CHESWARDINE PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:
Cllr Taylor,
Councillors:
Cllr A Thomson; Cllr D Faulkner; Cllr Millard, Cllr N Stallard, Cllr J Hodder
Clerk: 

Mrs M Joyce
Minutes of the Cheswardine Parish Council Meeting held at the 
Parish Hall on Tuesday 12th April 2022
1
Chairman’s welcome, announcements, apologies & public participation 

596
Cllr Taylor welcomed everyone to the Meeting and declared it open at 7:30pm. Apologies were received from Cllr P Stanton and Unitary Cllr R Gittins. There were no members of the public present.


2
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in 
accordance with the Code of Conduct Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 
1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 


3
Co-option of Councillor

No applications have been received. 

4
Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on  15th March 2022  (Local 
Government Act 1972, s12 p41(1) )
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Faulkner proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. Resolved. 

5
Matters arising/action taken from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.

6
Unitary Councillor’s report
 
Cllr Gittins sent his apologies.  He sent word to inform Councillors that the location of the replacement grit bin could be changed if required but not the colour.  He has complained to Airband about the lopping of a branch on the Chipnall Oak Tree. Apparently, they do not check prior to doing work on trees for TPOs. He has recommended that the engineers go on community engagement courses to improve relations with residents when working.  The Clerk was asked to request that Cllr Gittins suggests to Airband that they check for TPOs before working on trees.

7
Housekeeping 

a)
Allotments – Tenancy agreement – Signing (Small holdings & Allotments Act 1908 ss 23,26,42)

Clerk to email PCC and Allotment Society to ask for progress update. 


b)
Social Media – update from Cllr Taylor re PC’s Facebook page

Cllr Taylor reported that he will be finishing the Facebook page this week.  He has posts lined up to go out inc one about the new recycling bins.  


c)
Defibrillators  – Discuss recent usage; Risk assessment locked/unlocked cabinets; 

Cllr Taylor has done some investigation into locked/unlocked cabinets.  He stated that it is important for people to know that not only do the cabinets house defib units there are also kits inside with essential equipment inside such as mouthpieces etc. If the emergency services are called then you are immediately under medical provision.  If the emergency services know a defib has been used it is removed from the Circuit for use. The Guardians are then alerted to update it.  Cllr Taylor asked Cllr Stallard to discuss the matter with the West Midlands Ambulance Service to check whether there is a need to check that each unit is in the right place and that phone reception is good to enable the defibrillator to be identified quickly in an emergency situation.  Cllr Stallard was asked to check exactly what is supposed to happen when a call is placed to WMAS needing to use a defibrillator.  Cllr Taylor gave a report from the NSAC meeting at which defibrillators were discussed.
All of the Cheswardine Parish defibrillator cabinets have starter kits.  Action: To write owner name and postcode on each unit so that it can be returned.  All units have signs displaying grid reference and what3words on them.   

d)
Employment Committee Terms of Reference 

Cllr Taylor and Cllr Thomson have this in hand.  They will be checking to ensure that the employer’s obligations are met. The Clerk highlighted that this, and the contract review, has been an agenda item since the Autumn for review in line with the budgets.  Ideally this should be completed before the new financial year.


e)
Strategic Objectives – update

Councillors reviewed the objectives plan and reported on any progress.  
Cllr Taylor gave an update on wishes for a pebble garden and planting plot for the School.  The two groups need to come to a decision as to what will work for each group.  
Playground 5 year replacement plan: Cllr Hodder has had a meeting with a contractor to establish potential replacement costs.  A list of indicative replacement costs was circulated amounting to c£32k.  Councillors agreed that a gradual replacement plan should be established and financial planning implemented. Cllr Faulkner recommended obtaining more than one set of quotes to work from for forward planning.  Actio: Cllr Hodder to obtain other quotes.

f)
Loss of Clerk protocol
Essential information was handed over to the Chairman for emergency purposes. 

