parking bays were not swept out or kept clean.  Reported the issues to fixmystreet several times but advised no action to be taken. NCC Councillor has also been notified of the concerns.
TM to contact Norse re Road Sweeper, Clerk to write to NCC.
Chair and Cllr Smith thanked for attending the NHW AGM.

Light in Arkwright Road vegetation.

Potholes in Station Road.

Query was raised regarding why items were Exclusive to Public and Press and advised it is where councillors needed to have a discussion on Private and Confidential matters.

Police report sent to councillors prior to the meeting. 
19/58 
Declaration of Interest

A May & D May Prejudicial interest Re Parsons Hall Agenda item 19/67 & 19/69 
P Armstrong & L Brown Prejudicial interest in Village Hall 19/67 a)

19/59
Minutes
The minutes from 25th September 2019 were agreed as a true record
19/60
Actions/Matters from previous minutes
· Policies on to website

· Village Voice policy sent to councillors – agenda item

· Fixmystreet problems reported

· Risk Assessment package ordered

· Signs for parks ordered

· Street light reported

· Printer re boxes – arrangements made for an annual supply
19/61
Financial Matters

a) Approval of Payments – Resolved: That the payments of £9,045.24 for October 2019 be approved and £30,000 be transferred to the Nationwide savings account.
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b) Current financial statement £158,235.90 – sent to councillors prior to the meeting.  
c) RESOLVED that Cllr P Armstrong and L Brown to authorise the bacs payments for October 2019
d) RESOLVED that the wording for the Standing Orders Working Party/Advisory Groups 3 Meetings Generally d) xiii to read ‘Advisory Groups/Working Parties will send a list of recommended actions to Councillors before the next full council meeting’
19/62
Recreation Grounds
a) Nothing to report regarding damage to the play areas in Irchester however in Little Irchester the wetpore has been damaged and the screws have been loosened on the swings.  This has happened twice and the police have been informed of the concern.  The annual inspection for the play areas due to be carried out in the next few weeks.
b) Discussion took place regarding the purchasing of a litter bin for Austin Close.  It was RESOLVED to purchase a clearance bin for £218.00 plus VAT if still available.  The Clerk was given delegated powers to purchase the same bin for £315.00 plus VAT if required and arrange for installation.
c) Discussion took place regarding the dog signs for the play areas and it was agreed to obtain a further quote for the next pc meeting.
19/63
Highways – 
a) RESOLVED to purchase a grit bin and salt for the alleyway from the High Street to the Village Hall Car Park at a cost of  approximately £250.00

b) RESOLVED to purchase 2 sets of batteries for the VAS signs at a cost of £130.80
19/64
Little Irchester/Knuston
a) It was stated that Hilton Hall was being renovated and was owned by Buddist Monks.
19/65
Cemetery/War Memorial
The headstone testing in the cemetery was carried out at the beginning of October and 31 headstones had been staked as needing attention.  A further 34 headstones had been noted as collapsing naturally.  The Clerk, Chair and Cllr Carr had attended a cemetery maintenance course which had highlighted several legal requirements regarded in the transferring of cemetery plots.  The current paperwork and procedures in place met current legislation requirements.  Councillors were asked for a copy of the flow chart regarding transfer.
19/66
Planning

· WP/19/00564/ADV Proposal: Display of 1 x illuminated hanging sign, 1 x non-illuminated signwritten display, 1 x illuminated gable board and 2 x non-illuminated amenity boards Location: Carpenters Arms, 88 High Street, Irchester, - Irchester pc have reservations regarding added signage and the pc and would welcome the view from the conservation officer regarding this with regard to the view of the grade 1 listed church
19/67
Community/Consultation Events
P Armstrong and L Brown left the meeting Cllr Maguire took the chair
a) A request was received from the Village Hall Committee in respect of a grant towards the repair of the hall roof.  After discussion it was RESOLVED to pay £1020 towards the repair.  PA & LB returned to the meeting.  Cllr Armstrong in the Chair
b) Suggested items for the Village Voice were recipe, book review and children’s page. Details to be sent to the co-ordinator for insertion in the next edition if space available.
c) The Village Voice policy was sent to councillors – it was suggested to meet with VV co-ordinators to discuss further.
d) Details had been received from Parsons Hall regarding the replacing of two external doors, one under the stage and the other being the fire exit on the same side of the building.  It was agreed that this was acceptable.
e) A request had been received from the Scout Group asking if they could donate planters in the village.  No further information was available so item to be added to a future agenda
f) Information was received regarding the Remembrance Day Services.  Help was requested on the day to hand out programmes.  Refreshments will be available from the Reachout Church after the service in Irchester.  The BCW Mayor will attend the service at Little Irchester in the afternoon.
g) It was decided that the theme for the Christmas tree festival in the church would be ‘In the Bleak Mid Winter’ with icicle decorations being donated and the battery lights.  An allowance of £50.00 was allocated for further decorations.
19/68
Correspondence
NCALC – paper on Unitary Councils
Information regarding the dates for the Ditchford bridge strengthening programme.
NCC representative would be attending a future meeting to discuss the impact on traffic once the Chowns Mill roundabout works take place.
19/69
Exclusive to public and press
RESOLVED: That pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press is excluded from the meeting for the item of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
Library – The proposed lease had been sent to councillors and a few items for clarification from the council solicitor was requested.
Parsons Hall – The Youth Centre Trust lease – no update received
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45  pm



Chair
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