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 TEMPLE EWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Andy Howard-Grigg  Tel: 01304 361774

Merleigh, Northbourne Road, Great Mongeham, Deal, Kent CT14 0HJ

Email: Clerk@TempleEwellParishCouncil.gov.uk                                                                                 Website: templeewellparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Temple Ewell Parish Council     Twitter: @EwellPC
Minutes of the Temple Ewell Parish Council Meeting held at Temple Ewell Lower Village Hall on Tuesday 30 June 2026, commencing at 7.15pm
2627/036. Present: Cllr’s Mrs A Newington, C Lynch, Dr M Parks, Dr L Schoeb, S Wilson, M Bowman In attendance: current Clerk (A Howard-Grigg) & forthcoming Clerk, Ms. E Arnold, No members of the public. 
2627/037. Apologies for absence: Cllr’s Prescott & Bateman.
2627/038. Declarations of Interest. None
2627/039. Approval of Minutes in relation to the Meeting held 26 May 2026.
The minutes were adopted as a true record. Proposed by Cllr. Lynch and seconded by Cllr. Mrs Newington.
2627/040. Chairman’s announcements. Interviews were held with 2 potential Parish Clerk replacements and a decision made to offer the role to Emily Arnold who already undertakes 3 Parish Clerk jobs. Emily has accepted the position and will commence work on 1 August 2026.
2627/041. Reports from Committees.

Allotments – No report; next meeting 5 July.
Events – No report.
Finance – No Report. 
Social Media – The website hadviewings of 181 in June while Facebook had 1104 viewings with 315 of the forthcoming village roadworks details. 
2627/042. Reports from the Clerk.

a) Local Police Crime Report. 7 crimes in the village reported in April. 3 in Lydden & 13 in River.
b) KCC Pension Fund. The fund was terminated on 31 December 2018 and confirmation received on 12 June 2026 that no additional exit funding payment is due.
c) Planning Enforcement re 1 Malvern Meadow. DDC have advised that no action can be taken regarding the failure of the extension brickwork to match that of the original building as stated within the planning application. This is because the DDC planning approval document did not contain this requirement.

d) King George V Playing Field Multi-Play unit wooden tunnel. This was removed due to rotting wood and a quotation for replacement of £1928.10 has been received. Given the cost & current financial position it was agreed to defer a decision to make the replacement until after the next annual play equipment inspection report is received in February 2027.

e) King George’s Field Charity. The Kent Community Foundation Grant application for £2000 to assist with the cost of the playing field refurbishments has been declined due to high levels of demand, meaning that they have been unable to support many strong applications including our own.
f) London Road Bus Shelter replacement. No update has been received from KCC Cllr. Paul King who indicated at the last meeting that he would chase DDC. Cllr. Dr Schoeb agreed to contact DDC Cllr. David Beaney in an effort to establish when the bus shelter will be replaced.

g) Local Government Membership Register. DDC have now confirmed that all Councillor home addresses have been removed from public viewing in line with Section 32A of the Localism Act 2011. 
h) A local resident has expressed concerns regarding dangerous parking that would impact on access for emergency services on Church Hill. It was agreed that a discussion would be held with KCC Highways at the next HIP meeting to see if anything can be done to improve the situation.
2627/043. Planning Applications reviewed by Sub-Committee. None.
2627/044. Planning Decisions made by Dover District Council.
a) 26/00355 Single storey side extension, 1 Courtland Drive, Kearsney - Granted.
2627/045. Planning Applications reviewed by full Council. None.
2627/046. KCC Highways – installation of additional “unsuitable for HGV’s” signage. It was agreed to decline the sign installation given the cost of £645.37 to the Parish Council and the likely very minor reduction in HGV’s using High Street & Lower Road as usage cannot be legally enforced. 
2627/047. Approval of Payments and Bank Reconciliation for May 2026. Approval proposed by Cllr. Dr. Schoeb and seconded by Cllr. Wilson Unanimously approved.
2627/048. Temple Ewell Speedwatch scheme. Two additional volunteers have come forward; however, the Parish Council is still considerably short of the minimum Kent Police requirement of six trained members. The provision of speed awareness mobile signage was discussed, however given the high costs it was agreed to consider a purchase within the budget for 2027/28.
2627/049. Refurbishment of King George V Playing Field embankment area. The works are due to commence towards the end of July. Installation of Waste Recycling Bins was discussed, and it was agreed a decision on the style of bins will be made at the next Parish Council Meeting. Clerk to review the types of bins at Kearsney Abbey and obtain price estimates.
2627/050. Request to install an additional tree at Dragon Wood. Branching Out have asked to install a Monkey Tree at Dragon Wood. This was provisionally agreed subject to confirmation that an appropriate tree is installed at a location decided by the Parish Council and that Branching Out will maintain the tree.
2627/051. Tree removals from a field next to Scotland Common. This has been reported to KCC as within the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty who have contacted the DDC Tree Officer who will this week review the site and try to establish the reason for the removal of a line of trees from Scotland Common towards the top of Church Hill Road.
2627/052. Any other business.

a) Temple Ewell Primary School PE Teacher has thanked the Council for ensuring that the sports pitches at King George’s Field are regularly marked out.
b) It was agreed to provisionally have the annual Village Footpath Walk on Sunday 13 September.
c) The new entrance to the Agricultural Barn on London Road and the dire condition of the upper part of the Public Right of Way leading to the Madeline Watson Allotments were discussed. The Clerk advised that he had recently chased KCC regarding the repairs required to the footpath.
d) An email had been received from Temple Ewell Primary School Deputy Headmaster, Nicholas Robbins apologising for not being able to attend the meeting and thanking various Councillors, Parish Clerk and the Parish Council for their continuing engagement and support to the Primary School.  
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.22 pm.
The next meeting is on 28th July at 7.15pm.
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