8
Parish Matters 
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a)
To acknowledge & receive written reports from Reps: 

Cllr Taylor reported from NSAC – Helen Morgan MP dropped out of the Meeting at short notice.  Shropshire Council failed to get a bus grant from central Government which was hugely disappointing.  Shropshire Food Poverty Alliance gave a presentation on where people can go to for assistance if they are experiencing hardships. To put the leaflet onto the website. To ask for a box of leaflets to put out and about in the Parish. 

i) 
Cheswardine School    
No report

ii) Parish Hall report  (to inc hearing loop update)
No report

c)
Street lighting – to enable Cllrs to report any issues/ update on replacement column (LGA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301)

No updates or communication from Eon. Still very behind on their jobs outstanding from last year. Action: Clerk to contact the Chief Executive.  


d)
Playing fields /Playground – to enable Councillors to discuss concerns/works ongoing:

i) 
Annual inspection report – to confirm actions completed 

No matters outstanding.

ii) Additional land registration update

No news as yet.


iii)
Charitable status of recreation ground
Clerk will contact the Charity Ccommission.

e)
Grounds maintenance – to report any concerns/issues 

No complaints.

f)
Pebble garden, Brownies’ garden, Planter by bus shelter – to discuss

Covered. No progress.



9
Highways/Environmental Health matters

a)
Highways – to enable Councillors to raise any local concerns/road closures

Planting (bushes/hedgerow) along the roadsides complained about past the Wharf over the bridge. Caravans passing the hedge are catching on it. The general view is that it needs cutting back.  The Clerk raised the bird nesting season ban on hedgecutting from 1st March until the Autumn unless it is causing a particular highway visibility issue.  Action: Cllr Faulkner to report to Highways.  
b)
Speed concerns/Red Barns junc/Moss Fields flooding  – to take forward SC engineer’s suggestions

No update from the engineer to date. Cllr Taylor to contact. 
c)
Chipnall Oak Tree – to enable Cllrs to discuss recent damage

Covered.
d)
Salt bin - update

Following complaints about the new grit bin Cllr Taylor reported that there is a low level salt bin in good condition at the Hall. Cllr Taylor suggested putting this one at the Fox and moving the new salt bin to the Hall.  Councillors agreed to this proposal.
10
Correspondence
To confirm receipt of correspondence circulated by email to inc SALC/NALC bulletins; PG Skips Easter collections emptying schedule update; Boundary review meeting; ICO renewal confirmation; Brownie Hut usage agreement; Local Policing Charter meeting invitation; Western Power grant fund; 

Brownie Hut usage agreement: Cllr Taylor reported that contact has been made regarding an agreement for the use of their hut and suggested that a management agreement might be the way forward rather than a lease agreement.  Cllr Taylor to look at with the Brownies and present a draft version to the Parish Council for consideration. Proposed by Cllr  Taylor, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed.
The Clerk reported a complaint received regarding chickens in the cemetery.  Chickens are currently supposed to be housed during the Asian Flu outbreak and not roaming free.  Matter referred to the Vicar.  

Bowling Club will be submitting a funding application for a disabled ramp in May.
11
Finance
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a)
Cash book, bank reconciliation and budget analysis for information

Copies of bank statements and bank reconciliation and other financial reports were confirmed as having been received and read by the Members. The bank reconciliation was checked against statements for accuracy and duly signed off. The accounts have been prepared to the year end position.
Cllr Taylor ran through the year’s costs, income and expenditure.   The asset register has been updated to include the new equipment which has been purchased including defibrillators, playground equipment and a new cctv system.  The bus service has been paid for, work on the bus shelter and walking leaflets.
b)
Invoices/payments for approval to inc those received post agenda publication
Cllr Taylor proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed. 
Broadband speeds at the hall noted as very low. Download less than 1mgb, upload .2mgb. Clerk to contact Plusnet to check it out. 

c)
Adult gym equipment project – update

Cllr Thomson reported that the equipment has been delayed. It will now be installed after the Easter holidays. 
d)
North Salop Wheelers – Presentation of breakdown of monies due
No update available. 
e)
Bus service – to enable Cllrs to discuss the service 

