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STOCKTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Village Meeting  

Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 6.30pm 

1. Welcome and Introduction: 

The Chair welcomed attendees and introduced the new Parish Clerk, Karungi Grant. 

Attendance:  

Coucillors A Leng, S Langford-Holt and C Beales 

Karungi Grant, Clerk & RFO 

4 members of the public 

2. Chairman’s Report - Parish Updates 
a. Hedge Maintenance – Plough Cottages 
The hedge along the front of Plough Cottages, previously disputed as not belonging to the Council, 
has now been accepted for maintenance. Wiltshire Council has carried out recent cutting, though 
continued pressure is needed to ensure regular upkeep. 
b. Drainage Issues – Pinchards to Tops 
A new drain installed by Wiltshire Council has not resolved flooding problems. The issue may be 
due to blockage, and arrangements are being made for the county’s vacuum machine to clear the 
system. It was noted that only one specialist unit covers the whole county, making scheduling 
difficult. 
c. Footpath Maintenance 
The footpath beyond Railway Crossing Cottage remains narrow and overgrown. Despite repeated 
requests since September, Wiltshire Council has not provided a date for remedial work. The Council 
continues to press for action. 
d. Graveyard Clean‑ups 
Three volunteer sessions have been held to clear ivy and tidy both churchyards, with good progress 
reported. 

 
3. Police Report 
A summary from Wiltshire Police indicated: 
- 12 crimes recorded in the past year, including six burglaries (mainly sheds and garages) and one 
theft of diesel.   
- No vehicle damage or traffic offences reported.   
- Several non‑crime incidents attended, mainly suspicious activity.   
Recent arrests were noted following a serious incident involving drugs and suspected trafficking. 
Local burglaries reported and residents are encouraged to secure property and consider CCTV. 

 
4. Church Report – St Mary’s 
The vicar’s update confirmed: 
- Completion of major roof repairs following previous lead theft.   
- Ongoing mapping and research of the graveyard.   
- Fundraising continues, with donations received but insufficient to cover full costs due to the end 
of the Listed Places of Worship VAT scheme.   
- A village fête is planned for June to support further fundraising. 
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5. Community Assets – The Carriers Arms 
A letter from the owners was read, outlining the situation regarding the pub’s Asset of Community 
Value (ACV) listing: 
- The formal moratorium period has ended without a community bid.   
- The owners intend to extend community exclusivity until 2028 but may seek removal of the ACV if 
no viable proposal emerges.   
- They remain open to discussions with any interested parties. 
Councillors and residents discussed the matter extensively: 
- A local group had explored purchase options but found the asking price (£375–£400k) unrealistic, 
estimating a fair value nearer £200k given the need for refurbishment.   
- Concerns were raised that the property has not been properly marketed and that the business has 
been intentionally run down.   
- The ACV remains valid and protects the pub’s community status.   
- The group agreed not to pursue purchase but remains supportive of any individual or 
organisation wishing to buy and operate the pub as a viable community venue.   
- It was noted that changes to ACV legislation may strengthen community rights in future. 
6. Planning applications 
PL/2026/00946 was discussed at length and it was expressed that more could be done with prior 
notice for planning applications to give residents a chance to respond.  
It was noted that: 
- the applicants engaged positively with the Parish Council 
- traffic concerns were raised as part of the application and was one of the issues highlighted by the 
Parish Council during the planning consultation and this concern was acknowledged by the 
applicant. 
- it was noted that most Stockton Dairy vehicle movements avoid the village road, generally their 
trucks go through the private road. This was used to reassure residents that the planning proposal 
would not significantly increase traffic through the village. 
 
7. General Discussion 
Residents expressed disappointment at the current lack of a functioning village pub and the impact 
on community life. The Council reaffirmed its support for efforts to restore the Carriers Arms as a 
welcoming local facility. 
 
8. Closing Remarks 
The Chair thanked all attendees for their contributions and noted the importance of continued 
collaboration between residents, the Parish Council, and local authorities to maintain and improve 
village amenities. 

 
Meeting ended at: 8.10pm 


