Shilbottle Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting of Shilbottle Parish Council  held on
Wednesday 13 October at 6.30 p.m.
In The Haven Community Room

There were no members of the Public present.
Welcome by Chair
Councillor Mrs Haddow welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave a special welcome to County Councillor Thorne who had met with Councillors to officially open the new bus shelter.
Mrs Haddow said that although the Council had been on holiday Councillors had not been idle and much had been accomplished. The play areas were painted and bark had been priced and sourced, the bus shelter was here, Remembrance Sunday had been organised, meetings had been arranged with Homes for Northumberland, the police, Bill Pringle’s replacement our Service Level Agreement, cemetery work had been done and work at Green Hut Corner had commenced. The new bins had arrived and would be installed before the next meeting.
Present at the meeting: Councillors Mrs Haddow ( Chair ) Mrs Douglas. Hood, Lewis, Robertson and Taylor, Councillors Aitchison, Elliott, Huggins and Storey, County Councillor Thorne and The Clerk Daniel Metcalf.
· Apologies for Absence – Yvonne Douglas who was unwell
· There were no Declarations of interest
· Minutes of meeting held on August 2021 were unanimously approved
· Matters arising for discussion were all agenda items

· Correspondence  -
· Correspondence with NCC over cemetery
· Correspondence with NCC over SLA
· Northd. Estates over progress on Grange Road development
· Correspondence with Alastair re play area
· Emails to and from Katie Gerrard, Northumbria Police
· Email and response from County Councillor Thorne
· Return of map to Northd. Estates 
· Emails to supplier re litter bins
· Reply to Judith Webb
· Letter from Marc and Caroline  Johnson re donation towards freezer.
· Letter re donation for Great North Air Ambulance. It was agreed to donate £100.00
· Email from Northumberland County Council with regard withholding of cemetery rates
· The Clerk gave a summary of all correspondence and highlighted three  issues.

a. Northumberland Estates had updated the Clerk on the development at Grange where there seems to be some progress, but nothing imminent. However at least this keeps dialogue between the Council and The Estates which is very important.  Councillor Thorne gave us advice on how to look positively at the plans and how to go about the 106 Agreement. Councillor Storey had particularly good ideas about parking and getting parked vehicles off Grange Road and a good debate followed.
b. The Clerk had received an email from Nigel Wormesley – Business Rates – NCC. He had spoken to the Chair who had telephoned Mr. Wormesley who had informed us we could be prosecuted for non payment. Mrs Haddow explained that she had written to both the Leader of the Council, Glenn Sanderson and the Business Rate Dept. requesting information regarding payment of these rates as it was not clear if NCC still shouldered the costs of the maintenance of some cemeteries. She had received an acknowledgement to her request, but no information. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Mr. Sanderson asking for this information under the Freedom of Information Act and 	
 to email Mr. Wormesley with an update of the Council’s decisions.
Mrs Haddow suggested we pay this year’s charges. Councillor Huggins proposed we did NOT pay anything until we had full information. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Robertson. The motion was carried by 7 votes to 2

c. A letter from Mr & Mrs Johnson had been received asking for a donation towards a Freezer, but as Councillor Aitchison stated the group was now disbanding. Could we legally give a donation to a group which was dissolving? The new ownership of the freezer was then in question. The Council had given the Community Hall £1000 towards running costs during the Pandemic. We were not prepared to donate a further £200 towards a freezer. Councillor Mrs Haddow asked Councillor Mrs Robertson to investigate.
Finance: The following accounts  for August were unanimously approved
Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Alastair Kidd – grass cutting – 						£1064.86
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery administration ( D.P. )			£50.00
· Mrs. M.E. Haddow – paint for fencing at Middle Row			£31.97	

· The following accounts  for September will be presented for approval 

Daniel Metcalf   wages/cemetery fees					£621.78
Alastair Kidd	-play areas	 					£120.00
· Alastair Kidd – grass cutting – 						£800.00
· Daniel Metcalf – cemetery administration ( C. M)			£50.00
· Mrs. M.E. Haddow – paint for fencing at Middle Row			£12.00
· Mrs Hood – wreaths for Remembrance Sunday				£92.00				
· Stuart Murray –clearing brambles and painting fence in Middle Row 	£360.00
· D.Brown transporting and siting site on new paving	£125.00
              Power washing Memorial block paving			£250.00	£375.00
· RBS Warehouse								£1656.00
· A. Elliott – works in cemetery 						£130.00

Incomings
August – cemetery fees								£475.00
September – cemetery fees							£350.00
September -Precept from NCC							£14255.50


· Pay review for Clerk				to be discussed prior to next meeting

A suggested date was 1.30 p.m. on Friday November 5th 2021. The Chair would confirm this with members of the Committee


· Audit report
A very good report. Two minor issues which were discussed.
a. To update cemetery charges monthly – spoke to Internal Auditors about this
b. Why was spending low last year.  – Perhaps the Auditors were not aware of the Pandemic and the inability to do major spending!
Finances were proposed and seconded and unanimously approved.


