MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, JULY 8TH, 2024 AT 7.30P.M. IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Present: Vice Chaiman I. Moss, S. Pattle, J. Waltham, J. Westbrook Clerk S. Harris
Six members of the public

	165.a
	To Receive Apologies:
Apologies were received from Dorset Cllr. Vitali, A. Harris and R. Carson


	165.b
	Confirmation of Minutes of Last Meeting:
The minutes of the last meeting held on 19th June were approved and signed, having been circulated previously.


	165.c
	Matters Arising Therefrom:
· Register of Interest declarations now all in place on Dorset Council and 
Parish Council website; new members will need to complete theirs now.
· Planning Result: Granted by Dorset Council
Application no: P/HOU/2024/02789
Location: The Bakehouse, Golden Hill, Stourton Caundle, DT10 2JW
Proposal: Erect single storey extensions and alterations (demolish existing conservatory.)


	165.d

	Declarations of Interest:
N/A


	
	
OPEN FORUM
Members of the Village Hall Committee present questioned why the Parish
 Council was involving itself in a meeting about an alternative option for funding a new hall, rather than replacing the roof. 
This had been suggested at the last council meeting and an informal meeting chaired by the Village Hall and attended by members of the Village Hall Committee, Parish Council had been arranged for the 15th of July.  Jacquie Cuff, who is sponsored by DEFRA will be in attendance to explain the options for possibly funding a new hall by building a mix of affordable and market housing. This was intended as an early exploration to find out facts with no intention of making decisions; the Parish Council are not driving this option and the Village Hall Committee would be making any final decisions.
The next step  would be a survey of the whole village to see if there is a demand for new housing, backed up by a public meeting where the facts could be presented. There is a new DEFRA  initiative to try and relieve the shortage of rural housing for people on low salaries who need to live near their work. (This would need to be carefully managed to avoid properties being sold on to speculators.)
It was noted that the PC would not support any housing development and new village hall proposal unless there was a demand from the village for new affordable homes and there was a preference from the village for a new village hall to replace the existing hall.
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165.e
	
MAIN AGENDA

TO APPROVE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (NALC) CO-OPTION POLICY AND PROCEDURES
J. Westbrook proposed and S. Pattle seconded to approve and retain for guidance.

CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS
Mr. John Pritchett and Mr. Robert Carson were co-opted to fill the two vacancies, proposed by J. Waltham and seconded by S. Pattle.

PLANNING:
APPLICATION NO: P/VOC/2024/03234
LOCATION: The Beeches, Rowden Mill Lane, Stourton Caundle, DT10 2JT
PROPOSAL: Erect agricultural workers dwelling and garage (without compliance with condition 1 of planning permission 2/88/0491/53 – to remove the agricultural occupancy condition following approval of P/CLE/2024/01609 to continue use of the dwelling as unrestricted C3 dwelling.
The property was built with an agricultural restriction in 1999, which has now been breached for the last ten years. A Certificate of Lawfulness has now been allowed ref 01609 and the application 03234 is to remove the restriction in its entirety, resulting in the value of the property increasing to its full market value. The Parish Council strongly objected to the application 01609  but it was granted by Dorset Council.  In the light of this approval and the similar history of the building next to The Beeches,  J. Waltham proposed, seconded by J. Westbrook not to oppose the application.

PLANNING:
APPLICATION NO: P/TRC/2024/03440
LOCATION: The Old Forge, Golden Hill, Stourton Caundle, DT10 2JR
PROPOSAL: Reduce the height of the hedge by 500mm
T1 – Lawsons Cypress – Fell to ground level
T2 – Holly – fell to ground level
T3 – Weeping Pear – Crown raise by 500mm with pruning cuts not exceeding 50mm in diameter
H2 – Monterey Cypress and Leyland Cypress – Fell to ground level
T4 – Copper Beech – Fell to ground level
G1 – Leyland Cypress. Fell to ground level
This application is for a large number of overgrown trees mostly at the rear of the property. J. Waltham warned that there could be an increase in flood water running down through the garden.
Members felt a lot of care appeared to be going into the garden going forward and agreed to support the  proposal by J. Westbrook and seconded by S. Pattle

PLAY AREA REPORT
Damaged Activity Tower in play area. To discuss replacement parts and arrangements for installation.
Further arrangements for equipment and installation.

The Parish Council have obtained quotations to replace the broken parts of the equipment which are in the region of £4,000.  Whilst the Parish Council are happy to meet these costs it has come to our attention that the existing equipment is being misused.  We have received reports of adults climbing on the equipment, older children climbing to the top of the basket swing and sitting on the frame.  This is clearly a danger given the height of the frame.  There have also been incidents of the glass in greenhouses being broken, fences damaged, private property climbed on and produce stolen from the neighbouring allotments.  We have also recently received reports of the safety matting being damaged/removed and all of the safety signs which have been erected have been torn, damaged and some removed.  These were erected purely for the safety of those using the equipment. 
This behaviour is unacceptable and until there has been a marked improvement in such behaviour the funds allocated to fix the broken parts of the play equipment will not be expended by the Parish Council.  This could result in the play area being removed in its’ entirety which would be a loss for those members of the village who do use it in the correct manner.
The jumps in the BMX area are to be removed following a ROSPA inspection as they no longer consider them safe to use.  We are considering the best way forward for this area subject to the above.
Report to be published in the Caundler Magazine and on village facebook pages.

J. Waltham proposed, seconded by S. Pattle to defer ordering replacement parts pending an improvement in behaviour and more co-operation from parents. The alternative is to remove all the equipment or close the play-area completely.

GRASS CUTTING
Grass has not been cut at all in June, the one cut in April has been paid for and two cuts in May on invoice no. 1968 to be approved at this meeting. Mr. Wavish has offered to cut the grass having noticed how untidy it has become. 

J. Westbrook proposed, seconded by J. Waltham to pay the May invoice 1968 but not terminate the contract until discussion with Mr. Wavish has taken place.
All agreed.

STATE OF FINANCES AS AT 8TH JULY 2024

	TOTAL OF LLOYDS CURRENT ACCOUNT BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 19th JUNE 2024 

LESS PAYMENTS APPROVED AT THE MEETING ON 19TH JUNE AND PAID ON 26.06.24
Mrs. J. Wardell (Internal Audit)             £  40  00                                                       
Playsafety ROSPA Inspection              £ 117  60
LLOYDS CURRENT BALANCE
Agrees with Statement 01.07.24
	£
	£
12,712  49






12,554  89


	Payments to approve at the meeting
K. M. Dike Grass Cutting inv. No 1968 
Cuts 2 and 3                                            352  40           
Approved J. Waltham and J. Pritchett
Mr Moss has opened a savings account with £1               
At Lloyds. Next meeting to discuss transfers.
	
	









	
165.f
	
ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
List on file of circulated e-mail.
Letter to Barclays sent on 21/06/24 re closing the account, no response to date.

	
165.g
	
MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION OR NEXT AGENDA
Grit bin installation.
Meeting with PCC still to be arranged, clerk will contact D. Jeanes
Andrew Probets now taken over from Justin Neely re flooding meeting, clerk to contact.
Clerk to investigate Electricity Cut on 7th August. 


	
165.h
	
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting has been planned for Tuesday, 23rd July 2024


	
165.i
	
TIME OF CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8.45p.m.
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