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Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr N Groom; Cllr A Edmonds			
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr R Aldcroft



ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 15TH JANUARY 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES


1 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman welcomed everyone present to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:30pm.  There was one member of the public present, a representative from the Jubilee Hall.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Cole, Moulson and Fletcher. 
The Hall representative informed the Council that there are no longer enough people on the Committee to be able to run the Hall.  They have been looking for a new Treasurer but no-one has come forward.  They need at least six active members.  There are lots of things that need to be done at the Hall in terms of maintenance with money in the pot, but no-one to organise the repairs. Bookings are down, with people seeming to favour the Cricket Pavilion or the pub for events, although Bingo on the first Monday of each month is proving popular.  Without sufficient members the Hall will have to close on 1st April unless new members can be found.  The Parish Council will submit a piece to be put into the Bradlingstone highlighting the plight of the Hall. 

2	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs  (LGA 1972 s94)
 No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th November 2024  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Groom proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
No items were raised. 

5	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Aldcroft updated the Councillors on upcoming changes to the Planning Committee. Most decisions will be made going forward by delegated authority.  The Government has made changes to the NPPF – housing development figures for Shropshire have been increased. It is likely that Shropshire Council will have to merge with another West Midlands authority as the Government plans to abolish Councils with populations under 500,000.  The financial settlement has not been as bad as expected however the Council still needs to save another £23m next year. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No external meetings have been attended. 



6	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Cllr Edmonds to report a large pothole near the Ridgwardine junction. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
A very large pothole was reported at the Chapel Lane/Beswicks Lane junction. To be reported via FixMyStreet.

c)	Footpaths 						
Nothing to report. 

d)	Road closures
No recent updates to report. 

e)	Street lighting						
The light on the corner of Chapel Lane has a shield around it which could be obscuring more light than necessary on the road.  Councillors wondered if the shield could be reduced in size slightly. To check it again and take forward to March.  
Councillors discussed earmarking some funds to build up a street lighting maintenance fund for future repairs. The LED lights seem to last well however the Councillors acknowledged that repairs will be needed at some point. Cllr Sadler proposed earmarking £2k, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to create earmarked reserve. 

f)	Highways matters
Covered previously.

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
No matters were raised. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
Cllr Moulson is attending her final meeting as Chairman of the Group.  

i)	School update						
Academy status consultation noted. Cllr Cliff to be asked to attend the consultation meeting on 7th February. 

j) 	Local Policing Charter
Cllr Groom proposed submitting the top three priorities as speeding, farm thefts and ‘other’ thefts, seconded by Cllr Edmonds, all agreed. Resolved. 						
7	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters 
NSAC meeting date noted. 
The Council has received notification from the Hall Committee that it has insufficient members to continue. An urgent SOS will be put out in the Bradlingstone to attract new members. If the Committee fails to get new Members the Hall will be forced to close at the end of March. The Councillors were made aware that the Parish Council was gifted the land for the Hall and the Hall was constructed with restrictions for its use placed upon it. It is possible that the Parish Council is a Custodian Trustee for the Hall.  From the document found, it appears that it would not be possible to sell the building for another use.  The Clerk will search through archived records for a copy of the deed of covenant. The Hall has funds for repairs/renovations. The Councillors discussed possible uses for the Hall but noted that bookings are down perhaps because people now use other village venues for events such as the pub and the cricket pavilion.  To take forward. 
Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party noted. To nominate Cllr Moulson to attend. 
Election information from SALC noted. 

8	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
It was noted that some of the trees on the playground may need trimming.  The Clerk has forwarded information from the Tree Department to the Playging Fields Association as this area falls within the Conservation Area. 

b	Playground Steering Group – design update/funding sources to be considered/to acknowledge donations 
Recent donations received were noted with thanks. 
The Councillors discussed the project designs which have been under consideration. They agreed that the project needs a reboot and to rethink the aspirations.  To take forward. 

c	Inspections – Annual; Visual & operational regular – to consider quotes 
The Clerk reported that Shropshire Council is unable to take on any new inspection contracts. Two other quotes have been sourced, one at £75+VAT per inspection, the other at £35+VAT per inspection. Cllr Sadler proposed accepting the quote from Ray Parry Playgrounds to carry out monthly visual and operational inspections, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to instruct.  

d	Playground inspection policy 
To be updated in line with the decision in 8C and will be presented in March for adoption.

d	Risk assessments (Recreation field)
The Clerk confirmed receipt.
9	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
Cllr Edmonds to do a submission to highlight the plight of the Hall. 

b)	Defibrillator – Application for excavation permit
Cllr Eardley to source a contractor with a street works permit in order to install a concrete pad on the verge. 

c)	Strategic objectives policy
To take forward. 

d)	Gov.uk– to agree to purchase a Gov.uk domain name & email addresses – update
The Clerk has chased for an update on the application.  


e)	Training/Employment contract
Cllr Groom proposed approving training courses for the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Edmonds, all agreed. Resolved. To update the contract in line with the new salary rate in March. 			

10	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts
The Clerk presented invoices and salary information for approval.  Cllr   proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr    , all agreed. Resolved.  With the exception of the employee expenses payment and salary adjustment payment, all payments will be done online. 

b) 	Bank reconciliation, cash book and payments and receipts summary
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and reviewed the reconciliation against statements. Cllr Edmonds proposed signing the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Sadler , all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Budget 2025-26 – to review and discuss 
The Councillors reviewed the draft budget. 
Cllr Groom proposed accepting the budget, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Precept request – to agree the 2025-26 precept
Cllr Eardley proposed applying for a precept of £27,233  which is a 6% uplift, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to apply. 

e)	Grant funding application – NIH Cricket Club (defib) – resubmission for consideration if received
The Councillors considered a reviewed application for £415.00.  Cllr Eardley proposed approving the grant request, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	Paddocks Electrical – uncashed payment
The Clerk reported that the cheque issued in November has apparently not been received. Cllr Eardley proposed cancelling the previous cheque and paying online, seconded by Cllr Groom, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/11/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/12/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/11/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/12/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/01/25
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£93.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112(1)

	05/01/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£416.52
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	tbc
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£tbc
	
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	15/01/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£152.70
	1869
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/01/25
	Employee
	Salary expenses
	£124.67
	1870
	LGA 1972 s111

	27/08/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£262.00
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	05/12/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/01/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website 
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	03/12/24
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£106.98
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	06/01/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£97.51
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/12/24
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£35.94
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	11/11/24
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£1.27
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	25/11/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£ 183.94
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	20/11/24
	MedUK
	Defib pads (child)
	£192.00
	Paid online
	Pha 1936 S234

	19/11/24
	Monta
	Car Charging units fee
	£18.43
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/01/25
	SALC
	Training
	£35.00
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/01/25
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£90
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	10/12/24
	SLCC
	Training
	£112.50
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	29/11/24
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£74.84
	
	

	31/11/24
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£80.33
	
	

	19/11/24
	Vendelectric
	Car Charging revenue
	£186.28
	
	



11	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
None received at time of agenda publication
ii)	Decisions:  
24/03675/FUL  (validated: 24/09/2024)
Address:  3 St Chads Way, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

12	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Village Hall
Other items as noted within the Minutes.

13	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.
No matters were raised. 

There being no further items for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9.08pm. 



Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: 12th March 2025
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