Planning
Land South of Colliers Close – Application refused
Application for 13 Garden Terrace  granted
New application for 13 Colliers Close.  Councillor Storey had looked in detail at this and could see no problems. Neighbours had no issues with the extension, therefore the Councillors agreed unanimously to raise no objections.

·  Finance Committee  -  It was difficult to arrange a meeting to suit all members of the committee. Therefore it was proposed to meet on 5th November at 1.30p.m. to discuss forthcoming financial implications. The Chair would confirm this date by telephone or suggest an alternative.

·  Feedback on play areas -   Councillor Huggins to continue liaising with Alastair Kidd.  Councillors Mrs Haddow, Aitchison and Storey were working on suppliers for the bark. Mrs Haddow had asked several workmen to spread the bark but no-one was available. It was agreed that we order the bark and railway sleepers and Councillors Haddow, Aitchison and Storey co-ordinate the work. No youngster from the village turned up to paint the skate park, so it was agreed that Councillor Taylor work with Mrs Haddow on taking this project forward in. Councillor  Mrs Hood would get Katie Gerrard, our CSO involved and we will report back to next meeting.

· Liaison with NCC				County Councillor Thorne/ Councillor Mrs Lewis.
Mrs. Haddow had been in a great deal of discussion with Councillor Thorne during the Summer Break and was thrilled that at last after all the hard work, especially the time put in by Councillor Thorne, that our bus shelter was now operational. On behalf of the Community of Shilbottle, she thanked Councillor Thorne for his commitment and funding.
Councillor Thorne said he was thrilled and relieved that all obstacles had been overcome and we at las had a bus shelter. He would personally cut back the overgrown ivy.
Councillor Thorne had been in Shilbottle several times throughout the Summer and he had met with Councillor Mrs Haddow, villagers and officials from Homes for Northumberland, Highways and infrastructure.
Dropped kerbs were on the waiting list.
Council Thorne went into greater detail about what the village could gain from new development – plans already passed – and to make the most of every opportunity.  He detailed how Felton had achieved £250,000 toward a new surgery.
Councillor Mrs Haddow stated that when she was on planning at the District Council , the 106 agreement had brought funding for the first school, village projects and play equipment.
Councillors Mrs Haddow and Robertson stressed that Affordable Housing for locals MUST be a priority.
But this was of course in the future,
 But in the meantime we, as a Council will be well prepared.
Councillor Thorne explained about employment opportunities in the County and how the Government were fulfilling their promises towards Levelling Up.
The issue of a crossing near the bus stop was raised, but it was agreed this was not feasible.
The question of parking outside the Ashfield Road entrances to the school was raised and Councillor Thorne stated this was in progress.
Councillor Mrs Haddow raised the question of a future Health Forum for the Alnwick Area. She had chaired this when a District Councillor, but the Forum had disappeared with the demise of the Districts. She felt County Councillors for this region should get together with our MP and organise something with the Parishes to work together with Health Professionals to allay patient concerns and real fears.

· Update on involvement with police   	Councillors Mrs Hood/Aitchison.  
Update on conversations with Katie Gerard who apologised that she could not come to the meeting but would meet with Councillors Aitchison and Mrs Hood on Thursday 14 October 2021.

· Cemetery			A meeting to update computer records was arranged Wednesday 27th October at 10p.m. in the Haven. The Clerk and Mrs Haddow had been very busy with cemetery affairs and funerals during the past month.

· Bus Shelter -  Councillors Mrs Haddow and Robertson had spent months liasing with Ace bus shelters, Northd. Estates, Rueben Morgan at County and Councillor Thorne. Success at last! We will monitor the success or otherwise of the shelter over the coming months.

· Councillor Mrs Haddow thanked Councillor Aitchison for removing the broken glass and Perspex from the shelter at Hampeth. It was agreed not to replace the glass as the shelter was rarely used.


· Dog Fouling / Litter				It was agreed to move the bin from outside the old shop to the bottom of the village where the bin is too small. Councillor Elliott requested a bin for Farne Road.

· Homes for Northumberland                             	Councillor Mrs Hood/Aitchison were meeting with the new Official tomorrow and would give a full feedback at the next meeting.

· Remembrance Sunday 				Councillors Mrs Haddow/Hood had met with Bob and Mary Bains and a draft service had been drawn up. The bugler, piper were booked, the school is involved and wreaths had been ordered. Councillor Thorne agreed to do a reading. The Forum would provide refreshments afterwards.		

·  The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee			Councillor Mrs Haddow/ Hood/ Taylor / Douglas/ Lewis/ Storey will meet on Wednesday 3rd November at 6.30 p.m. to find ways forward and how we can progress.

· This concluded the Agenda items .

· Issues raised by Councillors

· Welfare meeting

· Bus shelter at Widdrington cottages

The Chair thanked everyone for coming to which had proved to be a very productive meeting. She closed the meeting at 7.40p.m.


Date of next meeting Wednesday 10th November in the Haven Community Room at 6.30 p.m.  Remembrance Sunday Service at 2.00 p.m. at The Memorial Garden
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