Haltwhistle Town Council – Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 4th of August 2025 at 6.30pm
Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor
Time: 6.30pm – 8.50pm
Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Dalglish
Also Present: County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Clerk: Emma Ackroyd

-A presentation from the Older people’s Project took place from 6:00 to 6:30

172/25 Apologies for Absence Cllr A Cheverst and Cllr A Howells.

173/25 Public Questions None received.

174/25 Declarations of Interest None declared.

175/25 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th July 2025 were approved.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved

176/25 Matters Arising from the Minutes None raised

177/25 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising
177/25.01 Grounds Committee Meeting (Appendix 1)
· Wildflower area signage at the Pig Market to be installed and cutting scheduled for October.
· Seesaw part delivered incomplete – Clerk to chase supplier.
· Bin at base of Comb Hill declared beyond repair – to be replaced.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
· Clerk to email NCC to address overgrown area in Memorial Park.
· Request for memorial bench in park approved – Clerk to contact NCC.
· Complaints received about children’s area at Comb Hill not being mown – Clerk to follow up with NCC.
· Mosaic in Memorial Park: NCC offered a new mosaic or flowerbed; community gardens willing to maintain. Cllr D Rogan-Mackie to arrange meeting.
· Footpath overgrowth at Spotted Cow and Lanty’s Lonnen to be chased with Duncan Lovett and Tim Fish.
· Clerk to continue pursuing dropped kerbs and funding for outdoor gym equipment.
177/25.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Repairs progressing; glass replacement for main shelter under investigation. 
177/25.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Clerk to obtain quotes for upgraded solar lighting at Comb Hill.
· County Cllr Mathieson to consider using Members’ Allowance towards lighting.



178/25 Northumberland County Council – Report from County Cllr Rachel Mathieson
· Polling station feedback to be submitted. Members agreed one station at the Methodist Church remains suitable.
· Call for Sites initiative shared – deadline 30th September. Councillors to consider and publicise.
· Caravan at Woodhead Close: Ongoing concern raised. NCC and Karbon Homes engaging with resident.
· Dog warden has visited following reports of fouling.
· Working Men’s Club and Church Hall: Clerk to request NCC serve notice.
· Toilets – temporary units on site; cleaning and placement under review.
· Noticeboard for hospital grounds suggested – to be added to September agenda.

179/25 Police Report 13 crimes reported, 5 relevant to community. Issues included noise, antisocial behaviour, suspected shoplifting and assault. A cannabis farm discovery is under investigation.

180/25 Neighbourhood Plan Cllr S Dalglish and Clerk to progress document for public consultation. Remains council priority.

181/25 Borderlands No meeting held. Petition launched regarding First School site use; support noted.

182/25 Monthly Councillor Surgery Issues raised: dog fouling, overgrown paths.
Next surgery: Saturday 16th August – Cllrs A Sharp, S Dalglish, and S Nixon to attend.

183/25 Planning Applications None.
Other Matters: None discussed.

184/25 Grant Requests
184/25.01 Great North Air Ambulance
£300 pledged to support matched funding.
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved
184/25.02 Haltwhistle Partnership – Older People’s Services
Grant approved.
Proposed: Cllr K Teasdale, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved
School presentation on related work to be scheduled for September meeting.

185/25 Financial Matters
185/25.01–185/25.04: Reports received and accepted.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved
· Clerk to invite Ayesha from Young & Sweet to October meeting for a youth group update.
· Council staff pay increase at 3.2% confirmed.
Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

186/25 Joint Burial Committee
Report received. Trustee change: Cllr M Ridley appointed to replace Karen Little.

187/25 Swimming & Leisure Centre No meeting held. Centre busy with events; pool usage high.

188/25 Haltwhistle Herald
£350 payment approved to support ongoing publication of council-related articles.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr S Dalglish – Approved

189/25 Working Men’s Club
Clerk to request NCC serve Section 215 (Planning) and Building Control notices on WMC and Church Hall.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved

190/25 Media & Press
Updates to be prepared on public toilets and notice to WMC/Church Hall for local press.

191/25 Correspondence
Complaint received re: litter on Park Road, reportedly caused by staff discarding food packaging during meal breaks. Councillors noted the issue and suggested monitoring the area for recurrence and potentially addressing it with the relevant employer if the problem persists.

192/25 Any Other Business
Tyne Valley Woodlands Survey to be added to September agenda.

193/25 Dates of Next Meetings
Grounds Committee – Monday 1st September, 4pm, Library First Floor
Full Council – Monday 1st September, 6.30pm, Library First Floor
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