The current service is due to run until the end of April. Cllrs Taylor and Stanton attended the Hinstock meeting to present the idea of joining the bus service.  Cllr Taylor expects to hear from the Councillors shortly.  Councillors discussed extending the service to extend to 17th May. If in the short term Hisntock is not interested the service can be ceased at the end of April.  Cllr Faulkner proposed leaving the decision to pull at the end of April (taking into consideration that the PC does not now meet again until 17th May) to PS or extending it until May 17th for further review if there is interest to extend to Hinstock, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. 
f)
Budget – to review 

Covered under a).
g)
Shropshire Council’s reviewed energy billing for Joint Energy Agreement

The Clerk relayed the new quote for energy supply which is £105.22 per quarter w/o vat, £420.87 pa plus vat.  Cllr Taylor proposed accepting, seconded by Cllr Hodder, all agreed. 
h)
Grant request – Ashley & Loggerheads First Responders

Request received for a contribution towards a new vehicle.  Very comprehensive funding request submitted with all of the information requested. It was noted that they have secured a £10k from the Lottery.  They are approaching all parish councils which are included in their area.  They do not receive money from the WMAS.  The Clerk suggested that they are approached for defibrillator training sessions.  Clerk advised that a donation would need to be a s137 payment.  The Councillors have currently budgeted £500 for s137 payments, however the Pc can spend £8.82 per head of the electorate for s137 items. In light of the issues with the ambulances service the Councillors considered the level of support they might wish to give. This will not be a recurring expenditure.  The overall budget for grants in the new financial year is £3200.  Cllr Faulkner reported that no application will be received from the Fun Run this year.  Councillors discussed what level of grant they thought would be appropriate. Councillors discussed donating £1000 towards a new vehicle which was proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Millard.  All agreed. Resolved.
i)
Replacement laptop

Councillors considered a budget for the provision of a new laptop and agreed a sum of £600 laptop, proposed by Cllr Thomson, seconded by Cllr Faulkner, all agreed. 
j)
Precept confirmation

The Clerk confirmed that the precept would be received on 22nd April - £22595
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No.
	Power of expenditure

	31/03/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£359.97
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/04/22
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	£90.00
	101348
	LGA 1972 s112

	21/04/21
	Plusnet
	Broadband
	£29.54
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/04/22
	Groundforce
	Maintenance
	£150.00
	101349
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	31/03/22
	PG Skips
	Bin Hire/Emptying
	£25.54
	101350
	Litter Act 1983 s5

	07/03/22
	MedUk
	Replacement defib pads and starter kit
	£70.68
	101351
	PHA 1936 s234

	11/03/22
	Shropshire Council
	Playing Fields Rates
	£32.77
	101352
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s164

	12/04/22
	Ashley & Loggerheads First Responders
	Grant
	£1000
	101353
	LGA 1972 s137

	02/04/22
	ICO
	GDPR fee
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	Receipts
	From
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	04/04/22
	WPD
	Wayleave payment
	£23.84
	
	

	09/03/22
	HMRC
	VAT reclaim
	£4,761.67
	
	


12
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8)
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a
Applications 

22/01048/FUL  (validated: 03/03/2022)
Address:  The Chapel, Soudley, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2SE
Proposal:  Replacement of existing garage with a garden office/studio with associated works
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R84T6MTDLZC00
Councillors discussed the application.  No objections.  Support was proposed by Cllr Faulkner, seconded by Cllr Thomson, all agreed with one absention.
b
Decisions  - No determination notifications received
21/06000/FUL  (validated: 10/02/2022)
Address:  Westcott Mill, Westcott Lane, Goldstone, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 2ED
Proposal:  Siting of six glamping domes for guests with permeable parking/turning area, recycling/waste area, and bicycle storage
Decision:  Withdrawn
Noted.
22/00470/FUL  (validated: 03/02/2022)
Address:  Haywood Farm , Haywood Lane, Cheswardine, Shropshire, TF9 2LW
Proposal:  Installation of three biomass boilers
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R6OY97TDL8100
Noted. 
13
Items for May’s Meeting Agenda

Councillors agreed a 7pm starting time for the Annual Parish Meeting on 17th May prior to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. 
14
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 
1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to report/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters


No matters were raised. 
b)
Employment contract review

Carried forward
There being no further matters to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at    21:04 pm by the Chairman.

Next Meeting date 12th April 2022

